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ADVEETISEMENT. 


The writer desires to express his obligations to Dean 
]\Ierivale tor the permission granted by him to employ 
the ‘ History of the Koinans nnder the Empire ’ as a 
guide in many jiortions of this book. Also, l}o acknow- 
ledges his debt to Messrs Church & Erodribb for their 
kind consent — conveyed by their i)ublishers, Messrs 
Macmillan c'C" Co. — to his availing himself of their 
admirable translati<uis of the ‘ Agricola,’ ‘ Cermany,’ 
and ‘ History ’ of Tacitus. For the ‘ Annals,’ the Ox- 
ford translation,*' and, on one or two occasions, IVE* 
Murphy’s, have been used. In the chapter entitled 
‘‘The Orators,” the citations are a paraphrase, not a 
translation. 

That a far larger space is assigned to the ‘ History’ 
than to the ‘Annals’ may require som^‘ explanation. 




TACITUS. 


CHAPTEK I. 

LIFE OF TACITUS. 


Tnu birtli-year of Tacitus can only be conjectured— in- 
deed the little that is known of him personally is mostly 
derived from the letters of his friemi, the younger 
Pliny, the date of whose birth helps us towards at least 
sunnisiiig tliat of the historian. Pliny was born in G 1 or 
(32 A.D., since he was in his cigliteenth year wlien tlie 
famous eruption of Vesuvius took place, a.i).,79. Now, 
i]i a loiter from him to Tacitus, he writes: “ When I was 
a very young man, and you were at the height of your 
fame and reputation, I earnestly desired to imitate you." 
The historian hims(df affords us a few glimpses at his 
public life. “ My elevation," he says, “was begun by 
^Vespasian.” Again, we know on his own authority 
that he was praetor in 88 a.d., and on that of Pliny 
that ho was consul in 97. Comparing these state- 
ments with cach/other, it is perhaps not rash to infer 
that Tacitus was by several years Pliny’s senior. We are 
therefore inclined to fix 51 instead of 54 a.u! — the dato 
usually assigned — as the year in whfch he was horn. 

A. c. vol. xvil A 
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TACITUS. 


Ilis birthplace is unknown, nor can anything certain 
ho told about his family. Some circumstances rnako 
it likely that the members of it were well tq do in 
the world, if not highly distinguished, at least until ho 
made the name of Tacitus memorable for all times. Ho 
rose rapidly in his public career; and that is hard for 
obscure and needy men to do. He married into a 
family of some rank ; and in his writings he displays 
no token of the poverty that made his contemporaries, 
Martial and Juvenal, the one a flatterer of the great, 
the other a satiiist of the wealthy and well-born. His 
abode, in early years at least, and possibly until he 
had passed middle life, was apparently either in Eomo 
or its immediate neighbourhood. Eor not only would 
his practice at the bar, and the public offices held by 
him, make it necessary to have a house in the capital, 
but there are some indications of his biang in it even at 
the time of Galba’s death. The ‘ History ’ bears several 
traces of his presence in Home during that disastrous 
year in which four emperors contended for the purple, 
and, all but one, found the reward of their ambition in 
a violent or a voluntary death. 

The public life of Tacitus dates from the later years 
of Vespasian’s reign. His second patron was Titus 
Flavius, who, happily for himself, did not live long 
enough to forfeit his title of ‘‘ Delight of Mankind.” 
Hot until wo come to the fourteenth year of Domitian 
do wo stand on firm ground as to his preferments. It 
is not easy to understand his relations to the third ol 
the Flavian Caesars. “ I deny not,” he say’s, “ that 
my elevation was begun by Vespasian, continued by 
Titus, and still farther advanced by Domitian,” So 
far, then, adl the Flavian Csesars and Tacitus were on 
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good terms. Yet if tlie character he draws of Domi- 
tiau in the ‘Agricola/ or where there is occasion to 
mentiq^i him in the ‘ History,’ be a portrait and not a 
caricature, it is liard to conceive how he managed to 
serve such a master witliout llattcring him as Martial, 
Statius, and other poets of the age did ; or, if he did 
not flatter him, how he contrived to keep his head on 
liis shoulders. Tlicro is no doubt that in the year 
88 he was Pimtor, and assisted as one of the fifteen 
officials {quiiidecemvlri) at the celebration of the secu- 
lar 'fames in that year. 

l^deven years earlier, in 77, Tacitus was betrothed to 
the daughter of Julius Agricola, and in the next year 
they were married, just before his father-in-law left 
Home to govern Britain. It is plcasaut to infer from 
his writings tliat his marriage was a happy one ; or 
tint at least ho had no cause for repenting of it. 
Speaking of his betrothed he says of her that she 
was “even then a maiden of noble promise.” Both 
Agricola and his son-in-law were, to all appearance, 
fortunate in their partners for life. Il^ot many of his 
friends and accpiaintance were perhaps so lucky, since 
it was an ago when to divorce a wife or a husband 
was nearly as common as to take one, if there be 
any truth in the verse of MartiaJ or Juvenal, or in 
tlie anecdotes of Suetonius. A son who died in his 
^infancy was the only fruit of Tacitus’s marriage. The 
emperor of that name is reported to have claimed 
to bo a descendant of the historian; and Sidonius 
Apollinaris, a w/itcr in the fifth century of our era, 
addresses a letter to Polemius in which he reminds him 
of his illustrious ancestor, Tacitus. On grounds equally 
slender a father has been found iot the historian, one 
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Cornelius Tacitus, a Roman kniglit and procurator in 
Belgic Gaul, mentioned by the elder Pliny. Yet it 
is strange that the younger Pliny never alludes to the 
procurator, who from his position can hardly have been 
a person quite obscure. In fact, Tacitus was not an un- 
precedeuted name, and Cornelius was a very coniiuoii 
one in Italy. 

On the expiration of his pnetorsliip he would 
seem to have left Rome, and not to have returned 
to it until after Agricola’s death, a.d. 93 -an al)scnce 
of at least four years. If he followed the ordinary 
course, ho would be appointed on the expiration of 
his office to some provincial government. Rut whi- 
ther lie went, or liow ho employed himself diirbig 
his absence from the capital, is not on recorfh 

Credible testimony there is, conveyed by himself, 
that lie was at Rome during the later and the 
worse period of Domitian’s reign, “ Gur hands ” 
(those of the .senators), ho writes in his ^ Life of Agri- 
cola,’ dragged Ilelvidius to prisoJi ; wo witnessed the 
fate of Mauricus and Riisticus ; avo were stooped in 
Senccio’s innocent blood.” Now and then the descrip- 
tion of signal and stirring events is so vivid iji Tacitus's 
pages that it is difficult not to l)elicve them to liave 
been traced by the hand of an eyewitness. The 
passage of the ‘ Agricola’ just cited bears the marks of 
his presence in the senate when Domitian’s victims ^ 
were dragged away to die. 

And yet, in spite of the doubt and darkness that 
hang over his personal history, Tticitus vas a “celebrity” 
in Italy- at least, and in the literary circles of Rome. 
That he was so is plain from the often-repeated story 
of the recognition of his name hy a stranger to his 



LIFE OF TACITUS. 


b 


person. The stranger aiul himself happened to sit be- 
side cacli otlicr among the spectators of the games of 
the Circus, and for some time relieved the tedionsness 
of familiar and Inaital exliibitioiis by discussing literary 
subjects. The stranger, a Koman kniglit, at length 
asked his neiglibour on the bencli whether he were a 
Ivoman or a provincial? Tacitus replied, ‘^You are 
acquaintM witli me and by my pursuits.’' “Arc you, 
then,” Avas the rejoinder, “Tacitus or Pliny?”* But 
such notoriety Avas probably due to his reputation as an 
orator, not as an historian. His ‘Agricola’ and ‘Ger- 
many’ alone Averc not likody to have carried his name 
so Avidely abroad as this anecdote imidics, and the 
‘ Annals ’ and ‘ History ’ Avere never ranked among the 
popular litm’aturo of cither the capital or the provinces. 

Witii l)()mitian ex}>ired, and for a long scries of 
ye I’s, the Avorst etfecis of fkesarianism ; and the Boman 
world, for the tlrst time since the dcatli of Augustus, 
enjoyed the advaidages of a strong and just though 
still irresjx-iiisibic government. The senate Avas once 
again treated Avith re.spect, Avas relieved from anxiety 
about tlie lives or propendy of its members, Avas in- 
trusted Avdth a large share in the administration of 
public aflairs, and foiind in the emperor a president, 
and not a master or an assassin. “ Hoav, at last,” 
Avrites Tdicitus, exulting in his relief from personal, 
fears for his fiaends or himself, “ our spriiig is return- 
ing. AYc enjoy the rare happiness of times Avhen Ave 
may think Avhat avo please, and express what Ave 
think.” The c^ud of apprehension, indeed, is not 
quite lifted. Kerva Avas an old invalid, Traj'an was a 
Avarrior, and the chances of war might deprive Rome 
of his services. “And yet,^ contiiAies the biographer 
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of tlie brave and moderate Agricola, “ though, at the 
dawn of a most happy age, Kerva Ca\sar blended 
things once irreconcilable — sovereignty and free^lom — 
though hierva Trajan is now daily augmenting the 
prosperity of the time ; and though the public safety 
has not only our hopes and good wishes, but has also 
the certain idedge of their fulfilment, still, from the 
necessary condition of human frailty, the remedy works 
less qfiickly than the disease.” Tiro profound melan- 
choly of these words will be obvious to every reader. 
Ho had lived to witness a senate honoured ; the pra;- 
torians and the legions kept under restraint ; the 
informers {delaforcs) banished or silenced ; the people, 
if not content, controlled by an effective police ; the 
provinces equitably ruled ; the C.Tsar, in semblance 
at least, only the first citizen ; thoughts no longer 
manacled ; books no long(‘,r burnt in the forum, or 
used as evidence of treason against tlieir authors. 
Yet he could not hhle from himself the precarious 
tenure of tlicse blessings. The happy ago that 
had dawned rested on a foundation of sand. 
Among the senators might lie hid, in case of 
another revolution — and Tacitus had witnessed the 
untimely ends of four Cmsars — another voluptuous 
Hero, another timid and sanguinary Domitian. The 
freedom which depends on the character of the reigning 
sovereign is ever uncertain. Even Caligula and 
Hero for a while ruled well. The conduct of Tra- 
jan made vain the apprehensions of Tacitus. But the 
experience of his earlier days affected all his later 
ones, and ho never quite reconciled himself to a 
Ciesar in tlto place of elective consuls, or to a privy 
council in that of a senate. 
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In the second year of Trajan's principato, Tacitus 
was one of the consuls. The office iiidee^l was only 
tlie shadow of a once mighty name, and the duties 
of it were merely nominal. Yet it was still an 
honourable distinction and a permanent advance in 
social rank. The only recorded act of Tacitus in his 
consulsliip was his delivery of the funeral oration 
over tlic’body of Virginius linfus, one of “ the noblest 
Eomans of them all” in tliat degenerate age. “Ever 
benign to tliis octogenarian hero,” — who, besides the 
usual |)orils of his calling, had thrice escaped from 
the fury of mutinous legionaries, — “ Fortune,” says 
riiny, “ reserved her last favour to him, that of 
be ing commemorated by the greatest of living ora- 
tors.” 

In 00 Tacitus, now proconsul, was joined with 
Pl'iuy, then consul - elect, in managing the impeach- 
ment of ^larius Priscus for high crimes and mis- 
demeanours committed by him while governor of the 
province of Africa. In spite of powerful advocacy 
and interest, the culprit was condemned. The pro- 
secutors — the injured Africans — -gained tlieir suit, but 
apparently little else ; for Marius, after paying heavy 
law expenses, and (foubtlcss also as heavy bribes to 
some of the jury, lived very comfortably in exile upon 
the residue of his ill-got gains. He was infamous 
enough to bo specially mentioned by the contemporary 
satirist : — 


“ By a haggling sentence doomed in vain 

(For who, that holds the plunder, heeds the pain ?) 
Marius to wine devotes his morning hours, 

And laughs in exile at thfe offendid powers ; 
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While, sigliiii" o’er the victory she has won, 

The province linds herself the more undone.” 

— Juvenal, Sat. 1. [(UHbrd.] 

Pliny, in his description of the trial, says that 
Tacitus answered Salvius Liheralis, the coiinstd for 
the defendant, “most eloquently, and with, tliat dig- 
nity which belongs in a remarkable, degree to Ids ora- 
tory.” The two illustrious pleaders r(‘.ceive(ra vote of 
thardcs from the senate for their exertions in the cause. 
Prom thi's moment Tacitus departs from sight. Tlicrc 
is indeed a slight trace of him in one of Pliny’s lettins, 
from which it appears that he was not at the time 
resident in Pome, nor very well supplied with news 
from it. And as we are unable to do more than 
surmise the date of his birth, so we must leave to 
conjecture that of Ids dcatli. He lived long enough 
to complete, with one exception, tlie works he pro- 
jected. Ho is the chronicler of tlie Cmsars from the 
death of Augustus to the accession of Nerva. “ I have 
reserved,” he tells us, “ as an employmojit for iny old 
age, should my life be long enough, a subject at once 
more fruitful and less anxious in the reign of the 
divine Xerva ami the empire of Trajan.” He may 
have rested from his labours before he began this 
work ] or he may never have seriously meant to write 
it. Even of good (kesars it ndght not ahvaxys be 
prudent to speak the truth, and Tacitus imiy have 
thought himself living too near the time of his pro- 
posed narrative to write with impartiality about even 
a Trajan. ^ 

In the failure of materials for his life, we may 
endeavour to learn something of Tacitus from himself. 
If it be true tlial every' great portrait-painter intro- 
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(luces upon Ills canvas somotliing of his own nature, 
it is also true that every great historical writer infuses 
into his^ narrative sonicthing of his own fecliugs. It 
cannot escajxi any attentive reader of the ‘ Annals/ 
iu which the writer’s procliviti(\s are far more patent 
than in the ‘ History/ that he was an aristocrat, in the 
sense that the proud Appiaii, Fabian, and Claudian 
houses w(ire of old. Although firmly convinced that 
the vast body of the empire could be ellectively 
governed by one hand alone, he acccjited a Ciesar as 
a necessity of the time. But to be resigned to a system 
A rule is one thing; to regard it with an eye of favour 
is another. Many who loved Cromwell little, served 
iiim well. It was no small recommendation of Trajan 
to Tacitus tliat, departing from the solemn injunc- 
tion of Augustus not to extend the borders of the em- 
pire, he added to it provinces north of the Theiss and 
cast of ilie Juiphrates. At last there was a Cresar 
treading in the steps of the Scipios and JAulus 
/Fmilius. And yet, notwithstanding his military 
virtues and the temperate character of his civil admin- 
istration, it was not Trajan, hut the consuls and senate 
of the past Avholiad the liistoriaii’s real allegi:ince. Ilis 
contf’uijit for the nobles among whom be sab in the 
great council -chamber at Jloino only increased bis 
admiration for the Conscript Fathers whom the Epirot 
envoy lilccned to a (‘Oiiclave of gods; and who bated 
not a “ jot of hope or lienrt” when Pyrrhus was 
within a few miles of Rome or llannilial at her gates. 
The mongrel populace of the capital, with its greed 
for bread and tlie games, lie contrasted with the people 
;hat once supplied the pith of the legions, and who, 
although often turbulent and factioils, were proud of 
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tkeir nobles and jealous of tlio lionour of the Coinmoii- 
wealtli. The (Iracchi he viewed with dislike, since it 
was owing to their measures that the way vms pre- 
pared for Gains Marius and the lirst Ciesar. Tlie 
brother tribunes were the beginners of that evil end 
which Tacitus so deplored. Ily tliem and their mis- 
chievous laws the free Ivopublic was turned into an 
absolute and iiTes])onsiblc despotism, aiuf the weal 
of millions intrusted to the discretion of one man. 
The Reputation of Tacitus appears in his own time to 
have rested entirely on his powers as an orator. A 
few intimate friends indeed were forming high expec- 
tations of the history lui had in hand ] ami Pliny, wc 
know, sii[)plied some materials fur a worlc wliich ho 
correctly judged would b(‘- immortal, but wliicli he less 
correctly anticipated would be immediately popular. 
It is strange that of an orator so renowned as he 
seems to have been not a line of his speeehes 
remains, although there exist fragments of those of 
the Gracebi and Cato and IMarius. Of the cluir- 
acter of Tacitus’s oratory wo have only one hint. 
“Dignity” wais its most remarkable feature; and 
“ dignity ” seems to liavc struck Sidonius Apollinaris 
as the leailing characteristic of the historian, since, 
wlicn gi\d]ig a list of the most ('minent Itoman 
authors in prose or verse, ho mentions the stately 
march [pompa) of the style of 'I'a»utus — -“a name,” he 
adds, “never to be uttered without a tribute of ap- 
plause.” Tlic speeches assigned by the historian to 
some of the persons in his narratives may have been 
cast in the mould of his own eloquence ; and if so, 
then we may easily understand why “dignity” is 
ascribed to his Jjublic pleadings. 
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If we infer the disposition of Tacitins from the report 
of his oratory, or the study of his works, we shall 
regard him as a grave and sarcastic personage ; and 
yet the inference might be wrong. The admira- 
tion, the affection of Pliny for his friend, the deep 
feeling with which Tacitus narrates the life and death 
of Agricola, the evident pleasure oxhihited by him 
when delineating characters eminoiit for virtue, forbid 
us to imagine him austere or morose. Put there 
are people, amiable and calm in dispositioif, who, 
when they take a pen into their hand, tlisplay a stern 
and acrid temper, more especially if they have a 
grievance or a theory to expound. liUck of preferment 
cannot have been among the causes for the gravity or 
despondency of Tacitus, for he liad hold the highest 
oflice of the State next to groat Caesar’s,” and bore 
ever after the rank and title of a Consular. 

There are men who live in the past — not merely 
students whose world is tlun'r lil)rary, but such as have 
taken a share in the Inisincss of the prciscnt time, and, 
ricverthcless, yearn for days that cannot return. AYas 
Tacitus of tliis class of men? Aloro than once in his 
‘Annals’ he appears to have been so. Tlic chronicler 
of Tiberius, he says, Ifas fallen on an evil time. “ I 
am aware ’’-- “glancing, peiTiaps, at the more fortunate 
Livy, who could be a Fumpcuni witliout giving olfence 
to Augustus — “that most of the transactions which I 
have related, or shall hereafter relate, may perhaps 
appear unimportant, and too trivial to be laicorded. 
Put none must compare these my Annals with the 
writings of those who compiled the history of the 
ancient Poman people. They had for their subjects 
mighty wars, cities sacked, Kings routed and taken 
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captive ; or if they turned from tlicse to treat of do- 
mestic affairs, they had before them an nnliinited held 
for digression in the dissensions between the consuls 
and tlie tribunes, tlie agrarian laws, tlie corn-laws, and 
the contests between tlie commons and the patricians. 
The matter on wliich I am occupied is circumscribed 
and unproductive of renown to the author — a state of 
undisturbed peace, or only interrupted in’ a limited 
degree, tlie sad condition of affairs in the city, and a 
prince •indifferent about extending tlic bounds of the 
empire. He siglied for the brave days when some 
province almost yearly was annexed to the common- 
wealth. The manly virtues of a past age Idinded him 
to its faults, and in his aversion to a single rule he 
forgot the vices of a divided one. 

Tlio names of some of his friends have been pre- 
served — that of Justus Ibibius, to wliom he addressed 
the ‘ Dialogue on the Orators,' and that of Asinius 
llufiis, both friemls also of Pliny. Prom Pliny Ave 
derive the best part of our slight hnoAvdedge of the 
historian, to whom he addresses (deven of his letters. 
Between him and Tacitus the strictest intimacy ex- 
isted. Eacli of them submitted his Avrilings to the 
otlier’s ins]icction, and Pliny “is never Aweary of ap- 
plauding the harmony, frankness, and good faith Avhich 
pervaded their intercourse from first to last. 1‘liiiy 
ever prophesied gri^at things of the liistorical Avorks 
on Avhich Tacitus Avas engaged, and furnished him Avith 
materials, as, for example, two letters on the eruption 
of Vesuvius. Of the two avo knoAv not Avliicli was 
the survivor, Imt avc arc able to say that no cloud 
ever dimmed the brightness of their friendship. 

* Aiinals, i\. 32. 



LIFE OF TACITUS. 


13 


So well known, indeed, was their affection for each 
other, that they were jointly remembered in people’s 
wills, and for equal legacies, unless the testator chanced 
t.o be espcicially a friend to either. Pliny, indeed, 
intimates (Epist. vii. 20) that there lacked not those 
who wcu’e preferred to one or both of them,” but, as 
for himself, he uniformly assigned the precedence in 
all things to his beloved friend. 



CHAPTER IT. 


‘ AGIUCOLA.’ 

This book is intcndod to perpetuate the ineniory of 
its author’s fatlier-in-law, of whom it is justly said 
that one would easily believe him a good man, and 
willingly believe him a great oned^ ‘‘To bequeath,” 
writes Tacitus, at the opening of it, “ to posterity a 
record of the deeds and characters of distinguished 
men is an ancient practices, which even, the present 
age, careless as it is of its own sons, has not 
abandoned whenever some great and conspicuous 
excellence has conquered and risen superior to tliat 
failing common alike to petty and great states, blind- 
ness and hostility to goodness. But in days gone 
by, as there was a greater inclination and a more 
open path to the achievement of memorable ac- 
tions, so tlie man of highest genius was led by the 
simple reward of a good conscience to hand on without 
partiality or self-seeking the remembrance of greatness.” 
In very early times, when perhaps writing was not a 
common accomplishment,— for consuls who handled 
well the spade can hardly have been very adroit with 
the pen— biographies took mostly tlie form of funeral 
orations, and of their partiality or inaccuracy Livy 
complains. So Tar from supplying the historian with 
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trustworthy materials, they misled and perplexed him 
in his researedies. "Whether, as manners became more 
corrupt, biographers grew more veracious, cannot be 
told. 

Cuffiiis Julius Agricola Avas born at the ancient and 
famous colony of Forum Julli — the modern ^Frejns.’ 
Each of his grandfathers was an imperial procurator 
— that is, of the highest e{piestvian rank. Jlis father, 
Julius Gr®cinus, Avas of even higher station, since he 
Avas a member of the senatoriaii order. Gra-ciniu^ Avas a 
distinguished orator and jdiilosopher, but these good 
gifts excited the envy of Cains Ceesar, Avho took the 
lirst convenient opportunity of getting rid of 1dm. 
ITis mother, Julia Procilla, Avas a matron of the 
old Itoman stamp. Under her Avise and Avatchful 
guardianship, Agricola imbibed in early youth the 
virtues Avhich ho imactised in mature years. In 
a period notorious for extravagance and excess of 
every description — vices tliat extended even to 
learning and philosophy — Julia kept always in 
vicAv the Avholesomc doctrine of ‘‘a golden mean.'’ 
While pursuing his studies at lUassilia (INfarseilles), 
— one of the great universities of the empire- -he 
manifested a keen relish for merely speculative suh- 
jects — more, indeed, than his Tiiother approved. 
She destined the apt pupil for pfactical life. She 
looked forAAmrd to his serving his country in the senate 
and the field. She kneAV, perhaps too Avell, that the 
philosophers of the time were often idle dreamers, 
and sometimes arrant knaves. From each of the four 
great schools he might derive some Avliolesome rules 
for the conduct of life, hut no one of them Avould fit 
him for commanding a legion, or for {becoming a great 
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advocate, or a great lawyer. This philosophical 
tendency— the only excess ascribed to Agricola — “was 
soon corrected by reason and experience, and ho re- 
tained from his learning that most diflicult of lessons 
— moderation/’ 

An untimely end was in store for this exemplary 
matron. After IS^ero’s death, the em2)irc Avas torn in 
pieces hy civil Avars. The licet of Otho, one of the 
three competitors for the purple, “ while cruising 
idly alanit, criudly ravaged Vintimiglia a 

district of Liguria, and dnlia, Avho Avais living there 
on her oavu estate, Avas murdered, and the (estate; itself 
and a large portion of her patrimony Avere plundered.” 

Britain Avas to Itome in those days very nearly 
Avhat Alg(;ria is now to France, — a school of Avar, 
and a nursmy of recruits. It Avas there that 
Agricola served Ids military apprenticeship. 11 is first 
commander aauis Smitonius Paulinus, a diligent and 
judicious ohhuu’, Avho, prolmhly disceu'uing in the 
young man great ca[)al)ility for Ids jirofcssion, made 
choice of him to share his tent. This mode of initia- 
tion for an oflicer ht\ars some rescmhlance to the prac- 
tice of tlie feudal times, Avhen the sons of good families 
were trained for Avarlike or civil fluties at the court of the 
king or in the castle of some ]>OAve,rful baron. “ Agri- 
cola,” wo are toKl by his biographer, “ Avithout the 
recklessness Avith Avhich young men often make the 
profession of arms a mere pastime, and Avithout 
indolence, never availed Idniself of Ids tribune’s 
raiik, or his OAvn inexperience, to procure enjoyment 
or to escape from duty. He sought to make him- 
self acquainted Avith the province and known to 
the army ; he would learn from the. skilful, and keep 
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pace with the bravest ; would attempt nothing for dis- 
play, would avoid notliing from fear, and would bo at 
once careful and vigilant/’ 

When Agricola was in the tent or on the staff 
of Paulinus, tliere was much to do and much to learn 
in Britain. Plic victories that had been won in the 
island by the generals of Claudius had been rendered 
nearly ineifectual by the subsequent rebellion of the 
British pcoi)le. Never,” says Tacitus, was the island 
in a inore disturbed or critical condition.” Veteran 
soldiers had been massacred, colonial towns burnt, vast 
districcs of the open country ravaged, and armies cut 
oJi/’ It Was a sound though a severe school for a 
young officer, and he learnt in it “skill, experience, 
and a desire to rise in his profession (anihlfio).^^ 

Ne:;rly every lioman was expected to combine a 
civil with a military career. Prom Britaiji Agricola 
went to Koine, to go through the ordinary routine 
oi' office. lie was appointed qutestor, and the ballot 
assigned to him Asia for his province and Salvius 
d'itianus for his proconsul. The young officials of 
Pome seldom returned from an E, astern province 
the better, exce])t in pocket, for their sojourn in it. 
The morals of Poman Asia were even worse than 
the morals of tlio capital. The province itself was 
wealthy, and the inliabitants <d it were regarded as 
fair prey for old or young gentlemen whose creditors 
were troublesome. Agricola, however, according to 
his biographer, did nothing to be ashamed of in his 
qiuestorship. 

lie married, at Pome, Domitia Decidiana, a lady 
of illustrious birili. Their union was a very happy 
one. They had two children — a son, who died in 

A. c. vol. XV ii. B 
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his infancy, and a daughter, who was married to 
Tacitus. 

His prjctorship, also, was nearly a sinecure. He 
exhibited, as liis office hound liini to do, some Games ; 
and in all matters of ceremony he kept up the dig- 
nity of a first-class public magistrate, erring neither 
on the side of profusion nor on that of parsimony. 
By such comparative in significance he may have 
escaped unpleasant collision with the (kesar or his 
favourites. For in l^cro’s reign, more especially in 
the later years of it, to keep out of that tyrant’s sight 
as nuicli as possible was the wisest course that high 
officials, civil or military, could follow. Nero’s imme- 
diate successor, Sorvius (Jalba, must liave had a good 
opinion of Agricola’s probity, since he appointed him 
one of the commissioners for inspecting the acciounts 
of the offerings and deposits at various temples in 
Koine or the provinces. All that Nero had appro- 
priated had been dissipated beyond recovery; and 
it was one (jf the deepest offences given by the unfor- 
tunate Galba that he tried to coinpcl the ministers 
and freedinen of Nero to refund his bounties. In 
other respects the commissioners reported favourably 
on th(‘, condition of ecclesiastical property, and so 
were able to exonerate the conscience of the State 
from the burden of sacrilege. Tacitus commends the 

scarcliing scrutiny ” of Agricola ; yet since, in so 
delicate an investigation, it might not have been diffi- 
cult to “ cook the accounts,” his colleagues must surely 
have been as lionest as himself. 

He was hurrying from Rome to pay the last honours 
to his mother, when a messenger overtook him with the 
tidings that Vespasian was a candidate for the throne. 
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Ho at once joined the Flavian party. The deeds of 
Vespasian in Britain alone were well known to one who 
had served in that island himself, and the new Ca 3 sar ’3 
renown had recently been increased by his conduct in 
the Jewish wars. The emperor had not yet quitted the 
east, or at least had come no nearer Tbune than Alex- 
andria. He at once despatched Agricola to recruit the 
legions in Britain. The twentieth legion had reluc- 
tantly taken the oath of allegiance to Vespasian; and 
the tribune wlioni Agricola succeeded in the command, 
had fostered in th.o soldiers a spirit of insubordination. 
Accordingly, it can have been no easy task, and it 
may have been a perilous one, to restore discipline. 
Dnibig that chaoti(j period of civil wars the legionaries 
had frequently risen against tlieir generals ; had some- 
tim<^^. murdered, had often expelled them, not un- 
wonnded, from the camp; and had freely shed the 
blood of the centurions and other officers. Once 
more Agricola’s discretion and even temper prevailed, 
and the Twentieth appears to have been reconciled to 
the new dynasty. 

Vespasian kne^v how to appreciate a good officer, 
and Agri cola’s promotion rapidly followed, lleturning 
from Britain in 73 tv.i)., he was appointed to the 
important province of Aqnitania and raised to the 
rank of a patrician. His ju'oviucial government lasted 
three years ; and in 77 he was recalled to Borne, whero 
he was invested with the consular robes and adopted 
into tbe college of augurs — an honourable and not quite 
an empty distinction, since it empowered the com- 
mander of an army to take the auspices whenever 
it might be advisable to soothe tbe fears, to re- 
press the zeal, or stimulate the valour, of the legion- 
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aries. Britain, the scene of his past services and of 
his future fame, was assigned to him as his province. 

The new proconsul found, on Ids arrival in his 
province about the midsummer of 78, much work 
to be done, and also nuicli to be iimloiie. The soldiers 
were demoralised, the Britons were biding tlieir time, 
and the Itoman officers generally were llattering 
themselves that the subjugation of tlie islanders was 
complete. 8o for was it from being so, that some 
tribes were actually under arms, and otlievs preparing 
to try once again the fortune of war. A serious loss 
had been sustained l)y the Bomans shortly before 
Agricola’s arrival. Tlui Ordoviccs, seated between 
Cardigan Bay and tlie riveu* Dec, liad cut to [)icces a 
squadi’on of cavalry quartered in tlieir territory, and it 
was difficult at the instant to get a fresh, supply of 
horses ; for the .small bnaid, or rather the ponies, of 
Britain, were not suited for cavalry. Tlui hopes of 
the Britons liad revived ]>y their success. They 
anxiously watclied the temper of their new governor. 
Would he be a corrupt and slothfid, or an aide and 
strenuous administrator'? — for they had experienced 
both kinds. Should they inisten or defer tlnur long- 
intended revolt, tlnm simmerin^^ over mcirly all tlie 
island from the Ilunil)er to the straits of Dover? 

The summer of 78 Avas verging on autumn before 
Agricola Avas ready to open the campaign. Nor ,at finst 
did he meet Avith very zealous support. Tlio soldiers of 
many divisions had promised themselves tlie pleasure 
of inaction and free quarters for that year at least, 
Avliile many of the officers urged him to be content for 
the iiresent with watching the inoveinents of the 
British chieftains. But Agricola resolved to face tlie 
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open or secret peril immediately. Ills first act was 
nearly to exterminate tlie Ordovices. Yet prompt and 
sliarj) us this retaliation was, it was a two-edged weapon. 
It iniglit intimidate or it might more deeply incense 
tlie Tiritons. Tlic victory must he followed np. The 
next l)low Avas stricken in the same (|iiavt(‘v, and the 
little iaiaiid of JMona (Anglesey), which Suetonius l^iul- 
inus had taken, hut had heen compelled by a rising of 
the eastern tribes to ahan<lon, was again annexed to 
lioman Ihatain. This time, the natives nuute hut a 
feeble? defence of the sacnid islaiid, although the 
assailants laboured under the grave disadvantage of 
being witliout a fleet. ‘‘The skill and resolution of 
the general accomplishe<l tlu^ passage. With some 
pickful nicn of the auxiliaries, disencumbered of all 
baggage, who knew the shallows and had that national 
experience in swimming wliieh enables the Tiritons to 
iakt‘, care Tiot only of themselves, hut of tluur arms 
and liorses, he delivered so unexpcctcHl an attack, that 
the astonished enemy, who were looking for a fleet, 
and an assault by sea, could not imagine anytliing 
would he formidable or invincible to such assailants.’’ 

Let the reader ohserve that Agi’icoLTs success was 
mainly owing to the skill of BrUixh auxiliaries in 
“swimming.” It is an undesigned, evidence that the 
tribes of llritain were employed by Loman generals 
against their own countrymen, just as native regiments 
in our Indian Avars are employed as auxiliaries. The 
recovery of JMona innnediateiy increased tlie fame and 
stamped tlie eharacter of Agricola as an energetic 
soldier. Other proconsuls, if we may accept the state- 
ment of a panegyrist, had idled their time aAvay “ in 
vain display ” and a round of ccrenlonics, whereas ho 
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“ chose rather toil and danger,” and kept in the held 
at a period — the autumnal equinox — when it was the 
usual practice of commanders to withdraw into winter 
quarters. 

In tJie next summer, 79 a.T)., Agricola advanced 
northward into the territory of the Brigantcs, and un- 
dertook the organisation of the district, lately reduced, 
hetween the Hunihcr and the Tyne. To protect these 
new subjects of the enquro from the incursions of the 
barbariafis who roamed the Clicviots and tlie Pentland 
hills, he drew a chain of forts from sea to sea. In 
80 he moved further northward, still consolidating his 
acquired land ; and in 81 he piislied along the eastern 
coast as far as the Firth of Forth, building forts and 
making roads at every step of his progress. All the 
country south of the Forth w\as now occupied by 
Koman garrisons, and ^‘tbe enemy were pushed into 
what might be called another island.” For a moment 
the empire seemed to liavc found its northern limit. 
The lifth year of his proconsulship was engaged in 
strengthening his position between the two isthmuses, 
and in reducing the western side of the now domain. 
From the klull of Galloway he discovered an island 
hitherto unknown to Itoman navigators. “ The grassy 
plains of teeming IIil)ernia,” says Di^aii ]\rerivalo, 

offered a fairer prey than the grey mountains Avliich 
frowned upon his fresh intrenchments, and all their 
wealth, he was assured, might be secured by the valour 
of a single legion. But other counsels prevailed, and 
Ireland, so the fates ordained, was left to her fogs and 
feuds for eleven more centuries.” 

But while Agricola was engaged in consolidating his 
northern province^ and securing it by walls and forts 
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against inroads, tho Caledonians, mistaking his two 
years' inaction for exhaustion or fear, resumed their 
courage. He returned, therefore, to oUcnsive mea- 
sures. Understanding them to he preparing to make 
a combined attack on his lines, he anticipated them 
by a rapid incursion into the regions beyond the Forth. 
The land was for the most part a barren waste ; the 
enemy was numerous and able to cut off even the 
scantiest supply of food, and the army must therefore 
bo furnished with a commissariat. This couhl be sup- 
plied by a naval armament alone. Such an armament 
accordingly was (itted out, and moved parallel to his 
Hank as he marched along the coast of Fife. Prisoners 
reported that the Uritons were astounded at tho sight 
of Pie ffect, and saw that if their bays, creeks, and 
tho mouths of their rivers were open to invasion no 
refuge would remain for themselves. Surprised they 
may have been by ibis novel aspect of war, but they 
were not dislieartcncd, nor was their strategy that 
of ignorant barbarians. They would not meet the 
advamung legions, but got between tliem and the forts 
in tlieir rear, so that in case of a defeat the retreat of 
the Ivomans Avould be cut off’. On learning that the 
Caledonian attack would be made with more than one 
army, and taking into account their superior numbers 
and knowledge of the ground, Agricola distributed his 
forces in tliree divisions, and so advanced to the en- 
counter. With the cxce}>tion of a heavy loss sustained 
by the ninth legion from a sudden assault in the 
night, the defeat of the P>ritons was a signal one, and 
had not the flying enemy been sheltered by morasses 
and forests, this victory would have ended the war.” 

We are now on the verge of the most animated and 
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interesting portion of tins biography. Hitherto, so far 
as Agricola is concerned, wo have read the names of 
tribes or clans only, and not till his seventh campaign, 
in 84 A.D. do wc meet with an individual man worthy 
to stand beside (laractacus and Boadicea ; at least we 
must suppose Tacitus to have believed in the person- 
ality of Galgacus, since lie puts a sjiecch, and to us a 
very instructive one, in his mouth. It is valuahlc on 
two accounts : on the one hand it gives a notion of 
Tacitus’s* own elocpicnco, pregnant with tliouglit, con- 
densed in phrase, sagacious in its views, epigrammatic 
in its periods ; on the other, wc may discern in the 
words ascribed to Galgacus some prevision of an aj)- 
proacliing revolution in the fortunes of the historian’s 
own countrymen. After referring to the sulferings 
already endured at Itoman hands by every tribe of 
Britons, to the cruCdty, rapacity, and lust of their op 
pressors, Galgacus proceeds to hint that there is a 
worm in the bud of tlic unwieldly empire'., 

“ Do you suppose,” he is made to say, “ that 
the Bomans Avill be as brave in war as they are licen 
tious in peace? To our strifes and discords they owe 
their fame, and they turn the errors of an enemy to 
the renown of their own army — -an army which, com- 
posed as it is of every variety of nations, is held 
together by success, and will be brolcen up liy disaster. 
These Gauls and Germans, and, I blush to say, those 
numerous Britons, who, though they lend their lives 
to support a stranger’s rule, have been its enemies 
longer than its subjects, you cannot imagine to be 
bound by fidelity and affection. Tear and terror there 
certainly are, feeble bonds of attachment : remove them, 
and those who have ceased to fear will begin to hate.” 
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Witli tlie battle of the Grampians,"'^ and tlie rout of 
Galgaciis and the Caledonian armjg Agricola’s military 
career virtually closed, although he remained in his 
province a few months after this signal victory. If we 
may give imjdicit credence to one so ni^arly connected 
with 1dm, Agi’icola may rank witli (jiccro, as an exce})- 
tion to the ordinary class of lloman provincial goviwnors. 
Never relaxing in vigilance, and only once taken un- 
awares by the enemy, lie restored disci[)liiie in the camp, 
and explored the estuaries and forests on hi% route. 
“ M any states, hitherto independent, gave hostages, and 
laid aside their aidmosities. Garrisons and forts Avere 
csbiblislicd among them Avith a skill and diligence Avith 
Avhich no iieAvly-acquired part of llritain had before 
been treated.” 

Tli(^ civilising poAver of Eomc furnishes the bright- 
est chapter in her annals. It Avas by her institutions, 
hu' more, than by her arms, that the nations of the cm- 
])ire melted aAvay into the Itoman name and people. 

Wheresoever the Eoman comjuers he inhabits,” is 
a very jiust obseiwation of Seneca; and he might 
have added that whenever he inhabited, at least in 
the northern and Avestoru provinces, he disseminated 
the arts of peace and the boon of a reiined and uniform 
language. It (xiuld not (‘..scape a sagacious and humane 
proconsul that temritory ac(|uired by Avar Avould be 
best maintained by introducing a taste and a demand 
for the luxuries of the conqueror, and not the luxuries 
only, but greater skill in agriculture and noAV systems 
for conducting public business. ‘‘ In order,” says 

* The “ Mons Gram pins” is said now to bo an error of 
transcription, the real name given by Tacitus being “Mona 
Graupius.” 
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Tacitus, ‘Ho accustom to rest and repose through the 
charms of luxury a pojmlation scattered and har- 
barous and tlierefore inclined to war, Agricola gave 
private encouragement and public aid to the build- 
ing of temples, courts of justice, and dwelling-houses, 
praising the energetic and reproving the indolent. 
Thus an honourable rivalry took the place of com- 
pulsion. He likewise provided a liberal education 
for the sons of the cliiefs, and showed .such a pre- 
ference for the natural powers of the Tritons over the 
industry of the Gauls, that they who lately disdained 
the tongue of Home now coveted its eloquence. Hence, 
too, a liking sprang up for our stylo of dress, and the 
‘ toga ’ became fashionable. Step by .step they were 
led to things which dispose to vice — the lounge, the 
bath, the elegant baiKpiet. All this, in their igno- 
rance, they called civilisation, when it was in fact but 
a part of their servitude.” 

He consulted alike for the good conduct of his army 
and the convenience of the Tritons. Ho kept his 
household under restraint, a thing as hard to many as 
ruling a province. Heitlicr frccdmc]i nor slaves were 
allowed to assist in transacting public business — a vir- 
tue which liis Homan readers could more tlioroughly 
ap[n’eciate than liis modern ones. Promotion lie deter- 
mined by merit alone ; impartial himself, ho listened 
not to the jirayers or recommendation of his friends. 
As regarded the nations— “ ho lightened the exaction 
of corn and tribute by an equal distri])ution of the 
burden, while ho got rid of those contrivances for gain 
which were more intolerable than the tribute itself.” 

Agricola was recalled in a.d. 84, having been in his 
province nearly eight years. Tacitus insinuates that 
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Domitiaii feared lest Ins victorious and popular lieu- 
tenant might prefer security in Ilritain to very possible 
danger at Homo. But whether the emperor were 
jealous of him or not, Agricola, a man of the old Ho- 
man stamp, Icnew how to obey as well as to com- 
mand.” To soothe his mortification, if he felt any, at 
being ordered to resign, a freedman was sent to him 
with the tempting oiler of the government of Syria, 
'file messenger was charged not to deliver the letter if 
lie found the proconsul ready to obey. AgricoJa never 
saw the imperial rescript; it was brouglit back un- 
opened to the Cmsar — the ex-proconsul was already 
crossing the Channel on his way Home-ward. 

V/ith his recall from Britain ended the public 
life of Agricola. He prudently avoided all display : 
he eidered Home after nightfall, so as to shun a 
lecepiion by his friends or the populace : at night 
also ho went to the palace, and after a hurried 
embrace from Domitiaii, who deigned not a word to 
his ex-viceroy, he mingled in the crowd of courtiers. 
Jlcnccforward he studiously sliunncd publicity. Sim- 
ple in dress, courteous in conversation, accompanied 
by two or three friends, lie excited the surprise of a 
people accustomed an?[ not unfavourable to ostenta- 
tion. “Can this,” they said, “be the licro of a hun- 
dred fights'? Can this be tiie man who lias really 
conquered those warlike islanders, whom the mighty 
Julius left to their original freedom, and whom Clau- 
dius and his captains imperlectly subdued 1 ” “ The 

many,” says Tacitus, “who commonly judge of great 
men by their external grandeur, after having seen and 
attentively surveyed him, asked the secret of a great- 
ness which but few could exjdaiii,” 
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Aiid yet not even liis modesty and retirement ex- 
(‘mpted Agricola from danger. WliiJe in Britain, 
he had often been a Tiiark for informers, thongli ho 
was uniformly acquitted. So far at least Domitian 
deserves credit for turning a deaf ear alike to those 
who accused, or to those who insidiously extolled the 
absent proconsul; “for,” Tacitus justly remarks, “the 
worst class of enemies” under a despotism “are the 
men who praise.” 

One more offer of preferment was made to Agri- 
cola. Tlie year, the fifty-second of his age (90 a.d.), had 
arrived in wliich the proconsulate of Asia or Africa 
was to fall to him liy lot. Perhaps Ids frieiuls, cer- 
tainly the voice of the people, called on him to accept 
this ofhee, for both of them contrasted his vigour, 
hrmness, and experience in war, with the inertness and 
timidity of other gemnnls. Jlis enemies, however, on 
this occasion were his better counsellors. Knowing 
Domitian's reluctance to employ him in any high office, 
they artfully contrivtal to lead Agricola himsidf to re- 
fuse it. They tendcr(-d their services in procuring 
accejitauce for his excuse ; and at last, tlirowing olf 
all disguise, lirought hini hy entreaties and threats to 
Domitian. Tlic excuse Avas offered, Avas acccqited, 
and tlie Ciesar thanked for his gracious coiidesccn- 
sioii. Ifowevcr, notAvithstaiuling Ids supposed envy 
and hatred of tlie man, Domitian “ Avas softened 
by the moderation and prudence of Agrieola”— 
and Tacitus closes tliis section of tlie Eiograpliy 
with one of the many pregnant observations that, 
Avell understood, throw such light on Caxsarian 
history, as well as afford a clue to his OAvn opinions. 
“ Let it be knoAvn^” he says, “ to those avIioso habit it 
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is to admire the disregard of authority” (tlie political 
Stoics of the time), “ that there may he great men even 
under had emperors, and that ohedieuce and suhiuis- 
sion, -when joined to activity and vigour, may attain a 
glory whicli most men reach only hy a perilous career, 
utterly useless to the State, and closed hy a death in- 
tended for effect.” Tlie gist of this sentiment often 
appears in both the ‘ History ’ and ‘ Annals/ ‘‘ Good 
people,” thought Tacitus, “are scarce enough in such 
evil times; why, hy self-destruction, will they mahe 
tlio numher even fewer?” 

Agricola died in the fifty-sixth year of his age. 
There was a rumour of his having lieen poisoned. 
His son-in-law declines giving an opinion on the sub- 
ject. Tacitus himself was far away from Home at the 
moment. Yet there was a report of foul play — and a 
report was a temptation which the historian rarely re- 
sists. It looked very suspicious that during the whole 
of Argicoki’s illness the emperor’s chief freedmen and 
coiili letitial physiciiins called more fre(^iiently than is 
usual with a court which pays its visits hy means of 
messengers.” Hiich departure from imperial routine had 
an ugly favour — and, to do tlie Ivomaii people justice, 
it must he allowed tlfat they were as credulous in 
believing rumours as the rarisian people are now, and 
have ever been. It is supcrlluous to canvass tlie truth 
or falsehood of a story for which the biographer 
himself Avill not vouch. The dying Agricola did 
not fail to remember Doniitian in his last will 
and testament. Ho made him co-heir with his 
excellent wife and most dutiful daughter, and the 
emperor expressed his delight at so handsome a 
bequest. Perhaps the widow Homitia Decidiana and 
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her daughter fared not the worse for this parting com- 
pliment; and even Tacitus himself may have been 
indebted to it for protection from informers, and thus 
survived to paint the last Tlavian Chesar as a second — 
and oven a worse — Nero. lie winds up his account 
of Agihjola’s last moments with these words : “ So 
blinded and perverted was Domitian’s mind by in- 
cessant ilattcry, tliat he did not know it was only a 
bad emperor whom a good fatlicr would make his 
heir.”. 

The conchidiiig sections of the ^Life of Agricola’ have 
in all times been regarded among the noblest samples 
of liistoi'ical elocpiencc. After recounting Agricola's de- 
meanour in his last hours, the tond(;r care of his most 
loving and faithful Pecidiana, and his own and his 
^v'ife’s grief at their absence from his dying bed, the 
biographer proee(‘ds : ‘‘ If there is any dwelling-place 
for the spirits of the just; if, as the wise believe, 
noble souls do not perish with the body, rest thou 
in peace; and call us, tliy family, from weak regrets 
and womanish laments to the contemplation of thy 
virtues, for which we must - not weti}) nor beat 
the breast. liCt us honour thee not so much with 
transitory praises as witli ovir reverences ; and, if 
our powers permit us, with our emulation. That 
will be true respect, that the true alfec-tion of thy 
nearest kin. This, too, is wliat I would enjoin on 
the daughter and wife, — to honour the memory of 
such a father, such a Inisbaud, hy pondering in their 
hearts all his words and acts, hy cherishing the features 
and lineaments of his character rather than those of 
his person. It is not that I Avould forbid the like- 
nesses which aro^wrouglit in marble or in bronze ; but 



^a'gricola: 


31 


as the faces of men, so all similitudes of the face are 
■weak and perishahle things, -while the fashion of the 
soul is everlasting, such as may he expressed, not in 
some foreign suhstance, or by the help of art, but in 
our own lives. Whatever we loved, wliatever we 
admired in Agricola, survives, and will survive in the 
hearts of men, in the succession of the ages, in the 
fame that waits on noble deeds. Over many, indeed, 
of those who have gone before, as over the inglorious 
and ignoble, the waves of oblivion will roll ; Agricola, 
madfi known to posterity by history and tradition, 
will live for ever.^^ 

To English readers Agricola is naturally one of the 
most interesting persons in lloraan annals, since he 
was tlie iirst to disclose to Cmsar and Europe the 
extent a,nd value of the youngest of Ivoman provinces. 
Tie has commonly the credit of being the first circum- 
navigator of our island ; but of late years this opinion 
has lj('cn considerably modified. The insular character 
of Eritain had been asserted ever since the time of 
Ceasiir ; but Dion Cassius, an liistorian of the second 
century of onr era, is tlic first to relate that Agricola’s 
fleet, in the year 84 A.n., sailed completely round it. 
But it should be bori^ in mind that Dion nourished 
more than a century after the supposed circnninaviga- 
tion took place, and at a time when the form and 
dimensions of Britain were well known, and its roacls 
and principal harhonrs were laid down in the Itinera- 
ries. Unfortunately the text of Tacitus is corrupt 
just where we need it to ho clear, and wo cannot pro- 
nounce from his narrative whether he dcscrihed Agri- 
coWs naval officers as having completed or merely 
forwarded the discovery. He tells us that after Agri- 
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colas seventh campaign closed with the summer of 
84 A.D., he directed the fleet, which had hitherto 
accompanied tlic movements of his army, to jjrocced 
northward, and, besides striking teri'or in tlic still 
unconquered (JahHlonian tribes, to collect for him sucli 
information as he needed for his next movements in 
the summer of the ensuing year. Now it is inu 
portant to bear in miml that the fleet began its voyages 
northwards at tlie beginuiiig of autumn, and also that 
Koman mariners rarely, oxccqjt under strong pressure, 
put out far to sea, ])ut usually hugged the coast from 
headland to headland. Moreover, an expedition begin- 
ning after tlie sliort summer in that liigh latitude was 
past, would encounter the ecpiiuoctial gales near at 
hand. We have no reason to suppose that Agricohds 
ships did not returiL in good condition to tlndr winter- 
harbour in tlie Forth: accordingly their exploring 
errand can liardly have occupied more than a few 
weeks, a period mucli too brief to allow not very bold 
or skilful sailors to circumnavigate so largo an island, 
to say notin' ng of October tides, the fogs of the Irish 
Channel, and the fact that there were no charts to 
guide them, and possibly. also no experienced or trust- 
worthy pilots to be found. nTbe opinion of Dean 
Merivalc on this subject is favourable to a certain 
amount of iieAV discovery, but adverse to a complete 
one. “The Roman mariners,” he says, ‘‘ now for the 
first time entered the Ihmtlaud Firth, surveyed and 
counted the Orkney Islands, and gained perhaps 
a glimpse of the Shetlauds. Fhc^y ascertained the 
point at which Rritain teiauinates northwai’d, and 
possildy noted the great deflection of the coast south- 
ward from Cape Wrath. Having effected the object 
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of the expedition/* — that of informing their com- 
mander-in-chief how far liis next summer’s advance 
might (ixtend, — “ they returned, as I cannot doubt, 
still creeping timidly, as was their wont, from head- 
land to lieadhind, and having hugged tlie eastern 
coast from Caithness to the h'irth of Yorth, were 
linally drawn u]) for tlie Avi liter on the beach from 
which they had been launched at the commencement 
of the season.” . . . “ The demonstration thus 

obtained Avas itself regarded as a trium])hal fichieve- 
mcni, and Agricola was celebrated liy his countrymen 
as an .jx])]orer as well as a compieror.” * 

The ap[ielhition of “ compieror ” is justly due. to Agri- 
cohi for his acliievements north of the number, Avlicre 
he i\'dnced to at least a temporary submission the pre- 
sent 'Hstricts of Yorkshire, Durham, and lYorthuinber- 
land, and for his success in the hitherto untrodden 
ground of (hdedonia. 8till greater praise than that 
accord e,d liim for his victories in the held, belongs to 
him for tlio care he took to secure ami consolidate his 
acipiisitions. AYith the patience and precaution of a 
Wellington, ho never made an advance Avithout pre- 
viously providing for tlio safety of his army in Hank 
and rear, niid lie emphjycd for that end the constant 
I Ionian nudhod of laying doAvii roads and Imildiiig a 
chain of Ibrts linked to one another liy Avails of earth 
capped and faced Avith stone or solid Iniclv-Avork. 

Struck ])crhaps Avith the natural didences of the line 
from the Tyne to the Sohvay, wliere the island seems 
to have been broken, as it Avere, in the middle, he drew 
a chain of torts from sea to sea to protect the reclaimed 
subjects of the soutberu valleys from the untamed 

* History of the Komans, viv 89. 

A. c. vol. xvii. c 
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barbarians who roamed tlie Cheviots and the l^ent- 
lands.’’ ^ 

The Eoman generals wlio preceded Agricola arc 
brieily enumerated by d'acitus. In south Britain the 
progress of the invader was slow, and checked by many 
serious reverses, but it was sure. Aulus Idautius was 
the first governor of consular rank, and he was most 
effectively seconded by Flavius Vespasian, then “ lirst 
shown to the bites.'’ In our island ho learned or prac- 
tised tho art of war, which he so brilliantly employed 
afterwards against an infuriate and <lespairing foe 
in Balostine, and which, combined with his civil 
merits, finally elevated him to the puiple. ITautius 
defeated the Trinobantes, under their leaders, (kar- 
actacus and Togodumnus, the sous of Cunobelin, 
one of the most jrowerful of the British In'ngs. His 
capital was Camulodunum — Colchester. Blautius, how- 
ever, appears to have penetrated from the eastern 
counties to Gloucestershire ; and Ids lieutenant, Ves- 
pasian, crossing the banks of a broad river," [the 
Severn ?] to have led his detachment ovm’ the Welsh 
border. Our readers would probably owe us small 
thanks were we to trace the marcli of the legions over 
uncertain ground. The succesfi of his [proconsul was 
sullicient to induce the not very youtliful and un- 
wieldy (daudius to' cross the channel aiid to take part 
in the war. From the mov(iments of his general we 
might expect that the Caisar would proceed at once 
from his landing-place in Kent to Gloucestershire. 
On the contrary, he went into Essex, and routed the 
Trinobantes, in the camp which they had drawn 
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‘ agricola: 


35 


around (yamuloduniim — so bowilderin<>; is our informa- 
tion on the Konuin campaigns in Britain. 

On his return to Eoinc, Claudius celebrated a 
triumph which lie had fairly earned, for his conquests 
were really solid aiid extensive ; and luid not his 
lieutenants relaxed in their vigilance, or had they 
been better ae.qiudnted with the character of the 
natives, a considorabhi portion of Hritain south of tlie 
irumber would have quietly submitted to the yoke of 
the Uomans. But the vicars had still a Esson to 
learn. The easier portion of tlieir task was to en- 
counter the enemy in the lield : to follow him into 
the torests and morasses, to detect and suppress 
promptly his cabals, and break up his confederacies, 
were labours yet to be un<lergone, and disaster far 
more than success was to be the instructor of a series 
of prjconsuls. 

In the year 47 a.d., Blautius was succeeded by 
< istorius Scapula, wlio signalised his cojumand by 
loinuling the colony of Camulodunum, and receiving, 
irom a traitor’s hand indiMa], the sunx'uder of Caracta- 
cus. The next distinguished proconsul was Suetenius 
i^aulinus, whose name is inseparably connected with 
Ins defeat of the Britons in Anglesey (Atona), his sup- 
pression of tile revolted Iceiii, and tlic romantic story 
of Boadicea. “ But for him,^’ Tacitus says, Britain 
would have lieen lostd’ The fury of the Iceni was 
especially directed against tluMadouy at Camulodunum. 
It was a monument of their humiliation : so long as 
it stood, freedom was hopeless — the ground on which 
it was built had been wrenched from them— it was 
the abode of those whom they hated even more than 
the legionaries, the collectors of tribute ; and in it 
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towered tlie great temple of Claudius, a perpetual in- 
sult to tlio deities of the land. The city; betrayed by 
tlic Trill obantes, was assailed by the Iceni. The gar- 
rison was feel)le : tlie fortifications were hastily run 
up at the last nionicnt : the troops which might have 
dehuided it were in remote quarters ; ami on the second 
day of tlie siege the stronghold was stormed, and all 
who had sought refuge in it, armed or unarmed, were 
slauglitcrcd. 

This Vas the Last si<^d calamity tluit befell the 
Eomans in Britain, and it was speedily avenged. Sue- 
tonius, in spite of liis great services, wais recalled. lie 
appears to have lieen bethu* suited for the rough work 
of war than for the delicate office of soothing the con- 
(piere,d, and reconciling them to their new masters. 
Under his successor, I’etronius dkirpilianus, victors 
ami vampiished enjoyial witliout abusing them two 
years of peace, and Koman civilisation began to exer- 
cise its inlhience on Britain. 

Under tlie succes.sors of Agricola, the soutliorn Britons 
generally acipiiesced in the dominion of liome, and 
the northern were a-wed by her ])rowcss, or won by 
her arts. (Jommcrce tended to efface the ravages of 
Avar. The products of the isflind, consisting chiefly 
of ra\v materials, found a reiidy market in tiie cities 
of Caul; the youth of Britain Avere draftial into the 
leg'ions and dispersed over the wide circumference of 
the cnqiiro in tin*, camps of Kgypt, Africa, and Syria, 
wliile at the same time natives of other lineage, and 
s])eakiiig strange languages, were imported into an 
island which a century earlier had lieen described as a 
new and scarcely habitable world, 

A hope is cypressed,” says Gibbon, by Pompo- 
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niiis Mela, a geographer wlio wrote under Claudius, 
that hy the success of Eomaii arms the island (Britain) 
and its savage inhabitants would soon he better known. 
It is amusing enough to peruse such passages in the 
midst of London.” Perliaps what has least changed in 
the island since 1\icitus commemomted the d(i{Hls of liis 
lather-in-law is the weather. ‘‘ ISevcu’ity of cold,” ho 
remarks, “ is unknown, Imt their sky is obscuied by 
continual rain and cloud.” The historian’s opinion, 
ho\vev<'r uni)alatable to ourselves, is still an'article of 

i. ^ 

faith in many Ihiropean lands ; and imkuid we need 
not go further than Paris To b(‘. told that the sky which 
obscured the camp of Agricola still hangs over our 
shires and cities. 
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THE 'GERMANY.’ 

A PASSAGE ill tliis treatise on tlie iiianiicrs ami social 
condition of the Hermans, ail’ords a cine to the date of 
its composition. “ Kome,” says Tacitus, '' was in her 
640th year, when we first heard of tlie (h’ml)rian in- 
vader in the consulship of (hecilins Melellns and 
Papirius CaiTo, fronnvliich time to the second consiil- 
ship of tlie Emperor Trajan, we lind to lie an interval 
of about 210 years/’ Consequently it was under its 
author’s hand at least in the year 98 a.d. 

And here onr positive information about the ' Ger- 
many’ ends. It has lieim pronounced to bo a geo- 
graphical and ethnologdcal essay; a chapter, or a draft 
of one, intended for insertion income liistorical narra- 
tive, or a satire on Itoman morals as well as a record of 
German manners. If the ‘ History ’ luid come down to us 
unmutilatcd, the problem might vmy lilvcly liave been 
.solved. Tacitus delighted in episodes on the character 
of foreign nations. AYe have a fragment of one in his 
account of the fjew.s ; had he composed his projected 
life of Trajan there would possilily have been a special 
account of the Parthians; and wo may owe this treatise 
on the Germans to the interest awakened in him when 
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a young man by tho revolt of some Teutonic races in 
the n-'ars that followed IS^ero’s death in 08 a.d. 

For supposing a satirical element in the ‘Ger- 
many’ tliere is plausible ground. His praise of the 
German wife is a scarcely concealed repioach of the 
Itoman matron of his time. The GermanSj lie tells 
us, matlo no wills ; the legac^y - hunters of Eoine 
were as notorious as tho informers. The Eoman 
iiobhis wei’(i often deeply in debt, and money-lenders 
wer(; many and troubhisome j wher(?as the virtuous 
Genii ans, at least of tho interior — for those on the 
eastern Ilhine-hank were beginning to bo civil- 
ised and eornipted — cared little for gold or silver; 
ami, indi'iMl, Avere such outer-barbarians that their 
chic'ftains held tho silver cups and salvors which 
piLotiirs or proconsuls had given them as cheap as those 
of day ! Again, they were not at all, in respect of 
funerals, “nolde animals, splendid in ashes and pom- 
[r -n.; ill the grave.” They did not heap garments or 
spie-'s on the funeral pyre; they simply observed the 
custom of burning the bodies of illustiious men with 
certain kinds of wood. A turf mouml formed their 
tomlis ; monuments, with their lofty and elaborate 
splendour, tlniy reiject^al as oppressive to tho dead. 
Whereas Pliny the elder says that the amount of 
spices consumed at Poppfea’s (the* wife of Hero) fun- 
eral exceeded a whole year’s produce of Arabia — an 
exaggeration, probably, yet not an insignificant one. 
^loro instances of tho contr:-sts between Poman and 
Teutonic manners might bo culled from tho ‘ Ger- 
many.’ Ill hict, when two extremes of civilisation 
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are brouglit into immediate contact witli each other, 
it is difficult to avoid a semhlancc of satire, 

L(3aving now the question of the drift of Tacitus in 
writing his ‘Germany,’ we proceed to examine its con- 
tents. He closes the 27th section of it with these 
words : “ Such, on tlie whole, is the account which I 
have received of the origin and manmu’s of tlu^ entire 
German pco])lG.” Evidently ho had consulted either 
eyewitnesses of the “people,” or writers on the sul)Ject, 
and one very voluminous author may possibly have 
been among his instrmdors. 8o intimate a friend 
of the younger Pliny can hardly have been quite 
unacquainted vith the elder. How Pliny the Jiat- 
ural historian, at the age of twenty-thrc'e, served in 
Germany. He wrote also a histoi’y of the ( Jermanic 
wans in twenty books, and, as was his laudable fash- 
ion, collected his materials for them wlien he was on 
the spot, for his nei>hew tells us that he commenced 
Ids work before returning from Pelgium to Pome. 
Curious as ho was on ethnological matters, he can 
hardly have spokum of Germanic wars without some 
mention of the Germanic races. But whether Tacitus 
were indebted to Pliny or not, the second part of this 
treatise is more perplexing thaiY useful to ethnologists, 
although it has long been a field for much controversy 
about German names, places, and pedigrees. For such 
inquiries, indeed, with a few exceptions, the ancients 
were very poorly equipped. Both Greeks and Pomans 
looked down with contempt on all languages except 
their own, and thus dej)rived themselves of one of the 
most valuable pass-keys to a history of nations. 

The Germany described by Tacitus is bounded on 
the west and south by the Phino and the Danube ; 
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on the east hy the Dacians and Sarmatians ; and on 
the north and north-west hy tho ocean. Ilut this area 
is far too large if wc admit into it pure German races, 
alone. In the time of Domitian or Trajan hut little 
was known of the population n(‘ar the Ell)e, still less 
of that l)etween that river and th() Vistula. Konian 
gc'iierals, indeed, had penetrated the country as far as 
the left hank of the Elbe ; hut they spe,edily withdrew 
from it, and Inid little leisure, wludher advancing or 
retreating^ to make themselves familiar with tliie inha- 
bitants, their nmnners or modes of life. Such know- 
ledge as they ])icked up consistcMl of reports given by 
s])ios or desertm's, by guides who very likely purposely 
misinformed them — for ignorancti in a Koman was 
security for thii German — or hy such adventurous 
hawkers and pedlars as brought to these savage or 
semi savage regions the luxui'ies of more civilised 
lends. There is reason for believing Tacitus to 
have confounded Sclavonian with German tribes. 
Almost the entire region east of the Elbe was inhabited 
hy the former people alomj — some centuries later it 
certainly was so ; and there is neither record nor tradi- 
tion of the Sclaves having expelled the Teutons be- 
tween the first and ninth centuries of the Gliristian era. 

Ancient historians, when they met with a people 
whose origin they coidd not trace, dnd whose manners 
and institutions puzzlcid them, generally put them down 
as sons of the soil— ahori<jines : and Tacitus is not an 
exception to this easy mode of meeting a dilliculty. Of 
the Germans he writes : I regard them as aboriginal, 
and not mixed at all with other races through immigra- 
tion or intercourse.” Having in mind probably the 
maritime Greeks and tlie Phceiiicians, lie proceeds : In 
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former times, it was not by land but on shipboard that 
those who sought to emigrate would arrive ; and, beside 
the perils of rough and unknown seas, who would leave 
Asia or Africa or Italy for Germany, with its wild 
country, its inclement skies, its sullen manners and 
aspect, unless it were his homel” Tic is nearer the 
truth in saying that the name Germany is modcirn and 
newly introduced. It was introduced, however, by 
foreigners, l)ut not accepted by the Germans. No 
comnn«i collective term was used by thein. 

The same physical peculiarities throughout the vast 
po])ulaiion of Germany confirm him in his persuasion, 
that “ the tribes of Germany are free from all taint of 
intcu'inarriago with foreign nations — a distinct, un- 
niixcd raci'. like none but themselves.” Their common 
characteristics are those : All have fierccj blue eyes, 
riMl hair, huge franH‘.s, lit only for a sudden exertion. 
They are less able to bear laborious woih. Heat and 
thirst they cannot in the least endure ; to cold and 
hunger their climate and their soil inure them." 

The debilitation of the German soldiers by heat is 
more than once mentioned by Ivoman historians, d'o 
his statement tlnit the eyes of the Germans were grey 
or blue and lierco in expression, and that, compared 
with Italians, they were “more than common tall,” 
there is nothing to' object ; but we protest against his 
assertion that their hair was universally red. Had he 
been more ])olito or zealous for truth, he would have 
limited redness and its usual accompaniinent fnickles to 
the male s(‘,x alone. The Latin poets are far more civil, 
and doubtless more just, than the historian on this im- 
portant point. The yellow hair and blue eyes of their 
German female captives excited the admiration of the 
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young men of Eomo, and tlio envy of Loth old and 
young women. Some of our English readers may he 
surprised, and i)erhaps will he glad to be told that the 
auburn tresses of the (lermans fetclied a high price in the 
Eoman market ; and that the locks which belonged by 
birth to the wife or daughter of a lauitonic warrior or 
herdsman, often belonged by purchase to some dark- 
haired Cynthia, or Lesl)ia, or Clodia. Again — and 
surely Ibey know better than Taedtus could — the old 
German poets adorned the most beautiful of ^ their 
heroines Avitli flowing yellow tresses. So omnipotent, 
indeed, in Domitian’s time was the fashion, that ladies 
Avho could not allbrd to buy a ''reiitoiiic Avig dycil 
their natural hair auburn or yelloAv. 

I>ut althougli tlie Ibmian ladies imported tlui orna- 
ments of their German sisters, thciy Avere not, it seems, 
equally zeahnis in copying their houscAvifidy virtues. 
Their marriage code Avas strict ; so, indited, had that of 
Kome once been. Divorce among the Genuans Avas 
vej y rare : and Avhen a sentence of it Avas indicted, the 
punishment Avas little inferior, if at all, to that of death. 
Tliere was no occasion to call in the aid of tlie civil 
magistrate. TTie hu.sband Avas sole judge of his Avrong. 
The cul[)rit Avas expelled A’om his house in the presence 
of her kinsfollv, her hair Avas shorn, her garments Avere 
torn from her baxdv, and she Avas Hogged through the 
whole village. And the divorce Avas once and lor ever : 
her crime met Avith no indulgence: the Germans had not 
arriA^ed at the age of sentimentality; “neither beauty, 
age, nor AATudth Avould procure the repudiated Avife a 
second husband.’’ In some states the marriage kiAV or 
usage Avas even more stern, and Tacitus considers these 
states the happiest. In them maidens only Averc given in 
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marriage, and however young they might become widows, 
they remained widows for life. This was indeed a severe 
and not very intelligible restraint among a people who 
were always lighting either with wild beasts or with men 
nearly as savage. A defeat or a victory, a herd of buffa- 
loes or of wolves, might easily decimate the population of 
a village, and the nuiiil)er of whlows be more than that 
of wives. I[o\vever, it was not the men only who were 
ex})osed to the chances of war. Woiinui were com- 
monly spectators of their husljands’ pixnvess, and “ tra- 
rlition says that aimies already wavering and giving 
way, have been rallied by women, who, with earnest 
cntr(?aties an/l loud shrieks, and bared bosoms, vividly 
represented the horrors of (‘aptivity, whicdi the (ler- 
mans fear with such extnmie dread on behalf of 
their women, that the strong(‘st tic by which a state 
call be bound is the being required to give, among the 
number of hostages, maidens of noble birth.” 

Whether the life of a (lerman woman were happier 
in peace than in war, it is difficult to say. When not 
engaged in lighting or hunting, the men did nothing 
except eat, drink, and sleep. The management of the 
Teutonic household and of the land was made over to 
the wonnni, the old men, and'all the weakest members 
of a family. Their agricultural toil was probably slight 
enough, since they scratched rather than ploughed the 
ground, and the crops of Avheat and rye were conse- 
(picntly as small as can well be imagined. Their barley 
crop was doubtless better, since they extracted from 
that grain a fermented liquor bearing a certain resem- 
blance to wine. Of this beverage Tacitus speaks with 
seeming contempt, as all chvellers in a wine land are 
wont to do of beer or ale potations. lie adds, to shon 
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the liiglier civilisation of the races on tlio rivor-Lank 
— tlio Kliine — they buy ’svine.” Tlieir f(K)d, be says, 
is of a simple kind, consisting of wiki fruit, curdled 
milk, and fresh game. Tlie barbarians had not arrived 
at the knowledge of well-kept venison, or grouse, or 
blackcock. Doubtless the women derived some con- 
vsolations for their hard life in millinery. They wore 
indeed the same dress as tho men, exc(‘pt th.at they 
generally wrap themselves in linen garments which they 
embroider with purple.” One female lashion has (ho 
scended from the ( Icianan ladies to a remote i)osterity. 
It seems that to make a sleeve for cloak or tunic passed 
tlicir slvill, so “ the upper and lower arm is bare, and 
the nearest part of the bosom is also exposed.” Caro 
of their children, indeed, did not take iq) much of tlieir 
time., In every household, naked and hltliy, they 
grew up with those stout frames and limbs which we 
so much admire.” Their families were numerous, 
for wo arc told, with a well-merited reproof of Koman 
fathers and mothers, that ‘Ho limit tlio number of their 
children or to destroy any of their subse((uent olfspring 
is accounted infamous.” Ilaby-farming was reserved 
for the use of more civilised nations. 

In one respect the Germans set the Greeks and 
Homans a good exam})le, and perhaps gave a whole- 
some hint to more recent times. They did not go so 
fir as to permit their wives and daughters to vote at 
elections, yet in some sense they admitted womens 
rights. “ They believe,” says Tacitus, “ that the sex 
has a certain sanctity and prescience, and they do 
not despise their counsels, or make light of their 
answers. Wo have seen in tho days of Vespasian, 
Veleda, who was long regarded by inapy as a divinity. 
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In former times, too, they venerated Aurania and 
many other Avomcn, hut not with servile llatteries 
and sliameful deilicatioiis.” This is apparently a 
parting compliment to the Cicsars, who, if they did 
not themselves adore, required their subjects to deify 
imperial wives. Tlie respect Avliitdi Tacitus displays 
for these female diviners was bestowed on their pro- 
phetic gifts alone, and did not extend to their sex 
generally ; for in his brief account of a tribe called 
Siton^f.s he says, “They are ruled by a imnan, so low 
have they hilhni, not merely from freedom, but even 
I'rom slavery itself.” 

In these not(^s on the domestic coiulition of the 
( J-ermans, it is hardly possi])le to mistake the parj)ose 
of Ta(htus. In the hardy lives and warlike activity of 
the Germans he glances at the extravagance and luxury 
of the Homan nobles of his time. In tlieir ])overty, a 
conse(piencc of tlndr ignorance and indolence Avhen at 
})eace, in tlieir chastity, |)olitic because of their poverty, 
ho saw an image, though a rude one, of those ages 
of ]\,omc when consuls drove their own ploughs, or 
‘‘roasted turnips oil a Sabine firm.” In many a Ger- 
man hovel might bo found a counterpart of a Cato or 
a Siccius Deiitatus, but not onh of a Sejauus or a Tigcl- 
linus ; in many a Giaanan swamp or forest dwelt a Cor- 
nelia and her young Gracchi, an Agripphia, a chaste and 
fruitful wife, but neither a IMessaliiia nor a Poppica. 

The following sketch of a German village has led 
some to sujipose it drawn liy an eyewitness ; — 

“The natives of Germany have no cities; they do 
not even tolerate closely contiguous dwellings. They 
live scattered and apart, just as a spring, a meadow, or a 
wood has attracted them. Their villages they do not 
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arrange in our fashion, with the huildings connected 
and joined together ; hut every person surrounds his 
dwelling witli an open space, either as a precaution 
against tlie disasters of lire, or because they do not know 
how to build. N'o use is made liy them of stone or 
tile ; they employ timber for all purposes — rude masses, 
witliout ornament or attractiveness. 8omo parts of 
their buildings they stain more carefully with a clay 
so clear and bright that it resembles [jainting, or a 
coloured design. They are wemt also to dig out sub- 
terranean caves and j)ile on them great hoa])s of dung 
as a shelter from winter, and as a rcce[)tacl(} for tlie 
year’s produce, for by such places they mitigate the 
rigour of tlio cold.” 

The account of the religion of the Germans given by 
Tacitus dillbrs materially from that of Ca\sar ; but the 
opportunities of the later writer may have been the 
bettor. ^[erciiry, ho says, they lionoured most 
among deities ; at certain seasons tliey deemed it 
expedient to propitiate him by the sacrilico of human 
victims. To Hercules and IMars they offered animals, 
and a portion of the Suevic nation j)ractised the worship 
of Isis. 

The fondness of botli^Grcek and Koma]i writers for 
identifying their own rites and mythology Avith those 
of less civilised or imperfectly known countries throws 
much obscurity on the history of religion generally. 
It is scarcely necessary to apprise the Jhiglish reader 
that Mercury and Hercules, IMars and Isis, Avere as little 
known to the Germans as the Syrian Astarte or the 
Punic Aloloch. (Jeesar denies the existence of a priest- 
ly caste among the Germans, and Tacitus noAvherc 
actually contradicts him j for the priest of a state ” 
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whom ho mentions is more akin to the great ‘‘ medicine- 
man ” of a triho of American Indians, than to the 
colleges of the (Gaulish T^ruids, or to the sacred corpora- 
tions of India, Syria, Egypt, and Palestine. In public 
matters, be says, the gods are invoked by tlio stat<) 
priest, in private by tlie fatlier of the family, and each 
derives tlic divine answer through the medium of lots, 
or small pieces of Avood cut from tlm bough of a fruit- 
bearing tree. Tliis, IjOAVCver, is only the first step in 
the impiiry. Ilie answer must be confirmed by augury, 
and birds l)y their song or their flight are tlie organs 
of tlio divine Avilh So hir the Poman and (lerman 
sootlisayers were much alike, and probaI)ly the loss 
civilised were the more pious of tlie two, for we do not 
read of the Teutonic augurs, as avc do of the Iloman, 
that when tliey met one another in the street they 
found it hard to look grave. Horses, too — and “ this,” 
he says, “is peculiar to tliis })eople” — were mediums 
for omens and warnings. AVhat follows has a very 
oriental aspect, reminding us of the omen drawn from 
the neighing of King Darius’s horse. “ Kc])t at the 
public expense in these same woods and groves are 
white horses, ])uro from the taint of earthly labour. 
These are yoked to a car, and accom))anied by the 
priest and the king or cliief of the tribe, avIio note 
their neighings and snortings. Ko s})ccies of augury is 
more trusted, not only by the people and the nol)ility, 
but also by the. priests, who regard themselves as the 
ministers of the gods, and the horses as ac(puiinted 
with their Avill.” 

There is a remark by Tacitus, in a graver tone and 
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in a higher mood, corresponding closely with one ho 
makes on the religious belief of the Jews. He appears 
to have been struck by the purity, if not the sublimity, 
of the Teutonic creed. “ The Germans,” die says, 
“ believe that the gods cannot be confined within walls, 
nor, by reason of the vastness of tlieir nature, be re- 
jirescnted under tlio similitude of any human figure.” 
l)Ut although they built not temples nor carved images, 
they Avere not without certain places dedicated to na- 
tional Avorship. Their shrines Avere sacred spots in 
the depth of forests, and the gloom of the shrine sym- 
bolised a grave and gloomy ritual. To these sacred 
recesses they gave the names of their deities, and 
approached them Avith awe as the habitation of the 
unseoii powers Avhom they Avorshipped. Of these 
sanctuaries the roof Avas the sky, the columns Avere 
the trees ; and the historian, among other contrasts 
between the Homan and the Teuton of his time, may 
liave had in vicAV the gilded roofs, the marble pillars, 
and the numerous statues he saw in the Pantheon of 
Agrippa or the fane of Jupiter in the Cajiitol. 

There were kings in many of the German tribes, 
but ‘their poAver Avas not unlimited or arbitrary. The 
king Avas ('xpected to exjiose his person in battle, 
as Avell as to command the army. There were two 
houses of Parliament. The chiefs deliberated about 
minor matters, the Avholo tribe about more important 
ones. The assemblies for debate, except in cases of 
sudden emergency, Avere hehl on certain fixed days, 
cither at ncAV or full moon. Like assemblies of more 
recent date, the Germans Avasted a good deal of time 
before they applied in earnest to business. A century 
has not elapsed since members of our J louse of Com- 

A. c. vol. xvii. D 
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mons wore small swords in St Stephen’s Cliapel ; and 
the Tcntonic legislators sat on their bcnclies of turf 
armed, “ Silence,” wo aro told, was proclaimed by 
the priests, who, like “Mr Speaker,” did not take part 
in the dohato, but had the right of keeping order. 
“ The king or the chief, according to age, birth, dis- 
tinction in war or eloquence, is heard more because lie 
has influence to persuade thiin because he has power 
to command.” Murmurs indicated tlie ‘Noes,’ bran- 
dishiitg of spears the ‘Ayes,’ in tliis primitive Parlia- 
ment. Of their skill in husbandry Tacitus has little 
favourable to say. The vine was yet to bo introduced 
into Kliincland, fruit-trees were rarely if ever planted, 
and there was a plausible excuse for the omission of 
orchards. In tlie linst place, the Oerman was a migratory 
animal ; in the next, a fighting one. In cither case a 
stranger or a foe would very likely have been the better 
for what he had not himself ])]anted or grafted. For 
cereals the soil generally wa.s too stiff, too sandy, or too 
wet: to drain the swamps, to irrigate the sand, demand- 
ed labour and cost, and the German was too indolent, too 
poor, and too restless, to undertake anything beyond 
the rudest agricultural work. He succeeded better as a 
grazier, — lie often owned vastTierds of cattle ; but here 
again the farmer of tlic south flir surpassed him, for his 
domestic kine were small in size and rough in coat, as 
inferior to the white breed of Umbria, or the lierds 
that were pastured in tlie Abruzzi during tlie summer, 
and in Apulia during the winter months, as a German 
boat was to a Eoman galley. The horses, like the 
Cossack ponies, were hardy and capable of enduring 
long journeys, but shaggy and low ot stature. The 
Batavians alonp among the northern nations had 
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cliargers fit for cavalry, and supjdied the legions with 
excellent steeds and skilful and bold riders. 

His admiration of the virtues, as he esteemed them, 
did not blind Tacitus to the vices of the Germans. 
Of these the most glaring wore drunkenness and 
gambling. Like all races in a state of barbarism, 
the Ge.rman, so long as food was not at liand, 
endured hunger with stoical patience; but when lie 
liad it ho made up for abstinence by excess. Eiit 
drunkenness was his capital failing. Like the gods 
in Wallialla, those mortals gloried in passing whole 
days and nights at table ; and the hos[)itable board was 
often stained witli the blood of some of the coiniiany. 
Still, in their cups there seems to have been some 
discretion ; for, says Tacitus, — 

‘‘ it is at their feasts that they generally consult on 
the reconciliation of enemies, on the forming of nnatri- 
monial alliances, on tlie choicii of chieL, finally even 
on peace and ’srar; for they think that at no time is 
the mind more open to simplicity of purpose or more 
waiined to noble aspirations. A race without either 
natural or accpiircd cunning, they disclose their hidden 
thoughts in the freedom of festivity. Thus, the senti- 
ments of all having beeli discovered and laid bare, the 
discussion is renewed (Ui tlie following day ; and from 
each occasion its own peculiar advantage is derived, 
Tliey deliberate when they have no power to dis- 
semble ; they resolve when error is impossible.” 

As to their gambling, the Germans appear to have 
surpassed the most civilised of mankind. It was a 
serious occupation even Avlien they were sober; and 
so venturesome were they about gaining or losing, that 
‘ when every other resource lias foiled^ on the last and 
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final throw they stake the freedom of their own per- 
sons. The loser goes into voluntary slavery. Though 
the younger and stronger, he suffers liimself to be 
bound and sold.” 

Among the numerous varieties of the human race 
who flocked to Itome, the Ccrmans had many repre- 
sentatives. Tliey usually formed the Cmsads guard, 
as the Scotch archers at first, and the Svdss mousqueU 
(tires afterwards, did that of the Trench kings. The 
cavalry was no longer composed of lioman knights or 
Italians, ami the JJataviaii liorse had become an almost 
indispensable adjunct to the legions. A brother of 
the Cheruscaii Arminius served in the Komaii army, 
and boasted of his services and loyalty to Augustus 
and Tiberius. Givilis, the llatavian chief, liad been 
trained in a Eonian barrack, and liad smarted under a 
centurion’s rod. Here, then, was at hand an ample 
supply of men able to enlighten an historian of the 
German people — an advantage, liowcver, of which 
Tacitus, so far at least as ethnology is concerned, seems 
not to have availed hijiisclf to any great extent. 

We now turn from this curious, and in part perhaps 
fanciful, account of the German nations. In wliat 
relation it stands to the othef writings of Tacitus can 
never be known. It is tlie oidy one of them that has 
not an introductory prehice. It bears some marks of 
not being completed ] and may very possibly liave 
been an early draft or an abandoned design of a full 
history of the German wars similar in kind to the one 
already mentioned— Pliny the cider’s. 
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TIIR ^ANNALS,’ 

TIBKRIUB. 

The title of this work may not be inviting to some 
English readers. It may suggest to them the idea of 
a note-book in which rough materials arc collected for 
a complete and polished narrative. They have doubt- 
less observed in the most attractive historical works 
frequent references to monkish annals — to CamdciAs 
and Strype’s, for instance, the authorities for much 
dreary political or ecclesiastical controversy. Hut no 
one need anticipate in the ‘ Annals ’ of Tacitus any dul- 
ness. Ear from being the dry bones of some purposed 
record, tliey are among the most signal examples of 
thoughtful, interesting, and brilliant narration, They 
abound in anecdote ; their by-Avays are often not less 
pleasant than the main I’oad ; they take the reader into 
many lands ; introduce him to many forms of life and 
manners. The keystone of the arch is indeed Eome 
and its Cmsar, but the arch of description itself is 
wide in its span : the ‘ Annals ’ are the roof and 
crown ” of the mighty master’s genius. 

The ^Annals’ commence with the death of Augustus, 
A.D. 14, and, when in a perfect state, closed Avith the 
death of Jfero, in 63. In them Averc related the events 
of fifty-four years, They arc less mutilated than the 
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‘ History/ yot tliey have in some respects sufFcred far 
more severely, inasmiicli as we lose in tlie later of tlio 
author’s works many more important scenes and events 
than were treated of in the earlier. Of the fifth hook 
of the ‘Annals’ the greater part has perished; the 
seventh, eighth, ninth, and tenth no longer exist, and 
of the eleventh a considerable part is missing, lly the 
imperfect condition of the fifth book wo are loft to 
learn from other and inferior writers, many of whom 
lived long after the time of Tiberius, the real cliaracter 
of Sej anus’s conspiracy. By the entire absence of four 
books wo are without such a narrative as Tacitus alone 
could pen, of tlio whole of Caligula’s reign and of the 
first hve years of that of Claudius. I>y the mutilation 
of the sixteenth, we are deprived of the necessary ma- 
terials for understanding the causes and motives of tlie 
revolt which hurled from a throne he had so long 
abused the last of the Julian Ciesars. 

It is impossible to attempt giving a mere abstract 
of the ‘ Annals ’ as they have come down to us. 
Condensation is seldom satisfactory : an epitome can 
hardly fail to be more or less obscure. We must be 
content with dwelling on a few only of the more 
striking scenes or persons delineated by tlui historian. 
The lirst six books may be regarded as a portrait of 
Tiberius. He, present or absent from the scenes of 
action, whether they relate to war or peace, is the 
pivot on which the machine of government revolves. 
He was neither, like Claudius, the servant of his own 
freedmeii, nor, like hfero, the companion of singers, 
dancers, gladiators, and charioteers. History presents 
few characters so difficult to decipher as that of Tiberius. 
Even Tacitus’s summary of his virtues and vices can 
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hardly bo reconciled with facts or consistency. !Most 
unpopular with every class at Eome, and in its imme- 
diate neighbourhood, he was regarded by the provin-) 
cials as a wise, a temperate, and even a beneficent 
sovereign. It almost seems as if there had been one 
emperor in tlie capital and another outside its walls. 

After relating the death of Tiberius, 'facitus says — 
‘‘ lie ruled the Koman state Avith absolute sway. His 
manners also varied Avith the conditions of his fortune* 
His conduct Avas exenqdary and liis reputation high 
Avhile in a private capacity, or holding dignities under 
Augustus. Wliilo (Icrmanicus and Drusus Avere yet 
alive, his manners Avere reserved and mysterious, art- 
fully assuming tlio merit of virtues to Avhieli ho liad no 
claim. While his mother survived, his charaeder ex- 
hibited a compound of good and evil. AYhile he loved 
or feared Sejanus, though detested for his cruelties, he 
observed a secrecy and caution in the gratification of 
his evil passions ; but at last Avhen all restraints of 
shame and fi'ar Avere removed, and he Avas left to the 
uncontrolled bent of his genius, he broke out into acts 
of atrocious villainy and revolting depravity.’’ 

The historian Avho penned this very antithetical 
character, opens his foiwth book Avith a high testimony 
to Tiberius during the first nine years of his reign. He 
ruled indeed Avitli absolute sA\my, and so, virtually, had 
Augustus done before him : it was the “ hard condi- 
tion tAvin-born Avith their greatness;” but Avhile his pre- 
decessor had the art to veil Avith roses the chains he 
imposed, it Avas ahvays the ill-luck of Tiberius to dis- 
play them, and often inopportunely. Tor a period of 
eight years at least he intrusted to the senate all the 
* Annals, vi. cli. 51. 
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public and all private business of importance : to tbe 
leading members of it lie allowed liberty of debate ; ho 
checked flattery of himself ; in his preferments he was 
guided by merit, by ancient nobility, liy renown in 
war, by ability in civil accomplishments, insomuch that 
his appointments to offleo were universally approved. 
Consuls and pnetors retained the usual distinctions of 
their oflices; inferior magistrates their proper authority ; 
and the laws, except in cases of treason, were beneflei- 
ally administered, ddie tithes, taxes, and public reve- 
nues were managed by companies of Ivoman knights : 
the Ctesar’s own alfairs were conducted by men of 
eminent probity, some of whom were known to him 
only by tlieir good repute ; and when once engaged by 
him, they were retained without any restriction of term, 
and most of them grew old in the same employment. 
Dearth of provisions at times distressed the people, but 
through no fault of the prince, who spared neitlier 
pains nor expense to remedy the deficiency of food, 
whether it were owing to storms at sea delaying the 
corn-fleets, or to bad harvests. He took care that the 
provinces should not bo oppressed by new taxes, and 
that the already existing burdens should not be ren- 
dered intolerable by the strictness or rapacity of the 
farmers of the revenue.” “ My sheep,” it was a favour- 
ite maxim of his, “ may be shorn, but not flayed by 
you.” Corporal punishments and confiscation of goods 
were unknown. IMany a noble owned far more landed 
property in Italy than the emperor did ; many a rich 
man possessed more freedmen and slaves : and the be- 
haviour of the imperial slaves was modest, which could 
not always be said of the senatorial bondmen. If he 
had any suits, with private persons, he referred them 
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as if lie had hecn a simple citizen to the courts and 
the law. 

Tiberius, when the death of Augustus was publicly 
announced — ho had not arrived hi time from the Dal- 
matiaii coast to be present at the last moments of the 
dying Ciosar — entered at once upon liis important 
duties as commander of the army, governor-general of 
tlio provinces, and tribune of tlie people ; and tlius liad 
virtually in his hands all the essentials of imj)erial 
power, Secure of tlicse, ho awaited, until after the 
funeral of Augustus, his nomination as Prince of 
tlio Senate. And at this point, in the view taken of 
him by Tacitus, began that system of dissimulation 
which he followed through a long reign. It ]niglit have 
been more honest to demand, but it was perhaps more 
politic, as well as decent, to court the suffrages of the 
senate. The account of the Ciusar’s hesitation in accept- 
ing, of the senators' eager servility, in imploring him to 
consent to accept, the only dignity that was not his al- 
ready, is among the historian’s masterpieces of descrip- 
tion . Tacitus says that Tiberius jicvcr faltered, except in 
the presence of the conscript-hithcrs. One motive for 
his hesitation was a dread that in his nephew Gcr- 
manicus ho might find* a formidable rival, and there 
was not time to assure himself of the loyalty and 
honorable feelings of that darling of the Ponian people. 
Another but less obvious cause for delay, was his re- 
pugnance to be regarded as the nominee of his mother 
Livia, who not only at the moment had secured her 
son’s quiet accession, but also had obtained for him 
from the reluctant Augustus every office comprised in 
the imperlum — except that of Prince of the Senate. 
Moreover, there were members on^ the senatorial 
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bonclies whom the late emperor had suggested might 
contest with the son of Livia the succession to the 
empire. The suspicions were idle : the senate had 
been too long trained in subservience to have a voice 
of its own : but, although idle, they were not in- 
effectual, as the objects of them found in due time to 
their cost. Perhaps there was yet another motive for 
real or affected hesitation in Tiberius on tliis occasion. 
He loved to road men’s thoughts ; to analyse their 
motives ; to i^alance in his own scale their words and 
deeds, and to draw liis own conclusions as to what was 
merely li})-service, and Avhat was a real desire that he 
should ascend the vacant throne. Their votes and 
voices he could easily have constrained : he preferred 
to dra^v out tlio actual sentiments of Ids courtiers, llis 
dissimulation will hardly be accounted unwise, if we 
boar in ndnd that Tiberius at no one period of his life 
was a favorite of the Roman people. Their love and 
lio2)es had been lavished on his deceased brother 
Drusus, and now were transferred, in mcasuro heaped 
and running over, to the son of Drusus, the young, 
handsome, brave, and gracious (/crmanicus. 

]\Iore formidable dangers than political intrigues 
occupied the attention of Tibefius at the very moment 
ho commenced his reign. The legions in Pannonia 
broke out into mutiny as soon as they heard of the 
death of Aiigustus ; and their conduct was the more 
alarming froin the fact tliat six years before there 
had been in the same quarter a revolt of the same 
troops, which Tiberius himself had been sent to 
put down, and which, as it proved, he had “ scotched 
but not killed.” There was the more reason for 
prompt action, because the mutineers could in a fort- 
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night reach Italy, and in three weeks tlie capital itself, 
which was then slenderly supplied with guards, for 
the most effective divisions of the army were stationed 
ill Upper or Lower Germany. Tlie mutiny was sufli- 
ciently grave to render it necessary for the emperor 
to despatch his son Uriisus, and one of tlio prietorian 
prefects, vElius Sejanus, with a formidahlo force of 
cavalry and veteran infantry, to the Pannonian camp. 
A timely eclipse, however, so disheartened tlie rebels, 
that, after committing many atrocities, they returned 
to tlieir standards under tlie impression that the gods 
frowned on their revolt. 

P>ut if tlie Pannonian revolt Avas a s]iark, a mutiny of 
the legions in lJi)pt‘r and Lower Germany tlireatened 
to he a devouring llanie. Lor there, in botli provinces, 
the disaffected soldiers Avcrc in the imuKMliate neigli- 
hourhood of the fr(?e Genmans, proud of their demoli- 
tion of Varus and his army five years hefore, and ever 
watching for an opportunity to cross to the left hank 
of tPo Pliinc. The most iiopular general of the day, 
the (ki'sar Gerinanicus, was in command of eight 
legions — a force that Avith auxiliaries consisted of at 
least 00,000 men. Tiberius might affect to dread 
some half-dozen of the uiohles, but lie was sincere in 
his appi'oliensioiis of liis adopted son. ilim indeed 
he suspected unjustly. The noble nnd loyal disposi- 
tion of Gcrmanicus Av^as a riddle to tlio moody and 
timid master of thirty legions, and he probably dis- 
trusted him the more for a straightforward dealing of 
Avliich ho Avas himself incapable. To hear from suc- 
cessive messengers that the legions of the Pliine Avere 
in revolt; that they had olfered to proclaim their 
commander Caesar; that they had demanded and 
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received from liim a largesse; that not merely Ger- 
manicus, Ijiit also his wife, Agrippina, were the 
darlings of the mutineers ; and that even his little 
grandson Cains, the future Caligula, was their pet, — 
might alarm a stouter heart than Tiberius possessed. 
The name of Germanicus alone would have thrown 
open the city gates, and the servile aristocracy would 
have joyfully deposed, and prohal)ly put to death, a 
chief whom they disliked, and repeated their oath of 
allegiance to a Ciesar, beloved equally by senate, 
soldiers, and people. 

Tlic mutineers expiated their crimes by an ap- 
parently promiscuous slaughter of their leaders. 
But both summer and winter camps were become 
odious to them, and the blood of German foes alone 
could, in tlicir opinion, wash out the stain of their 
rebellion and sanguinary remorse. Germanicus, 
though autumn was already advanced, hurried them 
over the llhine, and indulged them with a brief 
campaign. To trace his steps through two following 
campaigns in Germany, would demand far more space 
than wo can afford, and also weary the reader with 
details of events which had no important conse- 
quences, and in which the *only character of any 
interest is that of Arminius, the Cheruscan chief. 
The story of this Gorman hero indeed belongs more to 
the annals of Augustus than to those of Tiberius, since 
it was in the earlier reign of the two that he achieved, 
by a combination of craft and valour, the destruction 
of Yams and his legions. Against Germanicus his 
success was far less signal, although by skilfully con- 
trived movements and indomitable energy ho bafllod 
the invaders,- seriously thinned their ranks, and more 
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tliaii once reduced tlie Homan general to straits wliich, 
but for tlie discipline of tlio legions, would a second 
time liave lost Home a general and an aimy. In 16 
A.D. Gcrmanicus was recalled from the iLliiiie. He 
was accorded a magnificent triumph, of which to 
Eoman spectators the most attractive feature was the 
presence of the hero and his five children riding in 
the same chariot. Yet this portion of the spectacle 
excited not merely sentiments of pride and hope, but 
also gloomy anticipations of the future. The people 
called to mind, that })opular favour had proved ca- 
lamitous to his father Drusus ; that his uncle !Mar- 
ccllus w'as snatched in his youth from the ardent 
alTcctions of tlio poj)ulaco ; and that ever short-lived 
and unfortunate wore the favorites of the Eoman 
people.” The prediction, not uttered wit,h bated 
bi'eath, doubtless reached the ears of Tiberius, and 
bore baneful fruit in later years, when his “fears 
stuck deep ” in Agrippina and her sons. 

d1ie presence of Gei’inanicus, now consul, was 
urgently needed in the Eastern provinces, where the 
death of Augustus had given rise to disturbances on 
tlie Armenian and Earthian frontiers, and where, also, 
the civil government ‘appears to have reqvured the 
presence of a vice-emperor. The removal of the young 
and successful gcncnul is ascribed by Tacitus to the 
fear or jealousy of Tiberius, but there is no reason fo 
impute such motives to him. Had Tacitus lived in 
the reign of Tiberius, we should perhaps have been 
told by him, that the Claudian Caesar had seen much 
service in the Ehenish and Danubian districts, and 
knew better than Gcrmanicus how to deal with bar- 
barians. So long as the legions wore burning their 
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.villages, devastating tlieir fields, and chasing them 
across morass, forest, and river, the Germans were 
tolerably united in a common cause. Whereas, rid 
of the invader, they were pretty sure to quarrel with 
one another ; and thus, by their civil wars, they served 
Itomc far more effectually tlian she could serve herself 
by the expenditure of blood and treasure. The cam- 
paigns of Gcrmanicus liad really no important result. 
The Germans were often defeated, but never conquered; 
and perhaps a Teutonic Tacitus Avould have told of 
more Eoiiian reverses than the Homan one thought 
meet to chronicle. From the ‘Annals’ alone it is clear 
that the invaders suffered sevendy from the natural 
diflicidties of a land void of roads and bridges, and 
studded with swamps and pathless woods, (dear, also, 
it is, that even in pitched battle the Eomans’ rank and 
file sulfered severely, and Avere cumbered by their oAvn 
armour; Avhile their lightly-clad opponents fought Avith 
ease and agility, knee-deep in Avater, or amid the gloom 
of a primeval forest. And hoAvever successful at the 
opening, Gcrmanicus Avas Avith one exception — his first 
inroad — always unfortunate at the close of his cam- 
paigns. He lost his flotilla: ho sacrillced many hun- 
dreds, at the very least, of valuable soldiers in extri- 
cating himself from the sodden and slippery marshes, 
many, also, in cutting his Avay through forest and am- 
bush, many by sudden and unexpected assaults, and 
many by the false reports of his guides. 

By appointing Germanicus to the viceroyalty of the 
Eastern provinces, the emperor might seem to have 
ceased to fear him, and to have gratified the wishes 
of all ranks in Eome. The choice, indeed, Avas, to all 
appearance, most happy. Had the tribes been polled, 



THE ^ANNALS'-TIBERIUS. 


63 


he was the person whom they would have voted for 
unanimously : had tho senate been consulted, there 
would have been no division : had the name of their 
favorite been referred to the army, there Avould have 
been a universal clashing of shields, and loud and 
ringing huzzas in assent. lUit Tiberius marreil tlio 
grace of this appointment by accompanying it Avith 
that of one Avho Avas notoriously an enemy of tlic 
proconsul. Among tlie proudest of lioiiiaii houses, 
at tlie time, Avas that of tlio Pisones. Calpurnius 
Piso had liis full sliare of the family pride, and saAv 
in (dermanicus, not the hero of the ])eople, but tho 
descendant of the plebeian Drusi, Yet of all the 
magnates of the time, it AA^as this Piso Avho Avas chosen 
for the post of ‘ coadjutor^ to the young proconsul. 

Tho story of tho later days of Germanicus is one 
of several enigmas Ave iind in the ‘Annals.’ He 
insiniiale.s that there Avas a court-cabal against him 
and his Avife — tho one Avas to be narroAvly Avatched 
by Ihso, tho otlier by Piso’s Avife Plancina. In the 
latter suspicion there Avas, ptnhaps, the more trutli ; 
for Livia, avIiosc iiilluenco Avas still great with Tibe- 
rius, did not conceal her hatred of Agriiipina. The 
historian hints that th^re Avero ugly stories about tho 
cause of ( iermanicus’s death — idle stories, })er]i,aps • 
yet it could not be denied that Avhether to gratify his 
oAvn malice, or in obedience to secret instructions 
received by him, Piso tliAvarted every plan or move- 
ment of Ills cliicf, and misinterpreted his Avords and 
acts. Certainly, if they had such orders, Piso and 
Plancina most punctiliously obeyed them. Go Avhither 
lie might, do Avhatovcr he might, privately or officially, 
the conduct of Germanicus, and without question of 
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Agrippina as well, was reported of unfavourably to tire 
Cicsar on tlie Palatine and liis niotlier. As a token 
of respect for tlie fonntainliead of Western pliiloso- 
pliy and literature, and to display Ins reverence for 
the birthplace of so many illustrious statesmen and 
philoso[)hers, orators, and poets, Germaincus, during 
a brief visit to Athens, laid aside every outward 
symbol of his high oflicc, and, attended by a single 
lictor, walked in the streets, and visited the temples, 
the schools, the gymnasia, and the theatres of the city 
of Pallas. This, certainly harmless, and probably sin- 
cere, homage to the memory of the mighty dead, 
appeared to the jaundiced eye of Piso an allront to the 
dignity of Pome. “ Was it seemly in Ciusar’s son to bo 
civil to such a pack of hybrid vagabonds as then were 
the Athenian peoidel Was it proper for one who 
represented the majesty of the em])ire, to curry favour 
with the olTscouring of various nations, with fellows 
whose great-grand sires had leagued with Mithridates 
against Sylla, ami whose grandsircs had fought with 
Antony against Augustus 1” During an interval of 
business, tlie proconsul sailed up the Pile and con- 
templated the great works of the Pharaohs and the 
Ptolemies. This pilgrimage, when reported to Tilicrius, 
gave him much ohence. And he severely censured 
Gcrmanicus for entering the capital of Egypt without 
permission from the prince. ‘‘For Augustus,’' ho wrote, 
“among other secret rules of power, liad appropriated 
Egypt and restrained the senators and dignified Eo- 
man knights from going thither without licence; as 
he apprehended that Italy might be distressed with 
famine by every one who seized that province — the 
key to the empire by sea and land, and defensible T)y 
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a small garrison of men against large armies." In 
neglecting to obtain a passport, Gcrmanicus was in- 
discreet ; yet, surely, by refusing tbo empire, when 
prollered by bis soldiers, he had given a sufficient 
pledge of loyalty. Even a governor-general, accom- 
panied by a fc\v trilmncs and centurions, on a journey 
of pleasure, need not have reasonably alarmed the lord 
of thirty legions, 

i\ll cause for fear or jealousy was soon at an end. 
Within a few weeks after his return from Egypt the 
hope and pride of the empire was stretched on a sick- 
bed, and p.assed away from friends and lovers, from 
foes and s])ics, in tlic capital of Syria, Antioch. Often 
as one of their beloved princes died unexpectedly, the 
Homan people, with a credulity not unconirnon in 
modern Europe, believed that he had met with foul 
play. The most absurd stories of magical arts and 
poisoning sprang u]), and were accepted by the popu- 
lace, and doubtless by many dressed in senatorial at- 
tire. At the trial of Pi so for the imj)utcd murder 
of his commander, and contempt of his orders, the 
diso}3edience of the coadjutor was proved, but the 
charge of poisonitig rpiito broke down, and, if we 
consider tlie circumstances, very justly. Even for a 
Piso it was not easy to drug the food of a man at his 
own table, in the presence of numerous guests and 
attendants. Tlie illness of which Gcrmanicus died 
appears to have been some species of fever. He 
had been siubhuily transplanted from a cold and 
moist to a hot and dry climate — from the banks of the 
Khino to those of the Orontes. Ilis vexations were 
many ; the acts and demeanour of Piso, and })crhap3 
of Plancina also, can hardly have failed to have ex- 
A. c. vol. xvii. E 
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cited suspicions that his coadjutor had some secret 
warrant for his conduct. When a man is laid low hy 
fever, some extra vexation is not unfavorahle — to the 
disease. 

If it he not easy to gather from the records ^vc pos- 
sess a satisfactory portrait of 'fiherius, it is even more 
dilficult to dccij)her the character of Sejanus. We 
are assured hy 'J'acitus that the loss of ( Jermanicus 
caused Tiberius no regret ; on the contrary, he accounted 
that event among the ^Mdessings of his reign.’^ For- 
tune, he proceeds, now began to change the s(jeiic — 
that is, in the ninth year of his principatc'. — and a train 
of disast(irs followed. The emperor began to throw oil’ 
the mask — either hy tyrannising himseir, or encourag- 
ing ami supporting otliers in tyrannical proceedings. 

“ The origin and cause of this change,’* lie says, ‘‘ are 
attributable to iFlius Sryamis, commander of the Pr;c- 
torian Guards. 1 le was horn at J Jolsena [Vulsinii] ; his 
hither was Scius Strabo, a Homan knight; in early 
youth he attached himsidf to Cains Cmsar, grandson of 
the deified Augustus. i>y various acts lui sa])se(iuently 
gained such an ascendancy over Tiberius, that tliough 
he Avas close and mysterious in his intercourse with 
others, he threw oil' alt restraint and reserve witli him. 
Ilis person was hardy and ecpial to fatigues ; his spirit 
daring ; oxi)ert in disguising his own inL(piities, proni})t 
to spy out the failings of otluirs ; at once fawning and 
imperious” — this is no uncommon combination ; with 
an exterior of assumed modesty, liis lieart insatiably 
lusted for supreme domination.” And with this view 
he engaged sometimes in profusion, largesses, and 
luxury ; but more frequently gave himself to business 
and watching, practices no less dangerous, when 
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counterfeited by ambition for tbo acquisition of 
power.” 

That such a person as 8ejanus should ever have 
existed, Tacitus ascribes to the wrath of the gods 
against the Koman state, to wliich tliis minister “ was 
equally fatal in the Inuglit of his power and his death.” 
Had ho confined tlie fatality to Tiberius himself, we 
should have been the more inclined to agree with the 
historian ; he in fact ascribes to tlie minister the poli- 
tical depravation of the emperor. 

The first important measure of Sejanus was to con 
centrate the pnetorians, or imperial body-guard, in one 
camp. Hitherto this division of tlie army had been 
quartered cither in the capital or in neighbouring towns. 
They a})i)ear to luive been billeted on [)rivate house- 
holders or lodged in taverns, and were doubtless, in the 
one case, a nuisance to tlnsir hosts, while, in the other, 
tliey were put in the way of evil companions. Viewed 
at the moment it was effected, and not judgcid of by its 
results, this collection of the guards into ojie camp ap- 
pears to have been a prudent measure - one that even 
a wise and honest minister might have devised or sanc- 
tioned. It assured the Covernment of ready support 
when needtal ; it would protect respectable citi/ens 
from the fury of a Homan mob, like those which occa- 
sionally disgraced the later years of {he commonwealth. 
It was, in fact, a very similar innovation to that in our 
own history, when a standing army took the place of a 
militia ; and it was more the fault of the time tliaTi of 
the change which rendered the prmtorians the tools of 
Ciesar, or the arbiters or donors of imperial power. An 
Augustus, who knew how to win the affections as well 
as the respect of his subjects, could .dispense with a 
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camp near at hand ; hut for a Tiberius, "who possessed 
no attractive <pialitics, and who was, perhaps, as much 
disliked by the citizens as he was feared by the nobles, 
such a bulwark may have been indispensable. 

Plots, or the suspicion of them, thickened very soon 
after the reins of government were placed in the 
hands of Scjaiius. The u])per classes, who looked 
on the (jlaudian prince as a siipplanter of the Julian 
line, yet more deeply resented tlie intrusion of one 
whom they regarded as an upstart — the obscure oftspring 
of a borough town {municipdis), having no ancestral 
claims on their respect, and whose family name had 
never been inscribed on the calendar of consuls {Fasti). 
Like the favorite counsellor of Augustus, Sejanus came 
of an old Etruscan house; but j\la3cenas had never 
risen above the rank of a knight, and was modest in 
his demeanour and habits of life. On the contrary, the 
man whom Tiberius delighted to honor was notorious 
for his arrogance, and the higher he rose in public rank 
or imperial favor, the more he was fa^vned upon and 
hated. When Caesar indeed proclaimed the virtues of 
this lucky adventurer, who would dare to call them in 
question^ In everything the emperor, now advanced 
in years, weary of ])ub]ic business, and conscious that 
ho was detested by a majority of the Poman citizens, 
gave way to Sejanus. The weak bent to the strong 
wiU — tlie man who could rise no higlier to the man 
who was still climbing up ambitioiJs ladder. So osten- 
tatious was his favor, perhaps, for a while, so sincere 
his friendship, that, in his speeches and letters to the 
senate, Tiberius frc(iuently made honorable men- 
tion of Sejanus. lie was his guide, his other self, 
in the government of the empire. Careless of public 
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honors himself, shunning rather than courting ap- 
plause from his subjects, Tiberius was gratified when 
such distinctions were conferred on his minister. Ho 
permitted statues and busts of tlie Etruscan to be placed 
beside his own in the forum and the law courts, in the 
printorian barracks and the camps of the legions ; nor 
did ho evince any jealousy when the senate decreed 
one altar to Clemency, another altar to Friendship, and 
set up around them portraits of himself and Sejanus. 

Tli(i most terrible Aveapon in the hands of Sejanus 
was that furnished by the public informer (delatores). 
It did not originate with him, but he worked the ma- 
cliiiio Avith an energy unknoAvn before. He had many 
reasons for rendering the function of informer more effec- 
tive. The Cicsar Avas timid and suspicious, and easily 
persuaded, after aAvldle,tbat his life or his authority Avas 
assailed by the persons Avho counted his days, arraigned 
bis policy, or spoke of his private conduct. The nobles 
regarded the minister Avith envy and contempt — with 
the one for his nearness to the Ckosar, Avith the other 
for his obscure origin. Again, Sejanus could not enter- 
tain a hope of sneC(!(Mling 'I'iberius, unless ho could iso- 
late him from his own family and his immediate friends. 
“ The imperial house*full of Cjesars,” writes Tacitus, 
“ the emperor’s son in the vigour of manhood, and his 
grandsons grown up, Avere obstacles to his ambition * 
and because to cut tlicm off all at once Avas dangerous, 
the success of his treacherous plot required that the 
horrid deeds should be perpetrated by sIoav degrees.” 
From the army and the populace he expected and 
experienced no opposition. The former, although they 
Avere Roman soldiers, Averc rarely Roman by birth, and, 
even if they kncAV the names of old and noble families, 
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they were ignorant of tlie deeds by wbicb tlie Fabii, 
the Scipios, the Cornelii, or tlie Gracchi had raised 
themselves to the consulate and the senatorial bench. 
The latter, with the mean spirit of a mob in all times, 
rejoiced in the humiliation of men of rank, and saw 
in every illustrious victim a kind of sacrilice to their 
own envy. A Itoman mob was always ready to cry, 
“ A has les aristocrats ! ” and a London or Parisian one 
is always ready to do tlie like. Among the earliest 
and certainly tlie most conspicuous victims struck down 
by Sojanus, was Drusus, the emperor’s only son. P>ut 
the direct heir to the jiurple was beyond the informer’s 
shaft : and the prince-imperial was murdered by the 
aid of bis young wife Livia, whom an adulterous con- 
nection had }ireviously brought into the snares of the 
ambitious miuistisr. It was against the widow of Ger- 
manicus, her sons, and their adherents, that he first let 
slip his bloodhounds. With Agri|)pina it was less diffi- 
cult to deal. 8ho was indeed far from friendless among 
the great : she was tlie darling of the Ponian pco])Io : 
and the soldiers reverenced in her the relict of their 
deceased and beloved commander. Put the great could 
gradually be mown down, by the aid of informers. 
The unarmed populaei; w^erc helpless; and the victims 
of information were despatched w'ith a secrecy that 
eluded the notice of the soldiers. Agripjiina hei'self 
aiforded opportunities to her foes. AVitlr all his ad- 
miration of her, as a sample of the woman of a by- 
gone age, Tacitus does not conceal the inlirmities of 
her temper. Her haughty demeanour, her unguarded 
tongue, luir bursts of passion, were the source of many 
sorrows to herself, of her ultimate ruin, and of that of 
many of her friends and partisans. The last injunc- 
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tioiis of the (lying Gcrmanicus were addressed to her. 

d’hen turning to his wife/’ writes the annalist, “ he 
adjured her ])y her remembrance of him, by their com- 
mon children, to divest herself of her unbending vS])irit 
and bow to fortune in the storm of her anger ; and, on 
her return to the city, not to irritate those who were 
more than a matcdi for her, by a competition for the 
mastc'iy. 8o much was said by him openly, and more 
in secret.” Tlio injunction was in vain : year by 
year tlui number ()f Inn* sui)})orters diminished : the 
brave and loyal were driven to suicide, or into exile, or 
handed over to the executioner : the timid forsook lier 
or became spies on h(w actions and words ; and she 
lie.rself, by otarasional indisc.retions, ]mrs(Hl the jealousy 
or incurred the anger of Tilau'ius. Of her three sons 
om^ onl}'- survived her ; and she lierself, after under- 
going (‘Ountlcss indignities, died, it is said, of starva- 
tion in the island of Ponza (Pontia). 

In his (h^signs against the family of Gcrmanicus, 
Sejanus, if not aided, was not crossed by the aged 
wMow of Augustus. To Agrippina and her children 
hi via felt, and did not conceal it, all the hatred of a step- 
motln'T. The favor which she extended to her eldest 
son Tiberius, seems not to have included his brother 
Drusus — assuredly not Drusus’ sons. The despotic 
and dangerous old woman, whom, ‘for Inw crafty and 
intriguing spirit, (kiligula (billed “ a lily sses in petti- 
coats ” — was more likely to cherish the. jealousy of the 
Caesar, and applaud the plans of his minister, than to 
shelt(‘r from their cruelty Agrippina and her orphaned 
children. 

The function of iTildic Informer {(Id(tfor) is one of 
the most pcrj)lexing features in Cresarian history. It 



72 


TA CITUS. 


is hard to imagine life endurable under such a system 
of police. It affected every order of society except the 
lowest, — senators, knights, magistrates, and military 
officers — the busy, the idle — the very young, the very 
old — men conspicuous for their virtues, and sometimes 
also for tlieir honourable poverty, and men notorious 
for their vices, and sometimes for tlieir wealth. A 
harmless country-gentleman was not more secure in his 
park than was the occu|)ier of a statedy mansion on 
the Palatine. The informer’s holt was not “the 
arrow which flies in darkness.” There was nothing in 
the system like the privacy of the Inquisition, of the 
Vehmgericht, or the Venetian Council of Ten. The 
emissaries of a Delator did not stick a citation on the 
pillow of his victim, nor drop it into a lion’s mouth — 
the government post-offi(!e. A\^hatevcr was done by 
the Poman informer was done openly. He was not 
ashamed of his calling : it brought him money and 
distinction : and ho gloried in the means that raised 
him from obscurity. And yet when no one Avas secure, 
men rcvelhid as well as lived under this reign of terror, 
drank old Falcrnian and feasted on Lmnlne oysters and 
Umbrian boars as cheerfully as if they were as sure of 
the inorroAV as of its sunrise anvl sunset. 

Political elo(iuence, at least on any grand scale, ex- 
pired with the commonwealth, for where there are no 
parties in a State there can l)e but few occasions for 
debate. In the law courts, at the city- p razor’s tribunal, 
and when there was an impeachment argued before the 
senate, there was still a field for wordy war ; and if we 
may trust to the reminiscences of the elder Seneca, to 
the reports of Tacitus, to Pliny’s Letters, to Quintilian, 
and other writers of the time, many of the Delators 
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were persons of grccat ability, and by no means con- 
temptible as public speakers. Some of them were of 
ignoble birth, others were scions of ancient families, 
whom, whether high-born or low-born, ambition, 
poverty, or fashion — for tlicro are endemics in public 
life as well as in certain states of the air — impelled to 
take up the profession of public prosecutor. Knights 
and senators did not l)lush to make a traffic of their 
eloquence and accomplishiiHmts; wliile a new man” — 
that is, one who had no '‘blue blood” in* his veins or 
waxen images in his hall — might, in dragging a culprit, 
or quite as likely an innocojit person, before the s(‘nate, 
complaisantly compare himself to a tribune of the 
people in bygone days. In ease of conviction, a por- 
tion of the tine fell regularly to their share, and it was 
often augmented l)y a special remuneration idso. But 
money was not their solo reward. At a later time 
there was coiiKKl the juoverb that Giden — a good medi- 
cal prnctice — brought wealth; and Justinian — briefs at 
the bar — led to hoTiors."^ The informer, however, 
besides Idling his pocket, reaped an ample hnrvost of 
political eminence and notoriety akin to fame. Hardly 
any one of this class of them, according to Tacitus or 
Pliny, possessed any private virtues. They were as 
covetous as they were unprincipled ; but their greial 
of gain was limited to getting it, for tlu^ most part : 
they S(piandered their enormous h'es, bribes, or gratuities 
as rapidly as they pocketed them. Prequeutly they 
suffered the misery they had inflicted : a rich informer 
was an irresistible temptation to a brother of the craft; 
or a Cmsar whose profusion had drained tlio treasury, 


* “ Dat Galenus opes, dat Justiniainis Iionores.' 
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made little scruple in banisliin" or strangling a pros- 
perous Delator, and seizing, for liis own use, his goods, 
chattels, and investments. When a Cicsar like Ves- 
pasian or Trajan wore the purple robe, it was an evil 
day for in formers; for then, if not handed over to the 
executioner, tlioy were sent to some island ])rison, and 
it soinetinies happened tliat the ship which carried them 
never reached any port. 

Many more pages tlian we can aildrd might be occu- 
pied by an account of tlic rise and fall of these perni- 
cious allies of despotism. We can only narrate a fi!W 
of their exploits. It was accounted a citme against 

maj(\sty — that is the concrete. Htate- to])erlbrm l)efore 

an' emperor’s effigy, even on a coin or ring, any act 
wliich would be deemed indecent in tlic presimce of 
the emperor Id nisei f, such as to strip a slave for chas- 
tisement, or ev<‘n to strip one’s self for tlie batli. Ko 
pul.ilic charge against an olficcr of tin; Stab; or an illus- 
trious citizen cann; to lx; thought coinpiletig unless one 
of disrespect towards the baesar was ann(*xed to it as a 
codicil. Silanus, ])roconsnl of Asia, a IViend of the 
deceased ( b;rmanicns, a partisan of tlie widowed Agrip- 
pina, was acensed of extortion in his ivi’ovince. iUit 
no sooiK'r was the impeachment pulilislied than a con- 
sular, an a*dile, and a pra.;tor brought other irrelevant 
charges against him,— among others, tliat In; liad pro- 
fixncd the divinity of Augustus ami disparaged the 
maprsty of Tiberius, Two prolligatc women of Ifigli 
birtli, Apuleia and Lephla, were imjieachetl for adul- 
tery and generally scandalous lives. Ihit tlie accuser 
tliought to strengthen his case by iniputiiig to the 
former of them expressions of disrespect towards 
Augustus and Tiberius, and even the empress-mother 
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Li via Augusta; and to tlie latter tlic crime of consulting 
soothsayers about the destinies of tlie imperial family 
— of course including in her inquiry the important 
question, ‘‘ How long is his majesty lihely to live 1 ” 
For a while it was necessary that the defendant sliould 
bo 2 )roved guilty of some act or deed. Afterwards 
words SjK)ken or written were admitted in evidence of 
disairiictioii, and many a scroll was burnt by tlie hang- 
man in the Forum; and several autbors died suddenly, 
because a volume in which llrutus and (Fissius were 
ovtolled, or an unlucky e[>igram or pasipiinade was 
found, was traced to Ilnur pen. 

Impeachment of conspicuous citizens and party- 
leaders was no novelty in Itome : the commonwealth 
bad beipieathed it to the empire, and the empire did 
little more than place it on a new platform. Laws on 
the subject of treason to the State [mtiJp.stdK) had ex- 
isted from the days of the kings. Indictments of politi- 
cal or personal o])])onents were among the privih'ges 
and the barritu's of public, freedom, and the lirighti'st 
laurels in the orator’s crown were the convictions of a 
8cij)io Asiaticus, a Verres, or a Catiline. Ihit when 
the enqieror united in his own person the various 
functions, civil and milRary, of the repulilic — when 
he was consul, luinco of the senate, censor, pro- 
consul-general, commaiuhu’ of the aisuy, and triluine 
of the ])eo})le— when he could legally as well as logi- 
cally say, IJftafj ccM mni — the law of DKiJrsias applied 
to his person alone, siiice he was the only representa- 
tiv(? of the nobles, the knights, the people, the legions, 
and the subjects of liome. Consequently he was the tar- 
get at which all satirical arrows were aimed, the object 
of every conspiracy, the aim of every rebel. The 
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Julian law, borrowed by the first Ciesar from Sulla’s 
legislation, but considerably modified, was confirmed 
and extended by bis successor : but neither the popu- 
lar Julius nor the prudent Augustus availed themselves 
of it, except under extreme provocation. It was not 
so with Tiberius, lie was, out of a camp, a timid 
man ; and after ho had reigned several years, and liis 
age was in tI\o sere and yellow leaf, tlie conscii)usness 
of his own unpopularity, and the knowledge of machi- 
nations against him, exaggerated his fears into cruelty. 
The history of the public informers accordingly 
opens witli this portion of the ^Annals,’ and does not 
close until Domitian fell under tlio bhnvs of a few 
conspirators whoso own lives depended on their 
taking his. 

It is creditable to Tiberius that ho at first struggh'd 
against the informers. He r(d)uked their officious zeal : 
h(i would not permit a cliargc of high treason [majesias) 
to be mixed up with one of misgovernment of a province 
or scfindal in private life, lie met sucli accusations in 
a spirit wortliy of a grc'at monarch : he was, in tlicse 
respects, less timid than our James L, loss vindictive 
than either Philip IT. of Spain or Louis XTV. In Ids 
better moods ho commended 'liberty of speech. ‘‘ In a 
free State,” he was wont to say, “ both mind and tongue 
should bo free. ” Put he was borne down by the 
current of the time. Ho avas wearied by the servility 
of the senate : ho was irritated by his own unpopu- 
larity, by pasquinades, by the rumour, if not by the 
reality, of plots against Inmself. Ho became, as ho 
grew older, more and more distrustful of all al^out 1dm, 
and when he discovered that even his own familiar 
friend, the man whom he had taken to his bosom and 
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treated as almost his ]:)artner in the empire, was false, 
mercy and justice alike departed from him, and the 
moody self-exile in Capri “ let slip the dogs ” of infor- 
mation against all who had followed and llattered, or 
were imagined to have done so, the arch-traitor yElius 
Sejaniis. 

As regards his fame, no step Tiberius ever took was 
more fatal to it than his retiring to Capri. It was a mys- 
tery which no one of his subjects could firtlioin ; hut 
it was also a mystery that invited the worst interpreta- 
tions. In the days of the commoiiwealtli, a tribune of 
tlie people had increased his popularity l)y instructing 
an architect so to build him a house on the Ca])itolino 
Hill, that all his fellow-citizens might at any moment 
he able to see what he was doing. It was a similar 
seclusion in his Alban villa that rendered Domitian 
more obnoxious than ever to all classes in Home. 
one, says Tacitus, could have imagined that a 
Roman would voluntarily abandon Ins country for a 
period of eleven years.” To modern ears the his- 
torian’s words sound strangely. Capri was not so far 
from Rome as Edinburgh is from London, yet we 
should thiidv the phrase extravagant, if a man, by going 
to the capital of Scotlarrtl, were accused of “ abandon- 
ing ” Britain. Ear other import had the words in 
Roman ears. 

Tiberius was in his sixty-seventh year wlien, on a 
pretext of dedicating a temple to Jupiter at Capua and 
to Augustus at Kola, he turned his back on Rome for 
ever. Ho was attended to the beautiful island of 
Capri, where ho lived in seclusion for eleven years, by 
a very slender retinue ; — by his minister Sejanus, now 
the ostensible if not the sole governor of the empire ; 
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by one of tlie most eminent lawyers of the day^ 
Cocceius ^N^erva ] by one other senator, by one Icniglit ; 
by an astrologa'r or two- — Cliahhnans, as they were 
then usually called j and by a few learned Greeks. 
Busy and curious T^ome very likely asked what occa- 
sion the Caesar had for the presence of an eminent 
jurist? The Greek companions they could easily ac- 
count for, since Tiberius had always dabl)lcd in lit- 
erature ; and the Ghahheans excited no surprise, for, 
ever since his long exile in Bhodes, he had been an 
iinxiaus imiiiirer into his own future, as well as that of 
men whom he feared or hated. Tiberius had ofteii ex- 
pressed an intention of visiting the provinces : galleys 
had been kept in readiness to convey him to Gaul or 
to the east : but he never (tarried out his ])urposc, and 
his indecision had become a by-word in Boinc. llis 
lingering in Ganipania, accordingly, and his seclusion 
in Ctipri, ti(U'j)lexed the senate and the people with 
wonder and fear. 

For tlie fear there w;is good cause. Although he 
withdrew from the publicity of Borne and its tedious 
ceremonies, at all times n^pugnant to him, 'fiberius 
dill not retire from the business of the State. Far from 
doing so, the decrees and letfeu-s issmal by him from 
the island, so far as we are accpiainted with them, ap- 
pear to have bemi among the worst samples of his 
jealousy and hatred of the senate. Tacitus and other 
historians lead us to impute to Sejanus tlie suggestions 
which exidtcd the Carsar to a long and uniform series 
of cruelties. And now it is plain why he took an ex- 
pert lawyer with him. Tiberius was in matters of 
form a pedant ; and therefore to advise him in criminal 
prosecutions, and to draw up death-warrants or sen- 
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tences of cxilo Avitli legal precision, tlie presence of 
Cocceiiis JSTorva was necessary. He, in lact, was a 
kind of ‘‘ Secretary of tlie Hanging and Heading 
Hepartincnt.” 

In tlie imperfect fifth and in the sixtli hook of tfie 
^ Annals ’ the history of Tiberius is completed. It is 
little more than the chronicle of suspicions and fears, 
and consequently increasing cruelty. An emperor, 
designed hy nature for great and salutary ends — some 
of wliich in the first nine years of his reign lie carried 
out —gradually sank into a tyrant, was a^ once 
miserable himself, and terrible to at least the higher 
order of his subjects. Hot until after the death of 
Sejanus did lie h^arn the real story of his son’s death. 
Apicata, the widow of the fallen minister, drew up a 
written narrative of the poisoning of Drusus, and then, 
rendered dcspenite by tlie loss of her children, dc- 
strf^yed herself. This new revelation of the perfidy 
of Sojanus — the only man whom Til)erius had ever, 
to all aiipearance, really trusted — brought out all the 
worst qualities in his nature, perhaps maddened him, 
for there was insanity in the (daudiau family, and 
more than one of his ancestors had displayed the 
symptoms of a disturlic'^l, as wndl as a depraved mind. 
But the mystery which shrouds the character of this 
emperor will probably never be completely solved ; 
and it would far exceed the limits, as wadi as be 
foreign to the purpose of this volume, to discuss the 
inconsistencies patent in the portrait drawn of him by 
Tacitus. The difficulty of severing truth from false- 
hood, rumour from record, trustworthy statements 
from scandalous memorials of the time, is forcibly 
expressed in the following words of Hiebuhr : — 
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The diflficLilties which embarrass an historical nar- 
rative of times preceding that of the writer, were for 
those of Tacitus really insurmountable. Tiberius had 
succeeded, after Germanicus had quitted Germany, 
in reducing the world ” — avo suggest that Koine and 
Italy would be more correct — to a state of torpid 
stillness, and in overspreading it with the silence of 
the grave. Its history is now confined to liimsclf and 
his unfortunate house, to the destruction of the victims 
of his tyranny and the servitude of the senate. In this 
dreary silence we shudder, and speak in a Avhispcr; 
all is dark and wrapt in mystery, doubtful and per- 
plexing. Was Germanicus poisoned 1 Was Piso 
guilty '1 What urged him to his mad violence ? Did 
the son of Tiberius die by poison, — Agri])i)ina by the 
stroke of an assassin? All this was just as uncertain 
to Tacitus as to us.” 

And the doubts which hang over this reign increase 
Avhen we turn from the pages of Tacitus to those of 
other writers, Avhethcr contemporaries of Tiberius or 
of a somewhat later periotl. In them Ave shall find that 
the admissions in his favor Avhicli the historian 
makes, reluctantly fall short of rather than exceed the 
truth. Those Avho Avere nearest to the time have 
generally treated the emperor with respect or in- 
dulgence. 

Nor should it be forgotten, Avliile admitting the 
darkness of the narrative, and trying in vain to re- 
concile the inconsistencies it presents, that among the 
materials employed by Tacitus in the composition of the 
‘ Annals ’ Avere, by his OAvn confession, the ‘ Memoirs ’ 
of the young(W Agrippina, the uiiAvorthy daughter of 
Germanicus, the wife of the unfortunate Claudius, and 
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the mother of the execrable bTero. The authoress of 
these ‘ Memoirs ' was not likely to be just, much less 
lenient, to the memory of Tiberius. Her mother, the 
virtuous and high-minded Agrippina — ‘Hi matron of 
the ancient stamp” — her two brothers, Drusus and 
Nero, bad been sacrificed to the fears and jealousies of 
the Claudiaii Ciesar, who listened to the evil prompt- 
ings of his minister Sejanus, and who was further 
incensed against the himily of Drusus by the haughty 
bearing of the widow of (lermanicus. The younger 
Agrippina had indeed wrongs to avenge ; but the de- 
struction of her near kindred was not her only motive 
for hostility to the name of Tiberius. Jtumour had 
bruited abroad that her father Drusus was in heart a 
republican, and regarded oven Augustus as a usurper. 
There was division in Caesar's household. The loyal 
Gernianicus, indeed, seems to have taken no part in 
it j but his wife, and the Drusi generally, viewed Ti- 
lierius as an interloper, and tliemselves, or at least 
the head of tlieir family, as the only legitimate suc- 
cessors of Augustus. The hatred which the Planta- 
genets felt for tlie Tudors, the hatred wliich the 
Jacobites cherished against the house of Hanover, 
Avill afford us some nufasurc of the feelings of the 
children of Drusus for the son of Livia. We no 
longer accept such writers as Heath -and Sandford for 
our authorities in the case of Cromwell, nor trust 
Eeginald Ikde in forming our judgment of Henry 
VIII. A similar caution may fairly be exercised in 
the case of Tiberius, as he is exhibited by Tacitus ; 
and, besides Agrippina’s ‘ Memoirs,’ Dean Merivalo has 
been the first to turn attention to a very probable 
cause for the ill fame of Tiberius. He was, in some 
A. 0. vol. xvii. F 
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things, an official pedant. The reports of criminal 
trials, even though they contain serious charges against 
himself, were carefully preserved in the public Kecord 
Office, which thus became an official repository for 
every calumny against the emperor which floated on 
the impure surffice of common conversation." There 
they probably remained unread until tlicro came a time 
of zealous reaction against the Julian and Claudian 
Cuesars — the time, that is to say, of Trajan. “We 
cannot but suspect," continues the same great authority 
for ‘ Kome under the Ctesars,’ “ that this was the 
storehouse to which Tacitus and Suetonius, or the 
obscurer writers from whom they drew, resorted for the 
reputed details of a prince’s habits whom it was the 
pleasure and interest of many parties to blacken to the 
utmost. The foulest stories current against Tiberius 
were probably the very charges advanced against him 
by libellers which he openly contradicted and de- 
nounced at the time, and which would have sunk into 
oblivion with the mass of contemporary slander, but for 
the restless and suicidal jealousy with which he him- 
self registered and labelled them in the archives of 
indignant justice." 

“Velleius Paterculus, indtiod, and Valerius Maxi- 
mus," writes Dean Merivale, whose delineation of 
Tiberius is a corrective of that of Tacitus on many 
points — ■“ contemporaries and subjects of that emperor, 
must be regarded as merely courtly panegyrists ; but 
the adulation of the one, though it jars on ears accus- 
tomed to the dignified self-respect of the earlier llomans, 
is not more high-flown in language and sentiment than 


Chapter 44. 
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wliat our own writers have addressed to the Georges, 
and even the Charleses and Jameses, of the English 
monarchy ; while that of the other is chiefly offensive 
from the connection in which it stands with the lessons 
of virtue and patriotism which his book was specially 
designed to illustrate. The elder Seneca, the master 
of a school of rhetoric, to which art his writings 
are devoted, makes no mention of the emperor under 
Avhom he Avrote ; but his son, better knoAvn as the 
statesman and philosopher, speaks of him Avith consi- 
derable moderation, and ascribes the Avorst of his deeds 
to Sejanus and the public informers {delatores) rather 
than to his own evil disposition. In the pages of 
Pliilo and Josephus the government of Tiberius is 
represented as mild and equitable : it is not until we 
come to Suetonius and Tacitus, in the third genera- 
tion, that they are blazoned in the colours so pain- 
fully familiar to us.”"^ 

* Hist, of the Romans, v. ch. 46. 



CHAPTER V. 


THE ‘ ANNALS.’ 

CLAUDIUS — NEUO. 

Claudius, the youiig(3r brotlicr of Germauiciis, was in 
Ills fiftieth year wlion, after tlic murder of Caligula, he 
was unexpectedly raised to the throne. Tacitus cannot 
conceal his amazement that one hitherto so contem])tible 
in the eyes of every class in Rome should have been 
reserved for the dignity of emperor. Some strange 
caprice of fortune,” he thinks, turns all human wis- 
dom to a jest. There was scarcely a man in Romo 
who did not seem, by the voice of lame and the wishes 
of the peoiilo, designed for the sovereign power, rather 
than the very person whom Fate cherished in obscurity 
in ord(3r to make him, at a future period, master of the 
Roman world.” ' 

Yet Claudius, in intention, was not among the bad 
Cxsars. Had ho Inet with honest friends, and had ho 
not been misguided by his freedmeii and his wives, 
hlessalina and the younger Agrippina, his rule might 
have been happy for his subjects and creditable to him- 
self. During a reign of fourteen years— 41 to 54 a.d. 
—he made many good and useful regulations. He was 


Annals, iii. ch. 18. 
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diligent, nay laborious, in public business — indeed, 
sometimes too much so, since he would often interfere 
with matters which it would have been wiser to leave 
in the hands of the proper and less distinguished 
officials. By his activity he often incurred blame ; 
and by his awkward manners and want of tact, ridicule 
also. Jlaturally a good-humoured man, ho was fre- 
quently led into cruelty by bad advisers, and these 
advisei's were his freed men or the empresses, 

Tlui r(dgn of Claudius has indeed often, and not im- 
properly, been called “the reign of the Ereedmen;^’ 
and as their ascendancy p(!rvaded the times both of 
this Cinsar and his immediate suc(;ossor, it may be well 
to give a slight sketch of them here. 

'fhat such a worshipper of times past, so stanch an 
aristocrat as Tacitus, dipped his pen in gall when de- 
lineating this order of men, is not to bo wondered at. 
Ills dislike of these u[)starts, as ho accounted them, 
was, liowever, an echo of an old republican sentiment. 
Sulla’s freedmen were, nearly i\s much as his proscrij)- 
tions, the cause of the ])rofound hati'ed with which the 
great Dictator was regarded by all except the highest 
aristocrats of Eome. Tlic freedmen of Ikjmpcius in- 
jured, by tludr pride ami ostentation, the popularity of 
that general favorite of both senate and people. Yet 
without attempting to ])alliate the vices of a Polybius, 
a Pallas, or a iSlandssus, it should Tjc borne in mind 
that in a State which can scarcely be sahl to have pos- 
sessed a middle class at the period treated of in the 
‘Annals’ — the balancing inlliience of the knights as an 
intermediate power hetweeii tlie senate and the people 
was a thing of the past — the employiiient of freedmen 
in State affairs was almost a necessity of the time. The 
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nobles were too proud, when not too profligate, to be 
willing or wholesome counsellors of Ciesar : and even bad 
they been better or more capable men than they were, 
he might have feared to draw them too near his person, 
inasmuch as the great families of Rome were never, at 
least under the ♦fulian and Claudian emperors, Cesar’s 
well-wishers. ^N’ot until a hownjoAm class df senators 
came in witli the Flavian dynasty, was it easy to find, 
fit for high office, men of decent parentage or ordinary 
ability. The names of the freedmen show that if not 
Greeks by birth, they generally sprang from a Grecian 
stem. Unfortunately for both (kesar and Rome, it 
was easy enough to meet with clever Greeks, but not 
with honest ones. 

So long as he kept on good terms with the soldiers, 
an emperor had little to dread from tlic ambition of his 
freedmen, at least as regarded Ids own position. For 
neither a servile senate nor a well-feeM prietorian 
cohort would have venturcfl to proclaim tlio emanci- 
pated son of a slave, Cfcsar. Claudius gave scarcely 
more offence to the nobles by conferring on Gauls 
the full privileges of Roman citizens, than he 
did by permitting his freedman Polybius to walk 
in a procession between the two consuls. T’hc odium 
incurred by royal favorites in modern times — the 
David Rizzios, the Buckinghams, and others — will 
enable us to form some idea of the feelings of Rome 
towards Pallas and blarcissus. The arrogance of these 
‘‘ new men ” was on a par w’ith their wealth. An 
anecdote by Tacitus shows their pride and apulcncc. 
A scion of the noble house of the Scipios did not blush 
to move for a vote of thanks in the senate to the freed- 
man Pallas. “ ‘ Public thanks,’ said this precious re- 
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prcsentative of the first and second Africanns, ‘ should 
he given to him, for that, being a descendant from the 
kings of Arcadia, he deigned to forget his ancient 
nobility, to accept service under the State, and to be 
numbered among the ministers of the prince.’ Clau- 
dius gravely assured the conscript fathers that Pallas 
was satisfied with the honor, and would still live in 
his former poverty. Tims a decree of the senate was 
engraven on brass, in Avhich an enfranchised slave, 
possessing about two millions four hundred thousand 
pounds, was loaded with commendations for his primi- 
tive parsimony ! ” * 

And Claudius had even worse companions than 
Pallas or Karcissus — the women who intrigued with 
them, and traded on the weak nature of an uxorious 
prince. In his early days, when ho was looked upon 
as only one degree removed from an idiot, ho had 
always been conlincd within the palace walls ; he 
had lived only with his wives — he had tried 
only to please them ; and besides them, he had had 
no social intercourse, except with slaves and f reed- 
men. Of his grandmotlicr Livia, the wife of Augustus, 
ho was always in terror. His ungainly llgure, his 
thick and stammering •utterance, his uncouth ways, 
his absence of mind, made him her abomination. lie 
was successively the husband of the profligate Messn- 
lina and the imperious Agrippina, and each of them 
made him their tool. Such' was the training, these 
were the companions, of the ill-starred brother of 
Germanicus. 

And yet the Ciusar, whom thousands of his subjects 


* Annals, xii. ch. 53 
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^incied to be, wliat bis grandmother had called him, a 
monster {porteniiwi homiuh), was the author of a 
measure that was not merely salutary at the time, but 
also tended materially to the ju’eservation of the 
empire for many generations. In 48 a.d., the ^Edui 
(Bourgogne) addressed a petition to Ciesar, praying 
him to grant to their chief magistrates admission into 
the senate of Ttome, and to such offices as led to 
senatorial rank. The proposal was received with 
some murmurs by a proud oligarchy. But Claudius 
su] sported it in a speech, still })reserved on a l)razon 
table discovered threci centuries ago at Lyons. The 
example thou set was followed by similar concessions, 
and Claudius preceded Vespasian in calling up to the 
great council of Tvome men of probity as wcsll as sub- 
stance, and in pouring new blood into the vinns of a 
decaying assembly, .Kor should wo forget the great 
public works that were executed in this reign, and 
winch Avould have done honor to a bettor age. The 
Claudian aciueduct was constructed in the grand antique 
style of the Etruscan architects, and su])plied Borne 
with water throughout the middle ages. The emissary 
or canal -which brought the Avab'r of tin; lake Eucinus 
into the river Liris, a design pwjnounced impracticalde 
by Augustus, was constructed and completed by Clau- 
dius, Eor tliese public services he ol)taincd but few 
tliauks froiii his contemporaries ; and the pen of the 
historian delineates his vices and In's weaknesses only, 
and makes no mention of the hotter qualities of this 
unhappy Cmsar. There can ho no doubt that his 
death "was clTocted liy ])oisoti administered to him by 
the last and worst of his wives, his own niece, Agrip- 
pina, Claudius she had cajoled or compelled to name 
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for his successor her son Nero, and to supersede his 
own son by another wife, Eritannicus. Symptoms of 
repentance for this unnatural act appearing in her 
husband, she called to her aid a noted artist in poison- 
ing named Locusta, and the administration of Inu’ drug 
“ was intrusted to llalotus, one of the emperor’s 
eunuchs, whoso office it was to serve up the cjnperor’s 
repasts, and prove the viands by tasting thejn.” 

“ In fact,” continues Tacitus, “ all tlie particulars of 
this transaction were soon afterwards so tlioroughly 
known, tliat the writers of the times are al)lo to account 
how tlio poison was poured into a dish of mushrooms 
of which lie was parti(mlarly fond ; lait wliether it was 
tliat his senses wiu'o stupelied, or from the wine lie had 
drunk, the effect of tlie poison Avas not immediately 
perceived. Agrippina Avas dismayed ; and summoned 
to her assistance Zenophon, a physiia'an, Avhom she 
had already involved in her nelarious schemes. It is 
believed that lie, as if purposing to aid Claudius in 
iiis efforts to vomit, put doAvnhis throat an envenomed 
featlior.” Whatever Avas done Avas etfectivo ; and 
(haudius, Avho all his lihdime was scarcely considered 
to be a man, Avars in a fevv^ daj^s pronounced, by a 
decree of the senate, to be a god, and honoured with a 
pompous funiu’al. 

With some precautions, for she -Avas not sure that 
the Ttoman people Avoiild quietly submit to the disin- 
heriting of Britanniciis, Agrippina presented her son 
at first to the pnetorians; and Avdien, by the promise of a 
donation, their assent had been secured, a decree of the 
senate pronounced him emperor. There Avas no op- 


* Amials, xii. ch. 67. 
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position on the part of the provinces, long accustomed 
to accept the choice of the capital. To rule in the name 
of her son was Agrippina’s purpose ; to him she left 
the pleasures, for herself she reserved the toils, of gov- 
ernment. Under this arrangement things went on 
smoothly for a few years, ami the ‘‘ Quinquennium 
JN^eronis” became in after-times a common phrase for 
expressing a happy and well-ordered administration. 

The young Ciesar enjoyed many advantages that had 
been denied to his predecessor. Claudius, who had 
a sincere relish for research, was permiited to pursue 
his own studies, and to write hooks, wliich have all 
perislied, and which probably no one except himself 
ever read. But hlero had been carefully trained in 
his childhood, and there is reason to believe that his 
talents werci naturally good, although his taste in 
poetry was, by unanimous consent of bis contempo- 
raries, abominable. He was an only, but not a spoilt 
child. TIis mother provided him with the best tutors 
she could find ; and his studies were superintended by 
the foremost man of the age in literature, tlie philoso- 
pher Seneca. In one liranch of learning he appears to 
have made little progress ; and his incompetence was 
the more marl^ed at the time, U:icause ability to address 
an audience was an almost universal accomplishment 
in young liomans ’of rank. “ Old men,” says Tacitus, 
“ who make it their recreation to compare the present 
and the past, took notice that Uero was the first 
Eoman emperor who required the aid of another’s elo- 
quence.” It may have been that Agrippina hoped 
the studies her son most delighted in — music and 
poetry — would always divert his attention from affairs 
of State, and leave herself and her favorites free to 
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deal with politics. In the forms and ceremonies of his 
high office, he was doubtless properly instructed ; 
since, hail he displayed ignorance of them, the Eoman 
wits and scandal-mongers would not liave failed to 
note it, and to make Eomo merry at the mistakes 
of its Caesar. In his five good years” ]N"ero indeed 
seems to have taken some part in business, and even 
to have exhibited generous instincts in his care for 
his people. Any dream, however, of an amiable 
character in JS^ero soon vanished ; and liis hither’s 
])rophecy at his birth — that “ liis and Agrippina’s off- 
spring could be nothing but a monster” — was amply 
fulfilied. 

can atford space for only a very brief summary of 
the events in a reign of fifteen years. Peaceful years 
they were not, like those in general of Claudius. 
Tliore were disturbances in Pritain : the Parthians 
were again in the field, though they were humbled in 
the end, anil their king Tiridates was compelled to 
acknowledge himself a vassal of the empire. He came 
to Pome : he had a inagnilicent rece])tion there ; and 
took his diadem from N^ero’s hand. Put Corhulo, a 
faithful and conscientious as well as brave and succes- 
ful general, was ill repaid for his victories. He antici- 
pated by self-destruction the death IS^ero had prepared 
for him. 

The fire which destroyed two-thirds of the city is 
scarcely less fimiliar to English readers than the great 
fire of London. The Golden Palace which hTero built 
on the ruins of Pome is also too famous for mention ; 
and the so-called first persecution of the Christians 
adds to the interest of the period. 

Hero’s follies seem to have caused more indigna- 
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tion than his vices, and his vices to have been more 
resented than his crimes. The murder of his young 
brother (by adoption) liritannicus ; of his miserable 
wife Octavia ; of his motlicr Agrippina, — did not seri- 
ously inceaise a prolligate nobility or a venal peoj)lo, 
althoiigli the latter once rose in favour of the wife, but 
were frightened into apathy by brutal soldiers. In 
point of fact, the vices of tlio Cjesars were those of 
the upper classes of I\ome generally, but, being ex- 
hibited on a larger stage, were the more observed, 
because, from his high and solitary station, the criminal 
was more conspicuous. 

Once, indeed, in the year C5 a.d., it seemed as if the 
tyrant had at length exhausted the patience of bis sub- 
jects, and that a spark still survived of the ancient 
spirit of Ivomo. The conspiracy of which Piso was 
the head, was formed ; and had the members (3f it not 
wasted time in long delays, and had its nominal chief 
not been weak and vacillating, there was a fair pros- 
pect of success. Tlic plot compris(Hl some of the 
noblest and some of the most intelligent men of the 
time ; among them the philosopher Seneca, and his 
nephew, the ])oet Tmcan. The consummate art of the 
narration, in this case, adds to the per(jeption of our 
loss in the absence of Tacitus’s account of the far more 
complex and moro widely raniihed conspiracy of 
Sejanns. 

In the combination of Piso and his associates against 
Nero we come for the first time on the ap]3earance of 
philosophers in connection with public affairs; and as 
Stoics es])ecially were destined to take some prominent 
share in the administration of the empire, or in the im- 
perial Council of State, nay, in the person of Marcus An- 
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rclius to occupy the tlirono itself, it may he pertinent to 
the subject to sliow what view Tacitus took of men who 
mingled speculative witli active pursuits. Two sects 
of philosophers of any moment j)revailed at Koine 
either in the time of Nero or the historian— the Stoic 
and Epicurean. But the latter of these so rarely appear 
in the ‘Annals’ that they may be passed over. It was 
otherwise with the members of the Stoic school. If 
not really formidable, they were the cause of great 
anxiety to the Cicsars. Tacitus informs us of the in- 
terest taken by the capital, and in many of the provinces 
also, tis to all tliat the Stoic Thrasea — with whose last 
words this i)ortion of his works closes — was saying or 
doing. The journals of the day were read in all parts 
of the empire in order to learn what dlirasea ap- 
proved or condemned. It was found that he avoided 
the ceremony of renewing the oath of allegiance to the 
Cicsar — in this case Nero— at the beginning of each 
year. Although one of the quindecemvind priesthood, 
he was never known to oflcr vows to the gods for the 
preservation of the prince. lie d(i(dined to pray for 
his heavenly voice, as others did ; and as the imperial 
voice was husky, it was the more disloyal in him not 
to petition the deities t»5 vouchsafe it clearness. The 
Stoics were much given to suicide, and in their lec- 
tures and writings commended the practice of it. 
And so it was difficidt to deal with ])eople who, hold- 
ing their own lives cheap, might bo supposed to have 
little respect for the lives of others. 

Tacitus did not hold in much esteem the doctrines 
of the Porch, and doubted the fitness of speculative 
dreamers for statesmen. Had Seneca shown himself a 
good adviser for his imperial pupil ? Had not the 
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pupil compelled the tutor to consent to or justify 
deeds which disgraced them both ? TTad he lifted up 
his voice when Britaniiicus was foully murdered ? 
Had he not composed the speech by wliich the son 
extenuated the still more atrocious murder of his 
mother! Some of these followers of Zeno he knew 
to bo arrant knaves — hired witnesses, unscrupulous 
informers, hypocrites who preached virtue and prac- 
tised vice under the slieltc^r of an unkempt beard and a 
ragged gown. Even such as he respected he often 
blames for their want of common-sense. Their pro- 
tests and struggles against Cmsarianism served for 
little else than to make it more oppressive. The 
rumour of a conspiracy increased a Ciesar’s fears : its 
lailure, his cruelty. The tendency of plulosophcrs to 
suicide — and in readiness to poison or stab himself the 
Epicurean was not behind the Stoic — Tacitus thought 
a symptom of impatience or moral cowardice, rather 
than of true manliness or patriotism. When so few 
people were good and so many evil, why should the 
former hang themselves and the latter llourish like 
green bay-trees ! 

Many of the numerous ancc<lotes with which Taci- 
tus enlivens his ‘Annals' are, taken in connection with 
the more important events of the time, key-notes to 
(knsarian history.’ The following words, addressed 
to Kero by a rough honest soldier, who had been en- 
gaged in Piso’s conspiracy, may suffice for one among 
the many examples that might be given. “ Asked by 
the emperor, what could induce him to forget the 
solemn obligation of his military oath, Subrius Flavius 
replied, ‘ There was a time when no soldier in your 
army was more devoted than I was to your service, 
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and that as long as you deserved the esteem of man- 
kind. I began to hate you when you were guilty of 
parricide : when you murdered your mother, and de- 
stroyed your wife : when you hecame a charioteer, and 
an incendiary.’”^ It is evident from this strange 
juxtaposition of folly with crime that Zero’s degrada- 
tion of his high othce weighed in public opinion fully 
as much as any of tho darker deeds which have ren- 
dered his name infamous for ever. 

The reader’s attention is now called to passages in 
tho ‘ Annals ’ whicli may fairly he denominated Episo- 
dical, and in which their author displays his masterly 
skill as a painter in words. He avails himself of every 
opportunity for such digressions, Weary, apparently, 
ol tho crimes, tho follies, tho caprices, and prodigal- 
ity of tho Ciosars and tho capital, he gladly leaves 
Koine and Italy for a while behind him, and welcomes 
a change of scene, even as tho traveller in a thirsty 
land welcomes the green spots and the water-springs 
which relieve tho tcdioiisness of his way. 

Whenever Tacitus indulges himself in those heau- 
tifid episodes, in which he relates some domestic trans- 
actions of the (Jermans or the I’arthians, his principal 
object is to relieve tho » attention of the reader from a 
uniform scene of vice and misery.” t So wrote one 
who had deeply studied the works of the historian, 
and who followed tho example he commends in many 
of his own most interesting chapters. 

The reign of Tiberius, for example, although it lasted 
for twenty-three years, is far from rich in events, and. 


* Aniials, XV. cli, G7. 
t Gihboii— Decline and Fall, ch. viii. 
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without episodical digressions, is little more than a 
narrative of the contest between the emperor, the Jul- 
ian family, and the senate. Tiberius, after Gcrmanicus 
was recalled from the Khine, succeeded in reducing 
the Komaii world to a state of general accpiiesccnco in 
his rule. The provinces, to all appearance, and in- 
deed according to the account given of them by other 
writers, enjoyed the benefits of a general peace ; and 
had every reason to be content with a Chesar who did 
not oppress them by capricious or over -burdensome 
taxation, and who, by allowing both imperial and 
senatorial governors to remain long, and sometimes 
oven for life, in office, 'delivered tlieiii from the harpies 
sent out at least triennally by the commonwealth. 
One great olfencc, in Tacitus's opinion, committed by 
Tiberius, was his politic neglect of minor disturbances 
abroad. He would not expend the forces of the em- 
pire upon petty viars in Africa or Gaul. Tie forbore 
to interfere with tliem in person : lie let them eitlicr 
die out by exhaustion of the rebels themselves, or left 
tlicin to bo extinguished by his ordinary representa- 
tives, prietorian or proconsular. Taentus, who wrote the 
‘ History ’ and ‘Annals' under the warlike Trajan — who 
not only put down revolt withdiis own hand, but con- 
siderably extended the boundaries of the empire — con- 
demned the policy of Tiberius as cither a culpable 
neglect or an inglorious timidity. .But in his Dacian 
war, Trajan humbled an enemy who, in a few years 
more, might have imperilled Eomo itself ; and in his 
eastern campaigns taught the Parthians a lesson which 
they remembered until again invited to active measures 
by the decrepitude and decline of the empire itself. 

Very early in the ‘Annals’ we are introduced to the 



THE * ANNALS*— HERO. 


97 


rivals of Rome on its eastern frontier. Armenia was 
a constant bone of contention between tbe Roman and 
the Parthian monarch. It had been so wlien consuls 
ruled the State ; it was so under Augustus ; and it was 
the ambition and tlie pride of both tlio eastern and the 
western emperor to place on the Armenian throne a 
sovereign willing to be guided by them respectively. 
In A.D. 16 , and before the Rhenish campaigns of Ger- 
inanicus were finished, tlic oriental kingdoms, and con- 
seiiuently the Roman provinces adjacent to them, were 
thrown into commotion. The flame of discord was 
lighted up by the Parthians. "Weary of civil broils 
and a disputed succession to tlio throne, that restless 
people had sued for a king at the hands of Romo, and 
not long after acci^pting, grew tired of him. Vonones, 
whom the Ciesar ha<l sent them, was at .first received 
with all demonstrations of joy. But his subjects soon 
began to despise him as a prince, whoso education at 
Rome had rendered him unfit for an eastern crown. 
In his tastes and pursuits lie was essentially a foreigner. 
He took no delight in horsemanship — and to bo a fear- 
less rider was, among the Parthians, one of the most 
indispensable of royal virtues. Hot being an expert 
and fearless horseman, naturally disliked the 

sports of the chase — and this was another cause of 
grave oll'ence to liis people. When, he made a pro- 
gress in his kingdom, ho did not witch the world with 
noble horsemanship, but lolled lazily in a litter, like 
some efleminato western despot. Hext, the rude fare 
of the Parthians was not to his taste : he introduced 
new-fangled Italian dishes, and thus vexed the souls 
of his caterers and cooks. The Romans were particu- 
lar in sealing up their winc-casks : and Vonones looked 
A. c. vol. xvii. o 
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sliaq) after his cellar. This conduct was thought 
ahominahlo in a crowned liead, and excited the ridi- 
cule and contempt of his hutlers and his peo'ple. Again, 
since the days of the great Cyrus, it had ever been the 
practice of oriental potentates to show themselves 
sparingly to their subjects, and even to their courtiers 
and ministers to bo difficult of access ; whereas Vono- 
nes was affable to all comers, and practised at Seleucia 
the courtesy which he had seen Augustus display at 
Koine. “ Virtues,'* says Tacitus, new to the Par- 
thians were new vices. Between his good and evil 
qualities no distinction was made : they were foreign 
manners, and for that reason detested," Tire unlucky 
Vonones was in a very similar position to that of our 
George I. and George IT., whose preference for Hano- 
verian ways and dishes, whoso undisguised yearning 
for their palace at Herrenhausen and its stiff and punc- 
tilious ceremonies, and wliose equally manifest distaste 
for English cookery, rendered them very unpopular 
with the nation that had not very willingly invited 
them to the throne. 

l^ot, however, until Hero’s reign, and shortly after 
his accession, do the Parthian wars occupy a promi- 
nent space in the ‘Annals.’. Cn. Domitius Corbulo 
was a soldier of the ancient stamp — one “ lit to stand 
by Caesar and give direction.” He had highly distin- 
guished himself under Claudius in a war against a 
German tribe, the Cliauci, and by the excellent dis- 
cipline he maintained in his army — not a universal 
merit at the time in Koman generals, as appears in 
several chapters of the ‘ History.’ In the year 54 a.d., 
the Parthian king, Vologescs, invaded Armenia and ex- 
pelled its king, Ehadamistus, who was under the pro- 
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tection of the Eoman Coesar. The war, with sundry 
intervals of truce, lasted for nine years, but, in despite 
of miicli thwarting by Nero or his advisers, Corbulo 
was uniformly successful, and secured and strengthened 
the eastern frontier for several years to come. “ Cor- 
bulo,” says Tacitus, “was in liigh favour with the 
princes of the east.” He possessed many qualities 
attractive to oriental minds. Ilis stature was manly, 
his personal dignity remarkable : his discourse magnifi- 
cent — that is, having something of Asiatic pomp : his 
movements in the field were rapid : his combinations 
(jxcited the wonder and applause of his opponents — 
oven in their eyes he was a hero ; “ho united,” says 
the historian, “ with experience and consummate wis- 
dom, those exterior accomplishments, which, though in 
themselves of no real value, give an air of elegance 
even to trifles.” 

The well- trained legions which Corbulo command- 
ed in Germany did not accompany him to Armenia. 
There he had to construct an army before ho could 
venture on active operations in the field : — 

“ lie had to struggle Avith the slothful disposition 
of his legionaries more than with the perfidy of his 
enemies; for the legions brought out of Syria, enervated 
by a long peace, boro Avith much impatience the duties 
of Koman soldiers. It fully appeared that in that 
army there were veterans who never mounted guard, 
never stood sentry — men avIio gazed at a palisade and 
foss as things strange and Avonderful — without helmets 
or breastplates — coxcombs, and only looking after 
gain, having served their Avliole time in dilfercnt 
toAvns. Having, therefore, discharged such as Avero 
unfit from sickness or age, ho sought^ to recruit his 
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forces ; and levies wore made through Cappadocia and 
Galatia, and a legion from Germany was added. The 
whole army, too, was kept in tents ; though such was 
the rigour of the winter, that the earth, which was 
covenid witli ice, would not, without digging, afford a 
place for their tents. Many had their limbs shrivelled 
up by the intense cold; and some, as they stood 
sentry, were frozen to death. One soldier was par- 
ticularly remarked, whoso hands, as he carried a 
bundle of wood, mortified so suddenly that, still 
clasping the burden, they dropped from Ins mutilated 
arms. The general himself, thinly clad, his head 
bare, when the troops were assembled, when employed 
in their works, was incessantly among them, com- 
mending the stout-hearted, comforting the feeble, and 
exhibiting an example to all. Slirinking from the 
hardship of the climate and the service, many at first 
deserted ; but desertion was in all cases punished with 
death. Nor did Corbulo, as in other armies, treat with 
indulgence a hrst or second oifenco. That course 
experience proved to be salutary and preferable to 
mercy, inasmucli as there were fewer desertions from 
that camp than from those in which lenity was em- 
ployed.” 

The result of such extreme severity shows not 
merely the ability of the commander, but also the 
sterling worth of the Itoman soldier, wlio submitted 
to the conversion of a slothful into an active force, and 
while ho suffered under it recognised the wisdom of 
such discipline. . In reforming troops whom other 
generals had spoiled by indulgence, Corbulo followed 
the wholesome example of the conqueror of Carthage, 
the younger Scipio Africanus, who reorganised at 
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Numantia a lax and disorderly army ; and that of 
Cains Marius, 'svho, like our Wellington in l^ortugal, 
proliibited his men from fighting until ho was satisfied 
that they were soldiers indeed. 

The pride of the Konian people had rarely been 
more deeply gratified tlian when the news arrived that 
the Armenian king, Tiridates, had surrendered to 
Corbulo, and had laid down his diadem at the foot of 
Xcro’s statue, in the camp of his conqueror and in the 
presence of his own nobles. The homage was the 
more signal and complete because Tiridates was a 
brother of the l^rrthian monarch, and had been placed 
by him on the Armenian throne. A few days before, 
Corbulo and Tiridates had an interview in the tent of 
the latter, and the ceremony then observed was not 
unlike that wliich now takes place when a governor- 
general of India receives a native prince. The Parthian 
and the Poman general, each attended by twenty 
mounted olFicers, met on ground now occupied by the 
legions, but recently the scene of a defeat on their 
part. As soon as they drew near to each other, Tiri- 
<lates leapt from his horse, and Corbulo returned the 
compliment. They then advanccnl on foot, and took 
each other by the ham?. The pride of the Earbarians 
was llattcrcd by the recollection of their late victory 
on the spot ; while the triumph of Corbulo was ren- 
dered complete by the propixsal of the Armenian king 
to accept his crown from the Caisar’s hand in liome 
itself. The conference ended with an embrace. 

Then,'' proceeds the historian, after an interval 
of a few days, the two armies met with much pomp 
and circumstance on both sides : there stood the Par- 
thian horse, ranged in troops with tlje standards of 
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their several nations : here were posted the battalions 
of the legions, their eagles glittering, their ensigns 
displayed, with the images of their gods, and forming 
a kind of temple. A tribunal placed in the centre 
supported a chair of state, on which the statue of 
Nero rested. Tiridates approached, and having im- 
molated the victims in due form, he lifted the diadem 
from liis head and laid it at the foot of the statue. 
Every heart throbbed with intense emotion." 

Tiridates seems to have been more struck by the 
manners of the Romans than by their military array. 
Perhaps to a monarch accustomed to see myriads of 
horsemen in their bright cliain-mail, tlie compact camp 
and the scanty cavalry of his opponents might appear 
comparatively poor and mean. Wc are told that — 

To the splendour of renown — for he was held in 
high esteem by the easterns — Corbulo added the graces 
of courtesy and the pleasures of the banquet : during 
which the king, as often as he observed any usage 
which was now to him, was frequent in his inquiries 
what it might mean — as that a centurion advertised 
the general when tluj watcli Avas lirst set, and the com- 
pany at the banquet broke up at the sound of a 
trumpet. Why Avas the fuel’ on the augural altar 
kindled by a torch 1 All which, Corbulo explaining in 
a strain of exaggeration, inspired Tiridates Avith ad- 
miration of the ancient institutions of the Romans." 

Occasionally Tacitus indulges in Avhat avc may fairly 
term a romantic story. Rliadamistus, an Iberian 
prince, had usurped the Armenian throne, but was 
expelled from it by the Tiridates just mentioned, and 
compelled to fly for his life. “ He escaped with his 
wife, and both owed their lives to the speed of their 



TUB * ANN -NERO. 


103 


horses. She was far advanced in pregnancy, yet from 
dread of the enemy, and tenderness for her hushand, 
she bore up at first as well as she could under the 
fatigue of tlie flight. Compelled, however, to yield to 
her condition, she implored him to save her by an 
honorable death from the reproach and misery of 
captivity. At first lie embraced, he comforted and 
cheered her ; now admiring her heroic spirit, now 
faint with dread that, if left behind, she might faU 
into the hands of another. At last, from excess of 
love, and his own familiarity with deeds of horror, ho 
bared his scimitar, and wounding lier, drew her to the 
banks of tlie Araxes, where he committed her to the 
stream. He himself fled with headlong speed till he 
readied Iberia. Zenobia, meanwliile (for such was 
her name), was descried by sliephcrds floating on the 
water, still breatliing, and with manifest signs of life ; 
and as they gathered from the dignity of her aspect 
that she was of no mean rank, they bound up her 
'^rtaind and ap|)]ied their rustic medicines to it ; and 
when they liad learnt her name and adventures, they 
conveyed her to Artaxata, whence, at the jmblic 
charge, slie was conducted to Tiridates, who received 
her coiiricously, and treated her with the respect due 
to royalty.” * 

This story of Zenobia in no way affects the fortunes 
of the empire. It throws no light on the policy or 
diaracter of the Ciesars, but it affords tbo writer an 
opportunity for displaying tbo deep interest be took in 
th(‘. sorrows and sutlerings of humankind. 

Ho does not disdain to interrupt bis narrative when 
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that ‘‘ miraculous bird tho phoenix, after disappearing 
for a series of ages, revisited Egypt in the year 34 a.d.’^ 
lie thinks the fact worthy of notice, and that it will 
not be unwelcome to the reader.” 

“ That the phcenix is sacred to the sun, and differs 
from the rest of the feathered species in the form of 
its head, and the tincture of its plumage, are points 
settled by naturalists. Of its longevity the accounts 
are various. The common persuasion is, that it lives 
five hundred years, though by some writers the period 
is extended to fourteen hundred and sixty-one. . . . 
It is the disposition of the phmnix, when its course 
of years is finished, and the approacli of death is 
felt, to build a nest in its native clinu^, and there de- 
posit the principles of life, from wliich a new progeny 
arises. The first care of the young bird, as soon as 
fledged and able to trust to its wings, is to perform 
the obsequies of its father. Eut this duty is not un- 
dertaken raslily. He collects a quantity of myrrh, 
and, to try its strength, makes frequent excursions 
with a load on its back. When he has made this ex- 
periment through a long tract of air and gained confi- 
dence in his own vigour, ho takes up the body of his 
father, and flies witli it to tho altar of the sun, where 
he leaves it to be consumed in flames of fragrance. 
Such is the account of this extraordinary bird. It has, 
no doubt, a mixture of fable ; but that tho phoenix, 
from time to time, a|)pears in Egypt, seems to be a 
fact sufficiently ascertained.” ^ 

We pass on to tho ^ lIisto^y^ Inferior to them in 
some respects, and far more imperfect tlian the ^ Annals,’ 
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the earlier- written work rests on better authority than 
the later. The ‘ History/ indeed, is a narrative akin 
to that of Livy and Homan historians in general; 
whereas the ‘ Annals * are conceived in a modern spirit, 
and are the model on wliich many subsequent writers 
have constructed their works. 



CHAPTER VI. 


^ HISTOUY,’ 

GALliA— OHIO. 

AVhether tlio year 51 or 54 a.d. be accepted as the 
birtli-year of Tacitus, lie was old enough, in either 
case, to have been able to watch and to retain a 
lively recollection of the great convulsion of the 
empire wliich followed Nero’s death. If born in 
the later of these years he was nearly sixteen, if 
in the earlier lie was nearly eighteen ; and witli 
the sixteenth year commenced the manhood of a 
Roman ; and at eighteen we have already seen that 
Pliny had put on a lawyer’s gown. The ‘ History ’ may 
accordingly bo accounted tlio work of one having good 
opportunities for observation himself, and for making 
inquiry from others. 

The ‘History,’ when perfect, extended from the arrival 
of Galba in Piomc; on the 1st of January, G9 a.d., to 
the murder of Doniitian in 96. If the books which 
are unfortunately lost bore any proportion to those ex- 
tant, then we may fairly put down the number of them 
as thirty at the least. Unfortunatdy we possess only 
four books and the beginning of the lifth, and these 
comprise, and that not entirel)^ the events of those 
troubled years 69 and 70. The second chapter is a 
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prologue to a tragic drama of the deepest dye, and pre- 
pares us for scenes of crime and calamity following one 
another in rapid succession. 

I am entering,” writes Tacitus, on the history of 
a period rich in disasters, frightful in its wars, torn by 
civil strife, and even in jieace full of horrors. Four 
emperors perislied by the sword. There were three 
civil wars : there were more with foreign enemies : 
tlierc were often wars that had both characters at once, 
ISiow, too, Italy was prostrated by disasters either en- 
tirely novel, or that recurred only after a long succes- 
sior of ages. Cities in Campania’s richest jilains were 
swallowed up and overwhelmed — Eome wasted T)y 
conllagrations, its oldest temples consumed, and the 
Capitol itself lired by the hands of citizens. Never, 
sui'oly, (lid more tcrrilde calamities of the Homan people, 
or evidence more conclusive, prove that the gods take 
nv thought for our happinciss, but only for our punish- 
ment.’’ 

In the election of a Cmsar the senate might affect 
to confirm the choice of the soldiers ; but it was the 
soldiers, or at least the terror of tliein, wlio really in- 
vested with tlie purple rohe Servius Gall)a. lie was 
chosen by the Spanish ♦legions, to whom the example 
liad been set by those of Gaul, who had put forward 
as Nero’s successor Vindex and Yirginins Kufus. Tlie 
one perished in the attempt to become Cmsar; tin) other, 
with courageons moderation, refused to he })laced on 
that proud hut perilous eminence. In their selection 
of Gnlba the soldiers to all appearance did wisely and 
well, for he had passed through many grades of both 
military and civil offices with much credit to himself. 
He reigned long enough and unfortunately enough to 
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merit the description — it has become almost proverbial 
— that had he never been emperor no one would have 
doubted his capacity for cm 2 )iro. 

He came to the throne under almost every possible 
disadvantage. lie was old, he was ugly, bald-headed, 
and a gouty invalid. He kept his purse-strings light : 
he spoke his mind indiscreetly : he was a slave to his 
freedmen and favourites : good in intention, ho was 
infirm of purj)Oso : a popular and humane provin- 
cial governor, he caused much l)lood to be spilt in 
Eomc, not because he was cruel, but through weak- 
ness, indecision, or mere perplexity. 

He came to a city peopled by his foes. The prm- 
torians could not stomach a Cicsar chosen by the 
legions ; they could not conceal from themselves that 
the fiital secret was revealed, and indeed was pervading 
the provinces — that a “ prince might be created else- 
where than at Home.” Highly had Nero favored — 
nay, even flattered — his body-guards. They were the 
props of his throne : their tribunes, and even their 
centurions, were admitted to bis orgies : they stood 
beside him in the courts of justice : they accompanied 
him on his journeys : he enriched them, when his own 
coffers were empty, with the spoils of noble bouses: 
lie relaxed their discipline : he catered for their plea- 
sures : they led the applause when he drove his chariot 
in the circus, or sang and spouted in the theatre. 
And now a Cmsar was in their darling’s place wlio 
know not the praetorians — who had filled the capital 
with the ordinary legionaries, whom they bad always 
affected to despise as the “ Line.” The treasury was 
known to bo empty : the Ca3sar was said to be ava- 
ricious. “ He loved no plays ; ” ho was not musical ; 
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nothing was to bo expected, much to be dreaded from, 
this septuagenarian and worn-out martinet. 

The populace were not less hostile to Galba. Next 
to the praetorians, they were the late emperor’s 
warmest supporters. He Avas ever giving tlicm good 
dinners and shoAVS and spectacles : he did not keep 
himself shut up in the recesses of the palace : his hand 
Avas heavy on the senators, and the senators they 
liated ; but he Avas the king of the people ; and, being 
so, Avliat mattered it to them if he had put to death 
Ids adoptive brother Eritannicus, or that termagant his 
imd lier Agrippina, even if she were a daughter of tlieir 
once much-loved Oermanicusl 

Nero’s freedinen, again, Avero among Galba’s foes. 
They indeed had been making hay while tlie sun 
shone; they had “soaked up the Cicsar’s countenance, 
his rcAvards, his authorities.” Now evil days had 
come : inquiries Avero being made into the modes by 
which they had become rich — demands Avere being 
issued for restitution of their gains. Galba needed 
wliat they had gleaned ; and it Avas “ but squeezing 
them and, sponges, you Avill be dry again." The in- 
quiries and demands Avere alike vain, for the sponges 
AVere already dry ; tbe^»had squandered abroad all that 
they liad nefariously gotten. If Galba had any friends, 
they Averc in his OAvn army, or in tire senate. Eut, by 
an indiscreet though honest declaration that he Avas 
wont to “choose his soldiers, not to buy them," he had 
also disappointed and estranged liis own partisans. 
To rely on the senate was to lean on a broken reed. 
The senatorial chiefs were none of them men of bold 
aspirations or vigorous resolutions. 

Ill luck dogged the heels of Galba ^even before lie 
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reached Italy. The prefect of the praitorians, [N’ym- 
phidius Sahiniis, who had taken an active part in 
Nero’s overthrow, had met his successor at Narboniie 
(Narbo), and, with many compliments, tendered him 
allegiance, accompanied Avith a modest request to have 
one of the highest offices in the State conferred on 
liimsclf. The ground, however, was preoccupied by 
Galba’s adherents, Avho, not unnaturally, claimed place 
and priority in his favors. The prefect, deeply oirended 
l)y such refusal, liurried back to Rome, and tried to 
persuade the body-guard to proclaim him, Caesar. 
This was too strong a measure even for the dissatisfied 
soldiery, and Nymphidius was slaughtered in the prae- 
torian camp. 13ut Galba, or his counsellors, pushed 
success too far by demanding the sacrifice of all Nym- 
phidius’s supporters Avho had not already destroyed 
themselves, and by putting to death a man of consular 
rank, Petronius Turpilianus, whom Nero had appointed 
to the command of his guards, and Avho was now con- 
demned Avithout even the formality of a trial. Such 
informal execution of “ persons of quality ” would have 
touched lightly an army or a populace already fiimiliar 
A^i irregular sentences and short shrift. Put Galba 
increased his evil repute as a man of blood when, on 
arriving at the ^lilvian Bridge in Rome, he ordered 
his soldiers to mow doAvn Nero’s marine battalions — 
they had troubled him Avith premature importunities 
— and over Avhose killed and wounded bodies he 
entered the capital. 

Galba Avas not ambitions of empire. He had refused 
to accept the throne when offered him by the army on 
the death .of Caligula ; he had served Claudius faith- 
fullv as frovernor of Africa. The already aged veteran 
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was prudently living in retirement, when Nero appointed 
him to ho his legate in Spain, and for eight years ho 
governed that province with great ability. Jhit he 
was in the hands of evil ministers, and resigned himself 
entirely to them, and those ministers were at variance 
with one another : on one point alone did tliey agree 
— that at Galba’s age some provision ought to bo 
promptly made for a successor. But their harmony 
extended only to the general principle that Galba 
could not live much longer, and that tliero was already 
a formidable rival in tlio lield. 

Wo not unfrequently meet witli persons in history 
whoso characters it is scarcely possible to draw cor- 
rectly — persons who disappoint our hopes, and exceed 
enr expectations of them. Of this class of men was 
Marcus Salvius Otho. Among the most profligate of 
Nero’s companions, the Bochestcr of his court, he 
g(./crned the province of Lusitania for several years 
with much credit to himself: the most luxurious and 
depraved of men while prosperous, his end was that 
of a hardy though unfortunate soldier. Nothing in 
his life became him like the leaving it — ho died by 
his o’wn liand, an Epicurean Cato : even as Eochest^r, 
if Bishop Burnet may be trusted, departed a good 
Christian. It is, however, to Galba’s credit that ho 
declined following the interested advice of his min- 
isters in the appointment of a successor. “ lie was 
actuated,” Tacitus thinks, by concern for the State, 
and saw that the sovereign power was wrested out of 
Nero’s hands in vain, if it were to bo transferred 
to Otho~a duplicate of him. In tho choice of a 
colleague Galba appears for onco to have judged for 
himself; and his selection, though it^ proved unfor- 
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tunate, cannot justly be found fault with. Piso 
Licinianiis came of an illustrious firmily on both sides. 
Ey the better sort in Eome he was respected, if not 
beloved ; but his aspect and deportment savoured too 
much of the strictness of a primitive age. Ey the 
profiigato and the frivolous he was called morose and 
sullen. This appointment necessarily crushed the 
hopes and aroused the wrath of Otho, who now began 
to intrigue in earnest against Galba. 

All this time a storm was brewing in the north far 
more dangerous to the emperor, and far more disas- 
trous to Eome and Italy, than Otlio's plot. The very 
day on which Galba put on tlie consular robe — 
January 1,^09 a.d. — the legions of U])por Germany, 
wlion summoned to take tlie military oath to that 
emperor, tore down his images, demanded that the 
oath should run in the name of the senate and 
people, and that some other successor to Xcro should 
be appointed. Aldus Vitellius had recently been sent 
by Galba as consular legato to Lower Germany, and on 
the very next day after this mutiny broke out, he was 
greeted in the camp at Cologne by the legions of Ger- 
many, or their delegates, as Imperator. 

The news of this movementcin Germany hurried on 
the adoption. It was conferred with clignity by Galba, 
it was received with becoming modesty and reverence 
by Piso, and with plausible and perhaps sincere 
expressions of his desire to fulfil the important 
duties imposed on him. Galba conducted him to the 
prietoriaii camp, but as he did not promise a donative, 
his speech to the soldiers aggravated his former un- 
popularity. The way was now prepared for Otho. 
To the disappointed guards a notorious prodigal was 
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far more welcome than a frugal emperor. On the 
morning of the 15th\)f January, Calba was present 
at a sacrifice, and Otho in attendance on him. The 
entrails of the victims hetokened risk to the emperor 
— “in his own liousehold there lurked a foe.’' That 
foe, it had l)cen })reaiTa.nged, was summoned by a 
frccdnian to keep an appointment with a surveyor of 
works. TVith this excuse he quitted tlic emperor’s 
presence and luirricd to the place of tryst already 
agreed on — tlie (J olden klilestone bencatli the Capitol 
in front of the Roman Forum. It may have been by 
chance, it m^xy have been by design, to prevent pre- 
mature alarm in tlic city, that only three-and-twenty 
common soldiers tljcre saluted Otho as “emperor,” 
Certainly he liad expected more, since, dismayed at 
the thin attendance, ho seems for a moment to have 
wavered in his purpose. But Ixis partisans, better 
informed, drew their swords, tlxrust him into a litter, 
and boro him off to the prmtorian camp. 

Arrived at the camp, tlic commander on that day — 
one Julius Martialis, a tribune— it is uncertain Avhether 
ho were an accomplice, or merely alarmed at so un- 
looked-for a visit — opened the gates, and admitted the 
pretender into the enclosl^iro. There the other tribunes 
and centurions, regarding tlieir own safety alone, and 
perhaps sharing in the delusion of IMitrtialis — tliat this 
feeble body of traitors to Galba was but an advanced 
guard of numerous and powerful conspirators — for- 
got at once their duty and their military oatli, and 
joined in, or at least connived at, an enterprise of 
whose aim they were still uncertain, and of the exist- 
ence of which they had been ignorant a few minutes 
before. In fact, the privates alone seem to have been in 
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the secret ; but, as had often happened, and was often 
to happen again, they were too powerful for their 
officers. The condensed phrase of the historian alone 
conveys the pith and marrow of the plot. “Two 
common soldiers ” (mdiiipularcs) “ engaged to transfer 
the empire of the Koman people — and they did 
transfer it,” 

Otho meanwhile had bought the imperial guards. 
He attended at G alba’s supper-table, gave handsome 
presents to the cohort on duty, and consoled the dis- 
appointed among the soldiers with gifts of land or 
money. The unconscious emperor, busy with his sacri- 
fice, was really importuning the gods of an empire that 
was now another’s. Piso harangued the troops : but 
the appeal of a stoical Caesar was addressed to deaf 
cars : the greater number of his hearers at once dis- 
persed; the few who remained faithful to the two 
Ca3sars were feeble or wavering ; the poi)ulaco and the 
slaves clamoured with discordant shouts for Otlio’s 
death and the destruction of the conspirators. But 
what could a few domestic servants, a few frightened 
knights and senators, and an unarmed rabble, do 
against the praetorians, now advancing on the cityj 
It was to little purpose that Vj alba’s friends stood by 
him when ho himself was undecidiHl, when his minis- 
ters were wrangling with each other, and when every 
moment brought the conspirators nearer. The murder 
of Galba can only be described in the words of Tacitus 
— at least in those of his ablest Knglish. translators.'*'' 

“ Galba was hurried to and fro with every movement 
of the surging crowd ; ” the feeble old man, attended 
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by only one half-armed cohort, had come down from the 
Palatine hill to the Porum ; “ the halls and temples all 
around were thronged with spectators of this mouri]ful 
sight. Not a voice was heard from tlio better class 
of people or even from the rabble. Everywhere were 
terror-stricken countenances, and cars turned to catch 
every sound. It was a scene neither of agitation nor 
of repose, but there reigned the silence of profound 
alarm and profound indignation. Otho, however, was 
told that they were arming the mob. Ho ordered his 
men to hurry on at full speed and to anticipate the 
danger. TJien did Homan soldiers rusli forward like 
men who had to drive a Vologeses or Pacorus from 
the ancestral throne of the Ai*sacida\ not as though 
they were hastening to murder their aged and defence- 
less emperor. In all the terror of their arms, and at 
the full speed of their horses, they burst into the 
Forum, thrusting aside the crowd and trampling on 
the sotate. Neither tlie sight of the Capitol, nor the 
s;inctity of the overhanging temples, could deter them 
from committing a crime which any one succeeding 
to power must avenge.'’ 

When this armed array was seen to approach, the 
standard-bearer of the cohort that escorted Calba tore 
oir and dashed upon the ground Galha’s efligy. At 
this signal tlui feeling of all the troops declared itself 
plainly for Otlio. The Forum Avas deserted hy tlie 
Hying populace. Weapons were pointed against all 
who hesitated. Near the lake of Curtins, Galha was 
thrown out of his litter and fell to tlie ground, tlirough 
tlio alarm of his bearers. Ilis hist words have been 
variously reported, according as men hated or admired 
1dm. Some have said that ho asked in* a tone of en- 
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treaty what wrong lie had done, and hogged a few days 
for the payment of the donative. The more general 
account is, that he voluntarily offered his neck to the 
murderers, and hade them haste and strike, if it seemed 
to he for the good of the commonwealth. To those 
who slew him it mattered not what he said. About 
the actual murderer nothing is clearly known. The 
soldiers foully mutilated his arms and legs, for Ids 
hreast was protected, and in their savage ferocity in- 
flicted many wounds even on the headless trunk.” 

It will not ho necessary to dwell long on the re- 
mainder of Otho’s story, since ho did little memorable 
during his short reign until the last moments of his 
life. “ Uneasy lay the head that wore the crown.” The 
last rites to Galha were scarcely paid ; tlie acclamations 
that greeted Otho both in the senate and the camj) 
were still ringing in all ears, when he found that he 
had reason to tremble. “From the moment,” says 
Doan Merivale, “ that ho stepped through an emperor’s 
blood into the palace of tlie (kesars, Otho was made 
aware that ho in his turn must figlit if ho would retain 
his newly ac(iuired honours.” In swift succession, mes- 
sengers followed one another, bringing him tidings of 
the progress of sedition in Gaul, and of the formidable 
attitude assumed by Vitellius at the head of the armies 
on the Khine. 

And Avho was this third candidah? for the purple ^ 
Had it been worth while to murder Galba in order that 
Otho might succeed] Would it be worth the expense 
of more blood and treasure to despatch Otho, and re- 
place him by a rival of whom no good report had ever 
reached the capital ] Dear as Hero by his vices and 
cruelties had 'cost the senate and the people, aiyi one 
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or two of the provinces, yet at present tlie empire ap- 
peared to liave lost rather than gained hy his removal. 
It was bad for a score or two of statesmen and generals 
to perish yearly hy the exeentioner’s hands, or by suicide 
— that common refuge of despair ; but it was worse for 
thousands to be mown down by the swords of infuriated 
soldiers, in a few weeks or even a few days. Aulus Vitel- 
lius, indeed, was not utlerly evil, lie was not wholly 
abandoned to the vices and pleasures of the city. lie 
had gained for himself some reputation in letters and 
ill eloquence ; he had served with great credit for up- 
rightness as proconsul and legate in Africa. On his 
inarch from the Ithine he displayed some generosity in 
saving un])opular ollicors from the fury of the legions, 
among tlicm Virginius Ivufus ; and some modesty in 
at first deferring to accept the title of Augustus, and 
positively refusing that of Caisar. llis mother and 
his wife also helped to invest him with some vicarious 
merit. Eoth tliese matrons were examples of modera- 
tion in prosperity. Sextilia, like Cromweirs mother, 
looked with fear and distrust on her son's elevation, 
refused all public honours herself, and replied to the 
first letter he addressed to her under his new title of 
Germaniens, that her son was named Vitollius, and 
she knew of no other. This liigli-minded woman died 
shortly after his accession, seems to. have been spared 
tlio spectacle of his gross and vulgar excesses, and 
certainly did not witness his shameful end. His 
wdfe Galcria here herself as the spouse of a simple 
senator, and humanely protected the children of 
Flavius Sabiniis, Vespasian’s brother, from the dag- 
gers of the Vitellians. Like Galba, too, Vitellius 
committed no crime in aspiring to the throne ; it was 



118 


TACITUS. 


forced upon him by the tribunes and centurions at 
Cologne. 

It is pleasant to encounter virtuous women in the 
annals of a period soiled by the names of a Po})pieaj a 
Messalina, and an Agrippina ; we have therefore given 
a passing notice of the wife and mother of Yitel- 
lius. Of himself there is nothing more to be said on 
the score of virtue. “ Tacitus,” says Gibbon, “ fairly 
calls him a hog,” and in truth he was a most valiant 
trencherman. As soon as, perhaps even before, his 
aTTangenients were completed for despatching his 
legions from the Khine to the Til)er, he appears to 
have thought that the highest privilege ho had attained 
by his sudden promotion w^as that of keeping the most 
expensive table ever known in Itoman annals. Put 
Vitellius allowed not a day to pass nnsignaliscal by 
the pomp and circumstance of his dinner. During his 
whole progress from Cologne to Italy — it was Jieces- 
sarily a slow one, since he needed many hours for 
refreshment and digestion — the lands through which 
he 2)assed were ransacked, the rivers and the seas 
were swept, for delicacies for his table. ‘‘ The 
leading men of the various States were ruined by 
having to furnish his entertainments, and the States 
themselves reduced to beggary.” Such a conimander 
could neither be respected nor enforce discii)line. 
The Gauls suflercd sever(3ly, but not so much as 
Italy, from the jirf^^sence of the Yitellians. The 
evils of war are terrible, but not so terrible, says 
the historian, as was the march of the German legions. 

The soldiers, dispersed through the municipal towns 
and colonies, were robbing and plundering and pollut- 
ing every place with violence and lust. Everything, 



‘IllSTORY^-OTIlO. 


119 


lawful or unlawful, they were ready to seize or to sell, 
sparing nothing, sacred or profane. Some persons 
under the soldiers’ garb murdered their private ene- 
mies. The soldiers themselves, who knew the country 
well, marked out rich estates and wealthy owners for 
plunder, or for death in case of resistance ; their 
commanders were in their power, and dared not check 
them.” 

Otho did not answer the expectations of his par- 
tisans in Ivomo. He was no longer the Otho of the 
^T^roniaii time. Tie deferred his pleasures to a more 
convenient season : he moulded his new life to accord 
with the duties and dignity of his new position. 
Yet he got little credit by the cliangc, for men not 
unnaturally thought that his virtues were a mask for 
tliG moment, and that, if he returned victorious, his 
vices would revive. Perhaps tliey were wrong in 
their apprehensions. No indolence or riot disgraced 
Otho’s march. “ He wore a cuirass of iron, and was 
to be seen in front of the .standards, on foot, rough and 
negligent in dress, and utterly unlike what common 
report had ])ictured him,” In a few preliminary skir- 
mislics the fortunes of the (3thonian and Vitellian 
armies were pretty evtnly balanced. P>ut the em- 
peror had hurried into the held with very insufficient 
forces ; he seems, indeed, from the ’first to have de- 
spaired of the issue. His excesses in early life had 
enfeebled, not bis courage, but his power of will. He 
had indecently exulted when the head of Piso was 
shown to him, but the spectre of Galba is said to 
have haunted him in the solitude of the night after 
the murder. Within twenty hours after his usurpa- 
tion, lie began to presage his own fall. ^ In one thing 
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he did not share the vices of Nero ; he thirsted not 
for blood, for those whom he put to death were vic- 
tims to the wrath of the praetorians or of tlie jiopnlace. 

And so, indiflerent to life and desponding of success, 
Otho went forth to do battle for his throne without 
awaiting the legions which liad declared for him 
in Pannonia, Dalmatia, and Ma^sia. The pnetorian 
guards were the kernel of his forces, but they were 
more than overmatched by the Yitellian legions 
trained in the German wars. The guards were indeed 
corrupted by the luxuries of Pome, and regardless of 
discipline. Like many French regiments in 1870, 
they elected their own officers, and obeyed or dis- 
obeyed tliein as they phrased. 8i)ies, too, from . the 
camp of tlie Vitellians, liad found their Avay into Pome, 
and whispered to many who resented Galha’s murder, 
that if his destroyer were slain or deposed, there would 
bo another donative from his compieror. 

The battle wliich decided Otho's fate was fonght at 
P)edriacnm, a small town or liamlet situated between 
Verona and Cremona. At first fortune s(iemed to smile 
on the Othonians ; a successful cliargo on their part 
broke the enemy’s line, and one of his caghis was taken 
by them. Put this, so fiir from discouraging, infuriated 
the Vitellians, and determined victory in their favour. 
Ca3cina and Valens, their commanders, proved them- 
selves valiant and able officers, whereas Otho’s generals 
early quitted the field. The slaughter was dreadful. ‘ ‘ In 
civil wars,” says Tacitus, “ no prisoners are reserved for 
sale.” The Vitellians were not merely better led and 
disciplined, but their reserves were large, and any 
chance of- retrieving defeat by a second combat was 
made vain by, the insubordination of the vanquished, 
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who laid all tho Llame of discomfiture on their com- 
manders, and threatened them Avith death. 

Otho was not pr(‘sent in the action. TTis soldiers 
demanded, his tAvo best officers advised, him to remain 
Avith the legions, or to defer a battle. They urged 
that fortune, the gods, and the genius (the guardian 
angel of pagan belief) of Otho must be croAvned by vic- 
tory. The^ day” on AAddcli their counsel Avas accepted 
first gave the death-blow to tlio Othonian cause.” 

Otho, noAV at Tirocello (Lrixellnm), a ferv miles 
distant ftom Jledriacum, Avas aAvaiting Avithout fear or 
drooping spirit — for liis mind, in case of I’cverse, had 
long been made up — tho report of the battle. Vague 
and discordant rumours at (irst reached his car. Ihit 
at last increasing troops of fugitives brought sure 
intelligence that all Avas lost. The soldiers Avho had 
accompanied liim, Avithout waiting to hear his opinion, 
exhorted him not to despair, but to try again “ the for- 
tune of the die.” They themselves Avere ready to 
brave every danger ; there Avere forces still in rescu’vc : 
the iMicsian and Paiinonian legions Avould join them 
in a ftw days, Flattery, they said, had done its Avorst 
ill urging him to leave the army, in hurrying on the 
unfortunate engagement. Eut it Avas not the voice of 
flatterers that now implored him to take heart, and to 
lead them against the enemy. Tho. soldiers Avho Avere 
near him fell at liis feet and clasped his knees : those 
at a distance stretched forth their hands in token of 
assent. Plotius Firmus, avIio commanded a detachment 
of tho body-guard, joined his prayers to those of tlie 
legions. “ The noble mind,” he said, “ battles with 
adversity: it is the craven spirit that capitulates at 
once. Your soldiers, Cmsar, have undergone much, 
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yet do not despond : abandon not an army devoted 
to your cause ; renounce not men as generous as they 
are brave.” 

They spoke to deaf cars, Otho had weiglied all 
circumstances : the end was at hand : ambition in him 
was dead : ho had been dazzled by tlic pur])le and its 
gold trappings : they had brought him only anxious days 
and sleepless nights : lie had revelled witji Nero : he 
had enjoyed some repose in his Lusitanian province : 
he ha<l helped (halba to a throne; he had hurled him 
from it. lie had shed hlood enougli already, he had 
tasted the extremes of luxury and fierce civil strife,” 
and all was vanity. Ho addressed to his hiithful 
guards some words of gratitude, but he left none of 
his hearers in doubt as to his fixed purpose to have 
done with wars and with life- presently and for ever. 

From the soldiers he turned to his Aveeping friends. 
Calm ami untroubled himself, witli a serene counte- 
nance, Avith a firm voice, he besought them to be calm 
and resigned. lie advised all to (piit the toAvn Avith- 
out loss of time, and to make their terms Avith the con- 
queror. For all Avho were Avilling to depart he provided 
boats and carriages. From his papers and ' letters he 
selected all such as might, und,er a ncAV Ciesar, be in- 
jurious to the Avriters of them — all that expressed duty 
towards himself or.ill-Avill to Yitellius — and committed 
them to the flames. ‘‘For the general good,” ho said, 
“ I am a Avilling victim. For my.scif, I have Avon ample 
renoAvn, and I leave to my family an illustrious 
name.” ToAvards the close of day ho called for cold 
water, and leaving quenched his thirst, ordered two 
daggers to be brought him. lie tried the points of 
both, and laid one of them under his pillow. Once 
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more assuring himself tliat all who wished had left the 
town, he })assed the night in (|uiet. At the dawn of 
day, ho stabbed himself through the heart. One 
wound sufficed, but his dying groans caught the ears 
of his freed men and slaves. They ruslied bito his 
chamber, and among them Plotius Tirmus. In 
compliance with lus earnest rc(piest, his body was 
burnt withojLit delay. The ghastly spectacle of 
(lalba’s and Piso’s heads fixed on lances and cx- 
liibited to a brutal soldiery and popidaco was doubt- 
less present to his mind when ordering this speedy 
passage to the funeral pyre. His corjise was borne 
to it by the pnetorians ^Svith praises and tears, cov- 
ering his wound and liis hands witli kisses.” Some 
killed themselves near the pyre — ‘ffiiot moved,” says 
Tacitus, “by remorse or by fear, but by the desire to 
emulate his glory, and by love of their prince.” “ Over 
Ills ashes was built a tomb, unpretending, and therefore 
likely to stand.” Ho ended his life in the thirty- 
seventh year of his age, and had reigned just three 
months. Parely, if ever, does history present an ex- 
ample ftf swifter retribution for treachery and treason. 

Tlie Vitcliiaii generals moved in three divisions. 
Valens advanced through Gaul, and so by the Mont 
G cue vre into Italy; Caicina through the eastern can- 
tons of Switzerland, and over the Great St Bernard ; 
while Vitelliiis followed more leisurely in the rear of 
his legates. Every district through which they respec- 
tively passed was ravaged; villages, and sometimes 
large towns, weiu sacked or burnt; hut the richer 
land south of the Alps was the principal sufferer. 
Tlio soldiers of Otho, it was said, had exhausted 
Italy, but it was desolated by the Vitelliaiis. The 
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fierce warriors of tlio north, Eonians only in name, fell 
without remorse on the borougli-towns and colonies, 
and, as it were, rehearsed on their march the licence 
they hoped to indulge in at Rome. From Pavia 
Vitcllius proceeded to Cremona, and thence diverged 
from his route to cross the plain of Rcdi'iacum, in order 
to hehold the scene of the rec.ont victory. Phe aspect 
of the field of l)attlo, and the brutality of the victor, 
are thus described by Tacitus : — 

“It was a hideous and a horrible sight. Not forty 
days had passed since the liattle, and there lay mangled 
corpses, scwercHl limbs, the putrefying forms of men 
and horses. The soil was saturated with gore ; and, 
what with levelled tn^-cs aiid crops, liorrible was the 
desolation. Not less revolting was that portion of tlie 
road which tlie peojile of Cremona hiid strown with 
laurel-leaves and roses, and on wliich tlicy liad raised 
altars, and sacrificed victims, as if to greet some bar- 
barous dos])ot — festivities in which they delighted for 
the moment, but which were afterwards to work their 
ruin. Yalens and Cmcina were present, and pointed 
out the various localities of the field of battle, showing 
how from one point tlie columns of the legions had 
rushed to the attack ; how fri^.m another the cavalry 
had charged ; liow from a third the auxiliary troops 
Iiad turned the flank of the enemy. The tribunes and 
prefects extolled their individual achievements, and 
mixed together fictions, facts, and exaggerations. The 
common soldiers also turned aside from the line of 
march with joyful shouts, recognised the various 
scenes of conflict, and gazed with wonder on the piles 
of weapons and the heaps of slain. Some indeed there 
were whom all this moved to thoughts of the muta- 
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bility of fortune, to jnty and to tears. Yitcllius did not 
turn away liis eyes— did not shudder to behold tlie 
unburied corpses of so many thousands of his country- 
men ; nay, in his exultation, in his ignorance of the 
doom which was so close upon liimself, he actually 
instituted a religious ceremony in honour of the tute- 
lary gods of the place.’* 

It was said tliat Vitcllius expi’essed a brutal pleasure 
at the spectacle. lie called for bowls of wine — he cir- 
culated them freely among his suite and soldiers — he 
ileclared that the coipse of an enemy siiiells always 
well, particularly that of a fellow-citizcui.” We will 
now leave him in Home, where he was of course greeted 
by the shouts of the j^opulace, the ilattery of the upper 
classes, and innumerable ai)plications for i)laccs and 
favours. Well had Tiberius said of his Homan sub- 
jects, that they were “ born to be slaves.” 



CHAPTER VIL 


‘ history/ 

VITELLIUa 

The legions in Syria and Egypt luid taken the oath to 
Galba and Otho without a murmur, hut when required 
for tlic third time within a few weeks to transfer 
their allegiance to an enemy of both those Ciesars, 
they liesitated for a while and then obeyed with an ill 
grace. Petween the armies of the nortlu?rii and 
eastern provinces there had long lieen jealousies and 
rivalry, and tlie choice of Vitellius by the German, 
excited angry feelings in the Syrian camps. They 
were not less numerous, they were better disciplined 
and disposed, they had been very recently winning 
new laurels in the north of Palestine; why should 
they not put forward their claim to appoint a Cmsar 
as Avcll as the la;'.y and over-paid prudorians, or the 
mutinous legions of tlie Rhine ? In one very important 
respect, indeed, they were better situated than either 
the hody-guards or the Rhenish divisions. Neither 
Gtho nor Vitellius could he termed a happy choice, 
unless to be a notorious profligate or an unsurpassed 
glutton were a recommendation for empire. They, at 
least at Antioyh and in Galilee, bad two leaders of 
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mark and likelihood, wlio had already proved their 
htness to rule by their obedience and ability in lower 
stations. 

The characters of these very capable leaders are thus 
drawn in a few strokes by Tacitus : — 

“ Syria and its four legions were under the com- 
mand of Licinius Mucianus, a man wliose good and 
bad fortune was equally famous. In liis youth, he 
had cultivated with many intrigues the friendship of 
the great. His resources soon failed, and his position 
became precarious, and as he also suspected that (Clau- 
dius had taken some offence, ho witlidrew into a 
retired part of Asia [Minor], and was as like an exile 
as he was afterwards like an emperor. lie was a 
compound of dissipation and energy, of arrogance and 
courtesy, of good and bad qualities. Ilis self-indul- 
gctice was excessive when he had leisure, yet when- 
over he had served he had shown great qualities. In 
his public capacity he might be praised ; his private 
life was in bad repute. Yet over subjects, friends, and 
colleagues, he exercised the inlluence of many fascina- 
tions. Tie w<as a man Adio would find it easier to 
transfer the imperial {K)wer to another than to hold it 
for himself. He was 'eminent for bis magnilicence, 
for his wealth, and ibr a greatness that transcended in 
all respects the condition of a subj'ect. Headier of 
speech than Vespasian, he thorouglily understood tlie 
arrangement and direction of civil business.” 

“Vespasian was an energetic soldier: he could 
march at the head of his army, choose the place for 
his camp, and bring by night and day his skill, or, if 
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tlio occasion required, liis personal courage, to oppose 
the foe. Ilis food was such as chance offered : his 
dress and appearance hardly distinguished him from 
the common soldier ; in short, but for his avarice, he 
was equal to the gcmcrals of old.” 

The Cicsar “ for wliom fortune was now preparing, 
in a distant part of the world, the oi'igin and rise of a 
new dynasty,” had no illustrious images in tlie hall 
of his hithers. TTis family ])eloiiged to the Sabine 
burgh of Eeati!, and liad never risen to public honours, 
but he himself had seen much service. Nero^s frecd- 
man and favourite, hlarcissus, appointed him to the 
command of a legion in Eritain, where he highly dis- 
tinguished liimsclf and earned U'iumphal ornaments, 
lie was one of the consuls in the year 51 a.d. Eut 
those whom Narcissus promoted became the subject of 
the younger Agrippina’s aversion, and not until after 
her fall did Vespasian obtain any further employment. 
In 52 he was proconsul of Africa, and, strange to tell, 
he left the provin(;e poorer than ho (uinie to it — a fact 
scarcely reconcilable with Tacitus’s imputation of 
“ avarice,” lie was not only an unready speaker, but 
also an indifferent courtier, and got into disgrace with 
Nero for going to sleep while < the Ccesar was singing 
and playing before a delighted — or perchance a dis- 
gusted — audience of Corinthians, Olympians, or the 
fastidious men of Athens. Such behaviour was too 
much for Nero’s patience, and the tasteless Vespasian 
was ordered to begone and take his impertinent naps 
in his own* house. Eut when serious disturbances 
arose in Judiea, he was too good an officer to be over- 
looked, and was appointed to the government of Pales- 
tine, and to the command of the forces there, or to be 
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sent tliitlier, at the close of 66 a.d. At the time of 
this promotion he was in his sixty-first year. 

Yespasian was proclaimed emperor by Tiberius 
Alexander, tlie prefect of Egypt, and it may be' inferred 
without his own knowledge or consent at the moment. 
Long he pondered on the proposal even wliile sur- 
rounded by his own officers and men. It was, in fact, 
a very serious matter to be hailed ^‘Imperator.” Within 
a few months tlirce Ciesars had perished — Nero by 
the hand of a slave, Galba by the swords of the pra3- 
torians, and Otho by his own dagger. The supplica- 
tions of the army, and the urgency of Mucianiis — they 
had been on bad terms, but were now reconciled — 
overcame his scruples, and he confirmed the choice of 
the prefect of Egypt by accepting the purple from the 
S}'iiun legionaries. An. intensely practical man when 
not at a concert or a play, ho instantly took measures 
for establishing his claim, but he did not hurry to 
Italy, although the eyes of all its better men had 
long been turned to Palestine. The forces of the east 
were divided into three portions. Of those, one was 
deemed sufficient to encounter the Yitellians ; a second 
was retained in the east, to continue, under Titus, the 
Judican war; to watch the Armenian and Parthian 
border was the task of the third. The revolt against 
Vitellius was making rapid strides some provinces 
remained neutral ; others, Britain and the Phenish, 
could not afford to part with a cohort, and the em- 
peror at Eome squandered in vulgar and brutal sen- 
suality the money he needed for the payment of his 
trooips. 

The march of the Vespasians did not materially 
differ from that of the Yitellians. Again Italy north 
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of the Po was ravaged, and once more on the field of 
Bedriacum an empire was lost and won. But among 
the leaders of the eastern army was one who hy his 
energy and enterprise relieves the uniformity of the 
narrative. In Antonins Primus we find a Paladin- 
a Charles Mordaunt, Earl of Peterborough, the hero 
of the Succession War in Spain. At the head of three 
legions he seized the passes of the Julian Alps. Par 
inferior to the enemy in strength, his officers advised 
him to await the arrival of Miieianus. But delay 
suited not the eager spirit of Antonins, who, more- 
over, was resolved to win the victory alone. Twice he 
restored the fortune of the day at Bedriacum; and after 
a brave defence by the Vitellians, he broke through 
their camp before the walls of Cremona, and received 
the keys of that proverbially unfortiniate city. Prom 
that moment the fate of Yitellius himself was decided. 

The city had surrendered under a promise of protec- 
tion, but Antonius did not, perhaps could not, keep his 
word. As yet he liad not rewarded his soldiers with 
booty or licence. It is said that when taking a bath 
after the fatigues of the assault, he had complained of 
the water not being warm enough, “ It soon shall be 
hotter,” said an attendant ; aii'^ his words were caught 
up by the soldiers as if they were a signal for burning 
the town. In a few hours one of the most beautiful 
of Cisalpine cities was reduced to ashes. 

Vitellius, content with sending to the scat of war 
Caecina and Pabius Yalens, abandoned himself to his 
wonted coarse indulgences ; he neither attended to his 
soldiers nor showed himself to the people. Buried 
in the shades of his gardens, among the woods of 
La Biccia [Aricia], like those sluggish animals which, 
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if you supply them with ,food, lie motionless and 
torpid, he had dismissed with the same forgetfulness 
the past, the present, and the future.” For cruelties, 
indeed, ho found leisure occasionally. He was 
startled hy tidings of revolt and disaflection. The 
fleet at Ravenna had gone over to the enemy. Csecina 
had made an attempt, an abortive one, to pass over to 
V^espasian. In that dull .soul joy was more power- 
ful than apprehension.” As soon as he learned that 
his own soldiers had put Ctecina in irons, he returned 
exulting to Rome. Before a crowded assembly of the 
people he applauded the obedience of the legions, and 
sent to prison tlio prefect of the prretorian guard, who, 
as a friend of Ciecina, might, he thought, follow his 
example. 

Antonins had crossed the Apennines. In the valley 
of the Har the two armies once more confronted one 
another ; but deserted by their emperor, and without 
leaders, the Vitellians had no spirit for fighting. They 
were incorporated with the Vespasiaus. The slothful 
emperor, says Tacitus, would have forgotten that he 
was, or rather had been one, had not his foes reminded 
him of his rank.” Antonins oflered him terms, which 
were confirmed by klucianus. His life should be spared; 
a quiet retreat in Campania, tlie garden and the vine- 
yard of Rome, with a large income, was proposed to 
and accepted by him. 

But Rome liad yet to drink the cup of woo to the 
dregs. Once more, as in the civil wars of the common- 
wealth, tlie city was to bo sacked and the temple of 
the Capitoline Jupiter to be burnt. Terms were being 
drawn up for a peaceful surrender of the capital and 
the abdication of the emperor. ElaviuiN Sabinus. the 
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elder brother of Vespasian, had remained during all 
these revolutions in Rome, and now represented him. 
In the temple of Apollo, on the Palatine, ‘Hhe transfer 
of the empire was debated and settled.” 

But it was not accomplished so easily. Rome was 
filled with fugitives from the seat of war, and well 
aware that no mercy for them could be looked for if 
Antonins were once master of the city, tliey dinned in 
the ears of their sluggish chief, that for him the post of 
danger was a private station. Was Antonins a man to 
keep his woixU Would legions who had shown them- 
selves false, be true to promises or covenants 1 How 
long would he enjoy his Cam2)anian retreat, or his 
ample revenues 1 He was compelled to return to his 
palace, not indeed to resume his functions, but to await 
his doom. For the last time he entered tlie Palatine 
house, hardly knowing whether he were still cm2)eror 
or not. 

The transfer which the soldiers refused to ratify 
was, however, considered valid by the senate, tlie 
knights, the magistrates and police of the city, and 
they urged Sabiiius to arm against the German co- 
horts, to vindicate his brother's claim to the pur2)lc, 
and to defend Rome, the citizens, and himself from 
the fury of these ruffians. Sabinus comifiied ; but his 
force was small ] his measures were hurried and insuf- 
ficient j ho was attacked and routed by the Vitellians, 
and compelled to tkke refuge in the Capitol. Some 
communications took j)lace between Sabinus and 
Yitellius, but they were idle, for the reply of the 
nominal emperor was merely an apology for the con- 
duct of his sui)porters. He indeed ‘‘ had not now 
the power eif/aer to command or to forbid. He 
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was no longer emperor ; ho was merely the cause of 
war.” 

The following description has the appearance of 
being written by an eyewitness of the respective 
scenes : — 

The envoy of Sahinus had hardly redurm^d to the 
Capitol, when the infuriated soldiery arrived, without 
any leader, every man acting on his own impulse. They 
hurried at quick march past the Forum and the temples 
which hang over it, and advanced their line up the 
opposite hill as far as the outer gates of the Capitol, 
'flierc were formerly certain colonnades on the right 
side of the slope as one went up ; the defenders, issu- 
ing forth on the roof of these buildings, showered tiles 
and stones on the Vitellians. The assailants were not 
armed with anything but swords, and it seemed too 
t<alioiis to send for machines and missiles. They threw 
lighted brands at a projecting colonnade, and following 
the track of tluj fire would liave hurst through the lialf- 
hurnt gates of the Capitol, had not Sabiniis, tearing 
down on all sides the statues, the glories of former 
generations, formed them into a barricade across the 
opening. Tliey then assailed the opposite approaches 
to the Capitol, near the grove of tlie Asylum, and 
where the Tar[)eian rock is mounted by a hundred steps. 
Both these attacks were unexpccte<l : the closer and 
fiercer of the two threatened the Asylum. The assail- 
ants could not be checkeil as they mounted the con- 
tinuous line of buildings, which, as was natural in a 
time of profound peace, liad grown up to such a height 
as to he on a level with the soil of the Capitol A 
doubt arises at this point, whether it was the assailants 
who threw lighted brands on to the roofs, or whether, 
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as tlie more general account has it, the besieged thought 
thus to repel the assailants, who were now making 
vigorous progress. From them the fire passed to the 
colonnades adjoining the temples ; the eagles support- 
ing the pediment, which were of old timber, caught 
the flames. And so the Capitol, with its gates shut, 
neither defended by friends nor spoiled by a foe, was 
burnt to the ground.” 

The historian proceeds to relate the final victory of 
the Yitellians. The besiegers ‘‘burst in, carrying 
everywhere the firebrand and the sword.” Some of 
the Yespasian leaders were cut down at once : the 
younger of the Flavian princes, Dornitian, unluckily 
for his own fiime and the empire, escaped in the dis- 
guise of an acolyte of the temple, while Sabinus 
and the consul Quinctius Atticus were loaded with 
chains and brought before Yitellius. He received 
his captives “with anything but anger in his words 
and looks, amidst the murmurs of those who de- 
manded the privilege of slaying them and their 2)ay for 
the work they had done.” lie was preparing to inter- 
cede : he was compelled to yield ] he was now a mere 
cipher ; and the body of Sabinus, pierced and muti- 
lated, and with the head severed from it, was dragged 
to the Gemoniie. 

In a few days the Flavian legions were at the 
gates of Eome. hTumeroiis engagements took place 
before the walls, and amid the beautiful gardens in the 
suburbs, generally ending in favour of the Flavians. 
The Yitellians were defeated at every point. But they 
rallied again within the city. 

“ The populace,” says Tacitus, “stood by and watch- 
ed the combatants,” as the people of Paris did when 
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tho Allies were, in 1814, fighting with the French for 
the possession of Montmartre ; “ and as though it had 
been a mimic combat” — of gladiators in the arena, 
or of the Fed and Blue factions of charioteers in the 
Flaminian Circus — “ encouraged first one party and 
then the other by their shouts and plaudits. When- 
ever eitlier side gave way, they cried out that those 
who concealed themselves in the shops, or took refuge 
in any private house, should be dragged out and butch- 
ered, and tJiey secured tho larger share of the booty; 
for, while the soldiers were busy with bloodshed and 
massacre, the spoils fell to the crowd. It was a ter- 
rible and hideous sight that presented itself throughout 
tho city. Tlcre battle and death were raging : there the 
bath and the tavern were crowded. In one spot were 
pools of blood and heaps of corpses, and close by prosti- 
tutes and men of character as infamous. There were all 
the debaucheries of luxurious peace, all tlie horrors of 
a city most cruelly sacked, till one was ready to believe 
the country to be mad at once with rage and lust.” 

Amid this scene of (airnage, it is some satisfixetion to 
know that condign punishment fell on tlie German 
soldiers. They were driven to their last stronghold. 
Tlie pnetorian camp tio which they had fled was des- 
perately defended as well as strenuously assailed. Tho 
Flavians, expecting that Koine itself would stand a 
siege, liad brought with them their artillery : with 
their catapults they cleared the battlements : they 
raised mounds or towers to tho level of tho ramparts : 
they applied fire to the gates. The gates were bat- 
tered down ; the walla were breached ; quarter was 
denied ; and, according to one account, fifty thousand 
men were slain. 
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Vitcllius mado a vain attempt to escape. His wife 
Galeria had a house on the Aventine, and thither ho 
was conveyed in a litter, purposing to fly in the night- 
time to his brother’s camp at Terracina. But, infirm 
of purpose, he returned to the palace, whence even the 
meanest slaves had fled, or where those who remained 
in it shunned his presence. He wandered through its 
long corridors and halls, shrinking from every sound : 
‘‘he tried tlie closed doors, he shuddered in the empty 
chambers,” he trembled at the echo of his own foot- 
fixlls. In the morning he was discovered; “ his hands 
were bound behind his back ; ho was led along with 
tattered robes; many reviled, no one pitied him.” He 
was cut down by a German soldier, who may liavo 
owed him a grudge, or have wislied to release him 
from insult. The soldiers pricked him on with their 
weapons when his pace slackened, or stopjied him to 
witness his own statues Imrled from their pedestals 
and broken by their fall. He was comp(dled to gaze 
on the spot where a few months before Galba had 
fallen. A sword placed beneath his chin kept his head 
erect, exposing to a brutal mob his haggard looks; his 
visage was besmeared with mud and tilth; and, 
wounded as he already Avas, ko was smitten on the 
cheek as he passed through the long flies of his per- 
secutors. When he reached the Genioiiiie, Avhere the 
corpse of Flavius Sabinus had so recently lain, he 
fell under a shoAver of bloAvs; “and the mob,” says 
Tacitus (and ho might probably have added senators 
and knights also), “ reviled him when dead Avith the 
same heartlessness Avith Avdiich they had flattered 
him living. One speech, it was his last, shoAved a 
spirit not utterly degraded. To a tribune who in- 
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suited him he answered, — ‘Yet I was once your 
emperor.’ ” 

We must not pass over, though we can merely refer 
to, an episode in the ‘History’ of Tacitus, that in which 
lie treats of the revolt of the Germans. The destruc- 
tion of three emperors, the disturbances in Judica, the 
devastation of Italy, had severely strained the sinews 
of tlie empire. Thit its imminent danger at this period 
lay not soutli of the Alps, but on the borders of the 
Rhino and the Danube. The main interest of this 
episode consists not in sieges and battles, in the fidelity 
or faithlessness of States or individuals, in the lawless 
conduct of the armies, or the feeble and fluctuating 
measures of their generals. These were features 
common to every district visited by the civil, or more 
properly the imperial, wars of 69 and 70 a.d. The 
revolt of Germany was an insurrection against Roman 
rule itself, not agfiinst any one of the four competitors 
for the purple. It was a widely spread, for a while an 
ably organised movement, and at more than one period 
it had the appearance of a successful one. It reveals 
to ns how deeply that rule had been alfectiHl by the 
extravagance and cruelty of such Oiesars as Caligula or 
Nero : to what extent ,by their indulgence tln^y had 
demoralised the armies and degraded the majesty of 
the empire. Yet it also shows how* strong and elfec- 
tive was its organisation : how unable to co|)c with it 
were the most valiant and disciiflined of the rebels. 
Had the coalition of Germans and Gauls been sound 
and sincere, had the authors and leaders of it addetl to 
their enthusiasm the steady and sagacious temper of 
the warriors and statesmen who had made Rome the 
mistress of the world, it is difficult to see how the 
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empire could have survived, bleeding and faint as it 
was at the time from a fierce civil conflict of about 
eighteen months. Tlie purpose of the confederates 
was to throw off then and for ever the yoke of Kome, 
— to effect on a far grander scale what tlie Italians had 
attempted more than a century and half before, when 
they set up a new capital, Italica, and threatened to 
destroy the den of the Itoman wolves. It was a 
hostile empire that the Germans aimed at, — a far 
more formidable one tlian the Parthian had ever been, 
or than the great Mithridates had ever imagined. 
Independent Germany would not supply the legions 
with recruits : independent Gaul would not pay into 
the Poman treasury bars of silver, or sesterces. r)Oth 
Gauls and Germans were well acquainted with Poman 
tactics ; many thousands of both nations were enrolled 
in the legions or served as auxiliaries, and so were the 
better able to encounter them in the field. 

On the other hand, the eastern provinces were ill 
fitted to recruit the armies of Pome, now in some mea- 
sure thinned and exhausted by the civil war. Py 
Italy itself, at least south of the Po, a very few cohorts 
only could be furnished. The brave and hardy Sam- 
nites and ]\larsians no longer^ existed in any number. 
They had been swept off in the Social and earlier Civil 
wars. Much of their land had become sheej)-walks ; 
and the 2)lace of har<ly shepherds, ploughmen, and vine- 
dressers was filled up by slaves. The once populous 
Laiium was divided among a few landholders, and 
towns like Gabii or lllubrae now stood in huge parks, 
and when not quite deserted, were inhabited by a few 
peasants or tavern-keepers. The large farms, sai<l 
Pliny the iMatiiralist, have been the ruin of Italy. 
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All these circumstances renrlcred the German revolt 
most grave and menacing. That it appeared so to 
Tacitus, is plain from several passages in his works. 
Could the Germans only he induced to destroy one 
another, Kome might sleep in comparative security, 
and thank her presiding deities for the feuds of her 
enemy. In his ‘ Germany ’ ho writes thus of a happy 
accident of the kind : ^‘The Chamavi and Angrivarii 
utterly exterminated the Bructeri, with the common 
help of the nciglihouring tribes, cither from hatred 
of their tyranny, or from the attractions of plunder, 
or from lieaven’s favourable regard to us. It did 
not even grudge us the spectacle of the conllict. 
I pray that there may long last among the nations, if 
not a love for us, at least a liatred for each other ; for, 
while the destinies of empire hurry us on, fortune can 
bestow no greater boon tlian discord aiiiong our foes." 

In Antonins Ihimus we have at least the semblance 
of an adventurous and able leader of a division. Ho 
is a sort of Achilles or Joachim Murat; but in 
Claudius Civilis we have an able general and states- 
man combined. Tacitus evidently bestowed great pains 
on his portraiture. Civilis was of a noble Batavian 
family, and laid served tiventy-five years in the Eoman 
armies. Ho must have been forty at least when ho 
formed the project of revolt, since for a quarter of a 
century he had fought wherever the imperial eagles 
Hew, or been stationed wherever there wais a Boman 
camp. Bor some oflence he had incurred the displea- 
sure of a Ciosar or his legate. It is,” he says, “a noble 
reward that I have received for my toils : my brother 
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murdered, myself imprisoned, my death demanded by 
the savage clamour of a l(?gion ; and for which wrongs 
I by the law of nations now demand vengeance/' 

Civilis perceiving, or surmising, that since bTero’s 
death Eome was in no condition to war successfully 
with a distant ally, devoted himself thenceforth to 
what lie justly considered a noble cause. The Ila- 
tavian Wallace was no barbarian. Like the Cheruscan 
German hero Arminius, he had received a Eomaii 
education, and ho had learned more than schoolmas- 
ters, lecturers, or books could teach him. ITo had 
seen the capital in perhaps its most low and degraded 
state ; lie had witnessed the public excesses and pro- 
digality of Nero ; he liad perhaps heard, whispered 
with bated breath, of the orgies of the palace. The 
hour, it seemed to him, had come when he might de- 
liver the Batavian island, if not Germany itself, from 
the tyranny and the vices of Eome. 

As to the Germans of the Ehine, they had little 
dread from the gari'isons or camps of the Ca?sar. 
Vitcllius had withdrawn from many if not all of them 
their best troops when he despatched seven legions 
across the Alps; and in fact there was just then no 
Caisar. Gall)a hafl been murdered, Otho had destroyed 
himself, and Yitcllius was daily exhibiting his unfit- 
ness for empire. • Yespasiau, whose character he knew, 
might give cause for some alarm to Civilis. They had 
once been companions in arms, and even friends ; for 
the Flavian competitor for the throne was at one time, 
like Civilis himself, an obscure adventurer, and his 
chance of victory was still doubtful. The very at- 
tempt, however, of the Flavian was favorable to the 
designs of the Batavian, since he could and for a while 
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did, pretend that he was recruiting and drilling soldiers 
for his former comrade j and he had even instructions 
from Antonins Primus to hinder any more German 
levies from being sent southward. Here, then, was an 
excellent mask for the first movements of the con- 
spiracy of Gaul and Teuton against Pome. 

Ey Ills eloquence, his skill in political combination, 
and by Ins knowledge of the character and condition at 
tlie time of the leading men of Pome and the empire, 
Civilis was enabled to effect a general confed(n’ation of 
all the Netherland tribes, both Celtic and German. 
He availed himself of the popular religion or super- 
stition. The name of Vclcda has already been men- 
tioned. She wiis regarded,” says Tacitus, “ by many 
as a divinity.” Tlie dwelling of this Deborah of the 
Bructeri was a lofty tower in the neighbourhood of 
the river Lippo (Luppia). Many were those who con- 
sulted, but none were permitted to sec her. Mystery, 
she justly held — and her opinion has been held by 
many prophetic persons both before and since Veleda 
delivered oracles — “ inspired the greater respect.” The 
questions of her suppliants and the answers to them 
were conveyed by a relative of the pro])hetess. The 
first successes of the iev*dt greatly inenjased her repu- 
tation, for she had foretold victory to the Germans. 
With her Civilis was in constant oommunication — 
doubtless supplied her with the latest nows from Gaul, 
Italy, and the Phine ; and thus her predictions, being 
not without foundation in facts, gained for the llatavian 
leader some allies, and induced many tribes of Ger- 
many to send liim subsidies or supplies for his army. 

The advantages possessed by the Batavians are 
thus set forth by their commander. Collecting his 
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countrymen in one of tlio sacred groves, lie tliiis 
harangued them : “There is now no alliance, as once 
there was [with Eome]. We are treated as slaves. 
Wo are handed over to prefects and centurions, and 
when they are glutted with our sjjoils and our blood, 
then they are changed, and new receptacles for plunder, 
new terras for spoliation, are discovered. hTow the 
conscription is at hand, tearing, we may say, for ever 
children from j^arents, and brothers from brothers. 
Never has the power of Eome been more depressed. 
In the winter quarters of the legions there is nothing 
hut property to plunder and a few old men. Only 
dare to look up, and cease to tremble at the empty 
names of legions. For we have a vast force of horse 
and foot ; we have the Germans our kinsmen ; we 
have Gaul bent on the same objects. 

On another occasion, addressing the people of Treves 
(Treveri) he says : — “ What reward do you and other 
enslaved creatures expect for the blood which you have 
shed so often ? What but a hateful service, perpetual 
tribute, the rod, the axe, and the passions of a ruling 
race 1 See how I, the pfefect of a single cohort, with 
the Batavians and the Canniiiefates, a mere fraction of 
Gaul, have destroyed their vast but useless camps, or am 
pressing them with the close blockade of famine and 
the sword. In a word, either freedom will follow on 
our efforts, or, if we are vanquished, we shall but be 
what we were before. ”t 

The Eoman view of the question Tacitus has given 
in the speech of Petilius Coerealis, the ablest officer 
engaged in the German war. He had shown in action 
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that the union of Gauls and Germans could not he 
depended on : tliat although trained in Homan bar- 
racks, the tribes of Hlunelaud and Batavia were 
unable, in the long-run, to mate and master the dis- 
cipline, the swift and precise movements, of the regular 
legions. Gauls, he said, can have no real affinity with 
Germans. He proceeds : “ It was not to defend Italy 
that we — the Homans — “ occupied the borders of the 
Hbine, but to insure that no second Ariovistus should 
seize the empire of Gaul. Do you fancy yourselves to 
be dearer in the eyes of Civilis and the Batavians and 
the Transrhenane tribes than your fathers and grand- 
fathers were to their ancestors ? There have ever been 
the same causes to make the Germans cross over into 
Gaul— -lust, avarice, and the longing for a new home, 
prompting them to leave their own marshes and 
deserts, and to possess themselves of this most fertile 
soil, and of you its inhabitants. 

“ Gaul has always had its petty kingdoms and intes- 
tine wars, till you submitted to our authority. We, 
tiiough so often provoked, have used tlie right of 
conquest to burden you only with the cost of main- 
taining peace. Bor tlie tranquillity of nations cannot 
he preserved without ^rmies ; armies cannot exist 
without pay; pay cannot be fiirnislied witliout tribute : 
ail else is common between us. You often command 
our legions. You rule these and other provinces. 
There is no privilege, no exclusion." Brom worthy 
emperors you derive equal advantage, though you 
dwell so far away, while cruel rulers are most formid- 
able to those near at hand. Endure the passions and 
rapacity of ‘your masters, just as you bear barren 
seasons, and excessive rains, and other natural evils. 
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There will bo vices as long as there are men. But 
they are not perpetual, and they are compensated by 
the occurrence of better things.” 

Civilis was in the end unsuccessful. He was deserted, 
if not actually betrayed, by his allies ; with tlie usual 
fickleness of barbarians, their zeal soon cooled down : 
some thought they did enough for him if they helj)ed 
him to win a battle or two ; some tliat they did 
enough for themselves when they had plundered a 
Homan colony or camp. Soldiers who went to their 
homes, or turned to common brigandage when they 
pleased, were not fitted to contend long with the 
severely disciplined Homan legions ; and as soon as 
Vespasian was able to pour division after division into 
the seat of war, the Batavian commonwealth ceased to 
exist. Even Civilis perceived at last that he must 
come to terms with the legate, Petilius Cerialis. With 
the preparation for their interview the mutilated 
^ History ’ closes abruptly ; the fragment, however, is 
too interesting to bo omitted, 

Tlie lower classes of the Batavians were murmuring 
at the length of the war ; the nobles were still more 
impatient and spoke in fiercer language. ‘‘ We have 
been driven into war,” they , said, “by the fury of 
Civilis. He sought to counterbalance his private 
wrongs by the destruction of his nation. We are at 
the last extremity. The Germans already are falling 
away from us ; the Gauls have returned to their servi- 
tude ; wo must repent, ‘ and avow our repentance by 
punishing the guilty.* 

“ These dispositions did not escape the notice of Civ- 
ilis. He determined to anticipate them, moved not 
only by weariness of his sufierings, but also by the 
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clinging to life wliicli often Incaks the noblest spirits. 
He asked for a conference. The bridge over the river 
Habalia was cut down, and the two generals advanced 
to the broken extremities. Civilis thus opened the 
conference : ‘If it were before a legate of Yitellius that 
I were defending myself, my acts would deserve no 
pardon, my words no credit. All tlie relations be- 
tween us were those of hatred and hostility, first 
made so by him, and afterwards embittered by me. 
]\ry respect for Vespasian is of long standing. While 
he was still a subject, wo were called friends. This 
was known to Primus Antonius, whose letters urged 
me to take u]) arms, for he feared lest the legions of 
Germany and the youth of Gaul should cross the Alps. 
Wliat Antonius advised by his letters, Herdeonius 
s\iggcst(Hl by word of mouth. I fonglit the same bat- 
tle in Germany as did JMucianus in Syria, Aponius 

in l^Iiesia, Plavianus in rannonia.’ ” 

The mutilation of ancient manuscripts is one of the 
curiositios, ]io less than of the calamities of literature. 
Py an unaccountable coincidence — can it have been 
accident, or was it design? — the * Annals’ also, as we 
have them, close with an interrupted speech of the 
dying Thrasea. In each instance so great is onr loss 
that we may well a])ply to Tacitus the lines of 
Milton — 

Oh sad Virgin, that thy power 
Might raise Miisajus from his hower, 

Or call up him that left half told 
The story of Camhuscan bold.” 



CHAPTER VIII. 


‘ HISTORY.* 

VESPASIAN. 

The cool and wary veteran was in no haste to take 
possession of the capital of the Roman world. He 
had accepted, with seeming reluctance, the title of 
emperor. Ho might fairly he perplexed by the con- 
duct of Mucianus, since, although wlicn success was 
doubtful he had urged Vespasian to comply with the 
desire of the soldiers, yet, now that the prize was 
won, might he not claim it for himself? Assured of 
the loyalty of his elder son Titus, he might view 
with just suspicion the designs of his younger son 
Domitian—not because this vain and profligate boy 
was in himself formidable, but because it was im- 
possible to foresee what might happen in a city where 
a venal soldiery, a servile senate, and a brutal mob 
might, at any moment, start a new competitor for the 
throne. Were the rich, the eloquent, the magnificent 
Mucianus, to greet him on his arrival with such words 
as— 

“ Sir, by your patience, 

I hold you but as subject of this war, 

Not as a brother,” 


* King Lear, Act v. 
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what answer could the plain, uneloqucnt, and low- 
born townsman of Kcat6 have returned ? 

Vespasian, by delaying his entrance into the capital, 
obtained two advantages. Firstly, he incurred no iinnie- 
diato unpopularity, as the unfortunate Galba had done, 
tlirough the cruelties and misconduct of his soldiers. 

When Vitcllius was dead,” writes the historian, 
“ the war indeed had come to an end ; but peace had 
yet to begin. Sword in hand, throughout the capital, 
the conquerors hunted down the conquered with 
merciless hatred. The streets were clioked with car- 
nage, tlic squares and temples reeked with blood ; for 
men were massacred everywhere as chance threw them 
in the way. Soon, as their licence increased, they 
began to scarcli for and drag forth hidden foes. 
Whenever they saw a man tall and young they cut 
him down, making no distinction between soldiers 
ai;d civilians. Jhit the ferocity which, in the first 
impulse of hatred, could be gratified only by blood, 
soon passed into the greed of gain. Tlicy lot nothing 
1)0 ke})t secret, nothing be closed. Vitellianists, 
they pretended, miglit thus be concealed. Here was 
the first step to breaking open private houses — here, 
if resistance were madc^ a pretext for slaughter. The 
most needy of the populace and the most worthless of 
the slaves did not fail to come forward and betray 
their wealthy masters ; others wore denounced by 
their friends. Everywhere were lamentations and 
wailings, and all the miseries of a captured city, tiU 
the licence of the troops of Otho and Vitellius, once so 
odious, was remembered with regret. The leaders of 
the party, so energetic in kindling strife, were incapable 
of checking the abuse of victory." 
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Secondly, by remaining for some time at Alexan- 
dria, he was in a position to lay an embargo on the 
corn-supply from Egypt, one of the principal granaries 
of Eome. And besides that, he was within a few 
days’ sail of the provimai of Africa, wlienc(j she 
derived also a largo portion of her daily bread. 
!N’othing was so likely to excite tlie Eorann mob as 
even the apprehension of a deartli. Even if ^lucianus 
had coveted the purple, he was comparatively feeble so 
long as the Elavian Ciesar could retard or withhold 
the staple food of the capital. 

Adverse winds favored Vespasian’s purpose of not 
arriving prematurely at Eome. He found that confi- 
dence might be pla(;ed in the governor of Syria ; lui 
wished, perhaps, that the first necessary severities 
should be over before he presenti^d himself at the 
gat('S. ]\Iean^vhile his sojourn at Alexandria was not 
without favorable results for him. “ Vespasian,” ob- 
serves Dean IMeri vale, ‘Svas already assuming in the 
eyes of the Itomans sometliing of the divine charac- 
ter ; the Elavian race was b(?.ginning to sup])lant tlie 
Julitin in their imagination, or rather, Avliat Avas Avant- 
ing to the imagination Avas supplied by the sj)irit of 
flattery which represented tlnj hero himself and all 
that concerned him in factitious colours. It began to be 
affirmed that the marvellous rise of the Sabine veteran 
had been signified long before by no dou1)tful omens at 
home ; a JeAvish captive, the historian Josephus, had 
prophetically saluted him as emperor; the “common” 
and “ constant belief” of the Jews, that from the midst 
of them should spring a ruler of the Avorld, Avas declared to 
have received in this event its glorious consummation.”^ 
* History of the Romans, ch. Ivii. 
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That a prediction which for many generations had 
fed the hopes and soothed the sorrows of the chil- 
dren of Israel should find its fulfilment in the person 
of an obscure Gentile, was certainly not intended by 
prophet or seer. But the faith of believers in it was 
singularly confirmed by two events that happened to 
Vespasian in Egypt. It is not by any means easy to 
discover what Avere the religious feelings of Tacitus ; 
at times he appears to have been a fatalist, at times 
an orthodox believer in the religion of the State ; in 
the following narrative he has evidently no doubt as 
to the truth of the cure, if not of the miracle wrought 
by the emperor. 

“ In the months during which Vespasian was wait- 
ing at Alexandria for the periodical return of the 
summer gales and settled wtaither at sea, many won- 
ders occurred which seemed to point him out as the 
object of the fiivor of heaven and the partiality of 
the gods. One of the common people of Alexandria, 
whom all men there knew to be l)liu(], threw himself at 
the emperor’s knees, and implored him with groans to 
heal his infirmity. He begged Vespasian that he Avould 
deign to moisten his cheeks and eyeballs Avith his 
spittle. Another Avitl? a diseased hand prayed that 
the limb might feel the print of a Ciesar’s foot. At 
first Vespasian ridiculed and repul'Sed them. They 
persisted, and he, though on the one hand he feared 
the scandal of a fruitless attempt, yet, on the other, 
was induced by the entreaties of the men and by the 
language of his flatterers to hope for success. At last 
he ordered that the opinion of physicians should be 
taken, as to whether such blindness and infirmity were 
within the reach of human skill. They discussed the 
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matter from different points of view. ^In the one 
case/ they said, ‘ the faculty of sight was not wholly 
destroyed, and might return if the obstacles were re- 
moved ; in the other case, the limb, which had fallen 
into a diseased condition, might be restored if a heal- 
ing inlluence were applied ; * such, perhaps, might be 
the pleasure of the gods, and the emperor miglit be 
chosen to be the minister of the divine will ; at any 
rate, all the glory of a successful remedy would be 
Cmsar’s, while the ridicule of fiiiluro would fall on the 
sufferers. And so Vespasian, supposing that all things 
were possible to his good fortune, and that nothing was 
any longer past belief, with a joyful countenance, amid 
the intense expectation of the multitude of bystanders, 
accomplished what was recpiired. The hand was in- 
stantly restored to its use, and the light of day again 
shone upon the blind. Persons actually present attest 
both facts, even now, when nothing is to be gained by 
falsehood.” 

Voltaire joyfully proclaimed the authenticity of this 
miracle ; Hume applauds the cautious and penetrating 
genius of the historian. Paley dissects the particulars 
of the narrative, and points out a flaw in it. The 
blind man applied to the emporor for his aid “ by the 
advice of the god Serapis, whom the Egyptians, de- 
voted as they are to many superstitions, worship more 
than any other divinity.” Tacitus, Paley infers, put 
in these words as a saving clause, in order that his 
readers might not suspect him of a weak credulity. It 
will hardly bo denied that this pagan miracle was well 
attested. 

His success in the healing of the lame and blind in- 
spired Vespasian with a keen desire to visit the sane- 
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tuary of tho god who had afforded him this opportu- 
nity for displaying a power, till then quite unsuspected 
by himself, and again a wonder was vouchsafed to a 
Caesar in whom imagination was not a prevailing ele- 
ment, and who probably was content with the religion 
of the State and his Sabine forefathers. A deity so 
wise as Serapis must he able to give him sound advice 
about his own interests. He gave orders that, during 
his visitj all persons should be excluded from the tem- 
ple. Ho had entered and was absorbed in worship, — 
When he saw behind him one of the chief men of 
Egypt, named Basilides, whom he knew at the time to 
bo detained by sickness at a considerable distance, as 
much as several days’ journey from Alexandria, He 
iiupiircd of the priests, whether Basilides had on 
this day entered the temple. He inquired of others 
whom he met whether he had been seen in the city. At 
length, sending some horsemen, he ascertained that at 
that very instant the man had been eighty miles distant. 
He then concluded that it was a divine apparition, 
and discovered an oracular force in the name of Basi- 
lidcs [son of a king].” 

The unfavourable winds that detained him at Alex- 
andria deprived Vespasian of the opportunity for pre- 
siding at the solemn and important ceremony of laying 
the foundation of the new Capitol. Its restoration 
was the first care of the senate as soon as peace was 
established in the city; for while the temple was 
a charred and shapeless ruin, the fortunes of the 
empire seemed to suffer an eclipse. For an account 
of the ceremonial observed we borrow — and English 
readers will be grateful to us for doing so — the words 
of Dean Merivale : — 
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^^Tliis pious work Avas intrusted, according to 
ancient precedent, to one of the most respected of the 
citizens, by name Lucius Vestinus, wlio, though only 
of kniglitly family, was equal in personal repute to 
any of the senators. The Haruspices, wliom ho con- 
sulted, demanded that the ruins of tho fallen building 
should be conveyed away and oast into the lowest 
places of the city, and the now temple erected precisely 
on tliG old foundations ; for the gods, they declared, 
would liavo no change made in tho form of their 
familiar dwelling. On the 20tli of June, 70 a.d., 
being a fair and cloudless day, the area of the temple- 
precincts was surrounded with a string of fillets and 
chaplets. Soldiers chosen for tlieir auspicious names 
were marched into it, bearing boughs of tho most 
auspicious trees ; and the Vestals, attended by a troop 
of boys and girls, both Avhosc parents Avere living, 
sprinkled it with water drawn from bubbling founts 
or running streamlets. Then preceded by tljc pontiffs, 
the prmtor Ilelvidius, stalking round, sanctiiiiid the 
space Avitli the mystical washing of soav’s, sheep’s, and 
bull’s l)lood, and placed their entrails on a grassy 
altar. This done, he invoked Jove, Juno, and 
MinerAui, and all the patrons of. the cm])ire, to prosper 
the undertaking, and raise by divine assistance their 
temple, founded .by the piety of rneJi. Then he 
touched with his hand the connected fillets, and the 
magistrates, the priests, the senators, the knights, Avith 
a number of the people, lent their strength to draAV 
a great stone to the spot Avhere the building Avas to 
commence. Beneath it they laid pieces of gold and 
silver money, minted for the occasion, as Avell as of 
unAvrought metal ; for the Haruspices forbade either 
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stone or metal to be used Avliich bad been employed 
before for profane purposc^s. Tlie temple rose from 
the deep substructions of Tarqiiinius exactly, as Avas 
required, on the plan of its predecessor. Formerly, 
Avhen tliis fane -Avas restored under Catulus, it Avas 
Avished to give greater eflect to the cell by placing 
it on a bight of steps ; and it Avas proposed not to 
heighten the building itself, Avliicli the llaruspiccs 
forbade, luit to lower the platform before it. Fut tliis 
platform Avas itself the roof of a labyrinth of vaults 
and galhuies, usetl for ofliccs and storerooms, and this 
expedient Avas pronounced impracticable. Vespasian, 
more fortunate than his predecessor, obtained permis- 
sion to raise tlio elevation of the cditice, Avhich now, 
perliaps for the first time, Avas alloAvod to overtop the 
colonnades around it, and to fling its broad bulk 
athwart the region of the soutliern sky, in Avhicli the 
auspices Avere taken from the neighbouring summit of 
the citadel.” 

“When Vespasian at last entered his capital, he found 
aAvaiting him a very onerous task. The evil tliat Nero 
did lived after him. There Avas yet a remnant of his 
profligate companions : there Averc the informers Avho 
had furnished him with noble or wealthy victims ; there 
Avere criminals to punish, and wrongs and sufferings, 
if possible, to heal ; there were greedy soldiers to fee, 
and there was an empty treasury. Avarice is the only 
grave fault Avith wliich Tacitus upbraids his e<'irly 
patron. Perhaps a more appropriate term Avould be 
rigid and necessary economy. To replenish the trea- 
sury from the north-Avestern provinces or Italy Avas 
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next to impossible. The Othonians, Yitellians, and 
the legions of Antonins Primus had not merely carried 
off the money, but also burnt the dwellings and wasted 
the crops of the inhabitants. 

By the mutilation of the ^ History/ we lose Tacitus 
for our guide during a most important reign, and be- 
yond his footsteps we cannot go. It will suffice to say 
that Mucianiis, after restoring peace and order to Pome, 
preferred the ease of a private station and the enjoy- 
ment of an ample fortune to the cares and perils of a 
throne : that Antonins Primus was coolly thanked for 
his services, and dismissed into obscurity, the only 
trace of him thenceforward being some complimentary 
verses of Martial’s : that ! the extravagance of the 
Julian dynasty was succeeded by the sobriety of the 
Plavian, and that if Pome did not regain a freedom 
she Avould have abused, she enjoyed a respite from 
tyranny and war, under Avhich she flourished for a 
season. Had the books that recorded Domitian’s 
reign been preserved, there can be little doubt that 
the historian would have written them with the pen 
that was afterwards to describe the gloomy period of 
Tiberius, and the hideous excesses of Hero. 

The reign, indeed, of the first«Flavian Ctesar, extend- 
ing over a period of ten years, passed aAvay in unevent- 
ful tranquillity. Its more remarkable features were 
the simple life and moderation of the imperial house- 
hold : the deference of the emperor to the senate : the 
re-plantation of colonies : peace on the frontiers, after 
the revolts in Judma and Germany had been sup- 
pressed : the revival and encouragement of learning 
and literature, and even care for the people. 

To English readers Jthe most interesting portion of 
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the ‘ History ’ will probably be that in which Tacitus 
treats of the Jewish people and the commencement 
of the siege of Jerusalem, — and to that we now turn. 

Bearing in mind the historian’s relation to Vespa- 
sian and Titus, the conquerors of Judaea, to whom he 
owed his first advancement in public life, his account 
of the origin, the religion, the manners and customs of 
the Jewish people, is inexplicable, and, indeed, consider- 
ing his opportunities for informing himself on the sub- 
ject, without any apparent excuse. It cannot have been 
for want of means of inquiry or materials for truth that 
lie tliiis misrepresents this “ peculiar peojilo.” Their 
annals were not like those of Egypt, carved on stone, 
or written in symbols or an unknown tongue, both of 
which a century ago were unintelligible to the learned 
of modern Europe ; nor were they stamped on bricks, 
like the archives of Nineveh and Babylon, which 
wo are now only learning to read. Every educated 
Homan, and most Homan officials, from governors of 
provinces to farmers of the taxes, read and spoke 
Greek as easily as they did their native Latin ; and 
the annals, the ritual, the theology of the Jews were 
communicated to strangers in the pages of the Septua- 
gint more than three centuries before the time of 
Tacitus. The capital as well as the provinces swarmed 
with Jews or proselytes to Judaism-, and in any one of 
the fourteen ‘‘regions^’ of Home there were Habbins, 
learned in the laws of Moses, and in the chronicles of 
the judges, kings, and high priests of Israel and Judah. 
With such resources at hand, the most inquisitive and 
sceptical of ancient historians contented himself with 
hearsay and idle traditions, and denied to an ancient 
race possessing a written story — to say nothing of sub- 
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lime poetry, of moral and even metaj)hysical pliilo- 
sopliy of a high order — tlie care and pains he Ijcstowed 
on the idle rumours or political satires of Itome. 

Still more extraordinary is the apathy of Tacitus in 
this portion of the ^ History,’ when it is certain that 
he had before him one at least of the works of Tlavius 
Josepluis. AVliether or no he consulted tlie ‘ Anti- 
quities of the Jews,’ or the autobiography of Josephus, 
or his tract against Apioii, cannot be told ; but there 
can bo no doubt that he studied an<l borrowed from 
his ^ Wars of the Jews’ many hicts relating to Vespa- 
sian’s campaigns in ( Jalih'c, and to the siege of Jeru- 
salem. Perhaps if the ^ History’ were complete as ho 
wrote it, wo should find that Josephus had been to 
Tacitus, for that portion of his narrative, what Poly- 
bius was to Livy while composing his Decades on the 
Punic and Macedonian warn. 

We now afford our English readers a specimen or 
two of the imaccountable ignorance of Tacitus when 
treating of the origin and rites of the Jo^vish nation. 
“ As I am about to relate,” he writes, at the opening 
of the fifth book of the ‘ History,’ the last days of a 
famous city, it seems appropriate to throw some light 
on its origin. Home say that t,lie Jews were fugitives 
from the island of Crete, who settled on the nearest 
coast of Africa about the time when Saturn was 
driven from his throne by the power of Jupiter.” 

Evidence of this is sought in the name. I’hcre is a 
famous mountain in Crete called Ida ; the neighbour- 
ing tribe, the Ida3i, came to be called Jndiei by a bar- 
barous lengthening of the national name. Others 
assert that in the reign of Isis the overflowing popu- 
lation of Egypt, led by Hierosolymus and J udas, dis- 
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cliargoci itself into the nciglihoiiring countries. Many, 
again, say that they were a race of Ethiopian origin, 
who ill the time of King Cepheus were driven by fear 
and hatred of their neighbours to seek a new dwelling- 
place. Others describe them as an Assyrian horde, 
Avho, not having sufficient territory, took possession of 
part of Egypt, and founded cities of their own in what 
is called the Hebrew country, lying on the borders of 
Syria,” In tlie last sentences there is a glim])se of 
some research. Had I acitus peeped into the books of 
Oenesis and Exodus, and tben into Herodotus 1 * Eor 
there is here an apparent allusion to the migration of 
Jacob and his sons into Egypt, to the departure from 
tJie land of Goshen, and to the sliepluird kings. 

Then wo come to the boils and blaiiis that so 
grievously alllicted the Egyptians, but wliich Tacitus 
saddles on the Hebrews. King Hoccharis, warned by 
tile oracle of Hamnion, cleanses his realm and expels 
from his land this impure race ‘Gletested l)y the gods.” 
It is a calumny of this kind that kindled the wrath 
of Josephus against Apion. Tacitus proceeds : “ Tlie 
people, who hail been collected after diligent search, 
iinding themselves left in a desert, sat for the most 
part in a stupor of grief, till one of the exiles, Moyses 
by name, warned them not to look for any relief from 
God or man, but to trust to themselves, talcing for a 
heaven-sent leader that man who should first help 
them to bo quit of their present misery. They agreed, 
and in utter ignorance began to advance at random. 
Nothing, however, distressed them so much as the 
scarcity of water, and they had sunk ready to perish 
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in all directions over the plain ” — here it would seem 
that Tacitus had the hook of Exodus or Josephus 
before him — “ when a herd of wild asses was seen to 
retire from their pasture to a rock shaded by trees. 
Moyses followed them, and, guided by the appearance 
of a grassy spot, discovered an abundant supply of 
water. This furnished relief. After a continuous 
journey for six days, on the seventh they possessed 
themselves of a country from wliich they expelled the 
inhabitants, and in which they founded a city and a 
temple.” This is, indeed, an abridgment of history ! 
— the forty years spent in the wilderness and the con- 
quest of Palestine compressed into a period of seven 
days ! 

Now for the rites and ceremonies observed by the 
Jews, according to Tacitus. Mindful of the ser- 
vices done them by the wild asses, they, in their 
lioly place, consecrated an image of the animal 
who delivered them from deatli by thirst in the wil- 
derness. Peculiar and perverse in all they do, the 
worship, invented by Moyses, is utterly unlike that of 
other nations. “Things sacred with us, with them 
have no sanctity, wldle they^llow what with us is 
forbidden. Apis, in the form of an ox, was one of the 
greatest of Egyptian deities ; therefore the Jews sac- 
rifice that animal.” As Tacitus in his day must have 
seen many hundreds of oxen sacrificed on Eornan altars, 
it is not easy to understand wliy the Jews were per- 
verse in doing the like. They abhor and abstain from 
swine's flesh, in remembrance of what they sulfcred 
when infected by. the leprosy to which this animal is 
liable. They rest on the seventh day, because it 
brought with it an end of their toils ; and “ after a 
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while the charm of indolence beguiled them into giving 
up the seventh year also to inaction.'* 

And yet this eccentric people, who feared not the 
gods and despised or hated all un circumcised man- 
kind — who had not an idol in their temple, nor per- 
mitted a picture to enter their dwellings — whose 
customs, at once perverse and disgusting, owed 
their strength to their very badness,” — were not with- 
out their virtues, and these puzzled Tacitus far more 
than their vices. To their own countrymen, and to 
converts to their religion, they are singularly charit- 
able ; and bo it remarked that chariti/y in the Jewish 
and Christian import of the word, was unknown either 
to Greeks or Eomans. Nay, Tacitus even cannot 
help admiring their conception of the Beity, or some 
of their social practices. ^‘It is a crime with them 
to kill a newly-born infant.” It was not a crime at 
Kome. Tlie Jews held “that the souls of all who 
perish in battle, or by the hands of the executioner, are 
immortal;” and in this faith they fought valiantly; 
they contemned death ; they rejoiced in the number of 
their children. Of “ the Deity, as one in essence, they 
have purely mental conceptions. They call those pro- 
fane who make represeptations of God in human shape 
out of perishable materials. They believe that Being to 
be supreme and eternal, capable neither of representa- 
tion nor of decay. They therefore do not allow any 
images to stand in their cities, much less in their temples. 
This flattery is not paid to their kings, nor this honor 
to our emperors.” 8o far so good ; but then follows 
a most unfortunate conjecture. “ From the flict that 
the Jewish priests used to chant to the music of flutes 
and cymbals, and to wear garlands of ivy, and that a 
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golden vine was found in the tcmi)le, some have 
thought that they worshipjocd Father Liber (Ilacchus), 
the conqueror of the East, though their institutions do 
not by any moans harmonise witli the theory; for 
Liber established a festive and clieerful worship, while 
the Jewisli religion is tasteless and mean.” 

Tacitus’s crcdidity, or negligence in inquiry, as 
regards the reiigion of the Jews, did not extend to 
the creeds or ceremonies of other nations ; on the 
contrary, lie occasionally indulges himself and his 
readers also with digressions on the subject. The 
vision beheld by Vespasian in the temple of Serapis 
leads him to describe the nature of that popular deity, 
and the cause and manner of his introduction into 
Alexandria. He mentions with evident interest the 
visit of (.1 crmanicus to the oracle of tlie Clarian Apollo, 
and he ac(]uainted himself with the i)roccss used in 
consultation. Py thoness,” he says, Avith a glance 

at Delphi and other shrinc.s, ‘DT])res(uits the god at 
Clares, ljut a priest, chosen from certain families, 
e.specially a JMilesian. This hierophant, after taking 
down the names and numlxu's of the inquirers, 
descends into an oracular cavern in Avhich there is a 
sacred s])ring. lie drinks of its Avater ; and then, 
though often ignorant, of letters and ungifted Avith 
poetic talent, he gives the Clarian divinity’s ansAvers 
in verse, of Avhich the subject is the secret or imparted 
Avishes of the consultors of the ora(;le.” In a similar 
manner he records the visit of Titus, then travelling 
from Corinth to Syria, to the temple of the Pa])hian 
Venus in the island of Cyprus ; and ho thinks it not 
tedious to bestow a few words on the origin of the 
worship, the antiquity of the building, and the form 
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of the goddess, — since nowhere else is she thus re^^re- 
scnted. The Venus of Paphos did not recpiiro a 
sculptor; an ordinary stone-mason sufficed. “Her 
image docs not hear a human sliape ; it is a rounded 
mass, rising like a cone from a broad base to a small 
circumference.” Hors W'as a primitive and humane 
worship. It was “ forbidden to pour blood on the 
altar. The place of sacrifice was served only with, 
prayers and pure flame ; and though it stands in the 
open air it is never wet with rain.” Animals, indeed, 
were offered, according to the whim of the worship- 
pers ; but they were always of the male sex — and 
the surest prognostics were seen in the entrails of 
kids.” These bloody rites were evidently of more 
recent date than the original sacrifices, just as the 
sanguinary oblations of the Aztecs supplanted the 
fruit and flower offerings of the original Mexicans. 

Two causes for the ignorance or the indolence of 
Tacitus in this account of the Jews may be surmised. 
One, a general repugnance to the Hebrew race, that 
pervaded the Gentile world, and which is manifested 
by Homan satirists as well as by a sarcastic historian. 
The other is the arrogance displayed by Homans gener- 
ally towards their Asiatic subjects, especially to the 
Syrians and Egyptians, with whom they were wont to 
confound the followers of Moses, Of oach of these races 
the religious observances were often, though in vain, pro- 
scribed by the Homan Government, whether republican 
or imperial ; and tho worshippers of Isis, Astartt?,- and 
Jehovah were driven from tho capital and Italy. In 
tbo ‘Annals’ Tacitus never mentions the Jews without 
some expression of contempt ; and when some thou- 
sands of them were sent, in the reign of Tiberius, to 

A. 0. vol. xvii. L 
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pine or perish in the unwholesome climate of Sardinia 
— the Cayenne of Ttome,— ho coolly remarks, it was a 
cheap riddance [vile damnum ) — a loss of lives not 
wortli consid(‘ration. 

But when the historian gets clear of the rocks and 
shallows of rumour and remote events, his strength 
returns to him; and the poor remnant of his narra- 
tive that we have of the Jewish war enahles i;s to 
measure as well as mourn for the portions we have 
lost. After a brief sketch of former invasions of d mhea 
by the Jumians, he comes to that final rebellion which 
ended with tlie last dispersion of the Jcwisli people, 
and the demolition of Jerusalem itself, (Jnciiis Pom- 
peius in 63 a.d. had dismantled the walls of the city, 
but had left the temple standing. .Imhea under its 
Maccabtean pontiffs had regained much of her early 
rank among nations, and under Herod, and afterwards 
under Agrippa, been dignifuid with the title of a, king- 
dom. On tlie death of the latter it had T^ecome an 
appanage of the vast province of Syria ; still it had 
not ceased to be a recognised portion of the empire. 
But the hour was at hand for the complete fvdfilmenb 
of prophecies delivered long before there was an augur 
ill Borne — of prophecies wliudi seemctl to have been 
accomi)lished when tlu^ Assyrian carried off Israel and 
Judah to the banks of the Faiphrates, and made a heap 
of ruins the teinplo of Jehovah and the city of David. 
But the end was not to be under the first of the four 
great monarchies, but under tlio last. 

‘‘ Peace,” says Tacitus, having been established in 
Italy, foreign affiiirs were once more remembered. Our 
indignation was heightened by the ‘circumstance that 
the Jews alone had not submitted.' ” Vespasian in 66 
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had been sent by Nero to put down the Jewish muti- 
neers, and witliin the space of two sumniers had suc- 
ceeded in making himself master of the entire level 
country and of all tlie cities, except Jerusalem. Yes- 
pasian Avas suminon(;d from the camp to a throne, and 
his son Titus took his place in Judea. 

We conciiido this chapter Avith extracts from the 
‘ History.’ d’he Jlnglish readers Avdio may liave looked 
into the ‘Wars of the Jcavs’ by Josephus, Avill per- 
ceive that Tacitus had before him the narratiA^e of a 
conspicuous actor in the great catastrophe of the He- 
l)row nation. 

“ Prodigies liad occurred, Avliich this nation, prone 
to sui'crstitiou, but liaiiiig all religious rites, did not 
d(^cm it laAvful to expiate by olfering and sacrifice. 
There had been seen hosts joining battles in the skies, 
the fiery gleam of arms, the tcmi)lc illuminated by a 
smhion I'adianco from the clouds. The doors of the 
inner shrine were suddenly throAvn open, and a voice 
of more than mortal tone Avas lieard to cry that the 
gods Avero departing. At the same instant there was 
a mighty slir as of departure. Some fcAV put a fearful 
meaning on these (wents, but in most there Avas a firm 
persuasion that in the apeient records of their priests 
Avas contained a prediction of hoAv at this very time 
the East Avas to groAV powerful, and rulers coming 
from Judiea Avere to acquire universal cm[)ire. These 
mysterious prophecies had pointed to Vespasian and 
Titus; but tlie common people, Avith tlio usual blind- 
ness of ambition, had interpreted these mighty destinies 
of themselves, and could not be brought even by 
disasters to believe the truth. T have heard that the 
total number of the besieged, of every age and both 
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sexes, amountctl to six hundred thousand. All who 
were able bore arms, and a number more than propor- 
tionate to the population had the courage to do so. 
Men and women showed equal resolution, and life 
seemed more terrible than death, if they were to he 
forced to leave their country.” 

“ The commanding .situation of the city had been 
strengthened by enormous works, whicli would have 
been a thorough defence even for level ground. Two 
lulls of great height were hmeed in by walls which 
had been skilfully obliqued or bent inwards, in such a 
manner that the flank of an assailant was exposed to 
missiles. The rock terminated in a ])recipice; the 
towers were raised to a height of sixty feet, where the 
hill lent its aid to the fortifications — where the ground 
fell, to a height of one hundred and twenty. They 
had a marvellous appearance, and to a distant spectator 
seemed to be of uniform elevation. Within were other 
walls surrounding the palace, and, rising to a con- 
spicuous height, tlie tower Antonia, so called by 
Herod, in honour of Marcus Antonins. 

“ The temple resembled a citadel, and had its own 
walls, which were more laboriously constructed than 
the others. Even the colonnades with which it was 
surrounded formed an admirable outwork. It con- 
tained an inexhaustible .spring: there were subterranean 
excavations in the hill, and tanks and cisterns for 
holding rain-water. The founders of the State had 
foreseen that frequent wars would result from the 
singularity of its customs, and so had made every pro- 
vision against the most protracted siege. After the 
capture of their city by Pompeius, experience and 
apprehension had taught them much. Availing them- 
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selves of the sordid policy of the Claiidian era to 
purchase the right of fortification, they raised in timo 
of peace such walls as were suited for war. Their num- 
bers were increased by a vast rabble collected from the 
overtlirow of the other cities [by Vespasian]. All the 
most obstinate rebels had escaped into the place, and 
perpetual seditions were the consequence. There were 
three generals and as many armies. Simon held the 
outer and larger circuit of walls. John, also called Bar- 
gioras, occupied the middle city ; Eleazar had fortified 
the temple. John and Simon were strong in numbers 
and equipment, Eleazar in position. There were con- 
tinual skirmishes, surprises, and incendiary fires, and a 
vast quantity of corn was burnt. Eefore long, John 
sent some emissaries, who, under pretence of sacrificing, 
slaughtered Eleazar and his partisans, and gained pos- 
session of the temple. The city was thus divided 
between two factions, till, as the Eomans approached, 
war with the foreigner brought about a reconciliation.’^ 
Such was this city and nation ; and Titus Cmsar, 
seeing that the position forbade an assault or any of the 
more rapid operations of war, determined to proceed 
by earthworks and covered approaches. The legions 
had their respective duties assigned to them, and there 
was a cessation from lighting, till all the inventions 
used in ancient warfare, or devised by modern in- 
genuity, for the reduction of cities, were constructed.” 

We have seen what the pen of Tacitus could do when 
relating the storming and conflagration of the Capitol 
in the civil war, and so may imagine how he described 
the total demolition of a far older and holier temple. 
While watching in Home the builders at their work of 
restoration of the one, and hearing the proclamation in 
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the Forum of the destruction of the other shrine, he may 
have said to himself : ‘ the pride of a harlmrous and 
superstitious peojde is humhled for ever ; hut the glory 
of Jupiter, best and greatest, will always endure. From 
the fane of the J ews, the gods have departed, hut the 
pontifex and the silent virgin will never cease to climb 
the Capitoline Hill.' “The destruction,” says Dean 
Merivale, “ never to be repaired, of the material temple 
of the Hebrews, cut the cords which bound the Christian 
faith to its local habitation, and launched it, under the 
hand of Providence, on its career of spiritual coiKpicst ; 
while the boasted reputation of the Capitol was a vain 
attempt to retain hold of the past, to revive the lost 
or perishing, to reattach to new conditions of tliought 
an outworn creed of antiquity.” 


History of Romans under tlie Empire, vi. 598. 



CIIAPTEK IX. 


ON TIIK ORATORS; OR THE CAUSES OP THE DECLINE 
OF ELOQUENCE. 

‘ Tlio Dialogue on tliu Orators' is now generally ad- 
niiiied to have hoen written by Tacitus, althougli for- 
merly it was ascribed to others— ainong them to (^uin- 
tiliaii or the younger Pliny. Tlie grounds of doubt 
arose from a fancied dissimilarity in its style to that of 
the unt|uestioncd works of llie historian. But there is 
nothing in tlie language of this dialogue that necil dis- 
entitle it to a place among his writings. On tlie con- 
trary, it displays several marks of his authorsliip, as 
well in the conslnudion of sentenci's as in a sarcastic 
turn of mind. The ‘ Annals ' are his latest^^the ‘ Dia- 
logue ' is proliably his eailiest composition. The latter 
is more dill'iisc, the former more condensed ; and this 
would naturally he the dilference between the style of 
a young and that of a mature and perliaps aged writer. 

The time at which Tacitus was training himself for 
the bar was one of conflict between those who desired 
to return to a healthier period of elo(piencc— and espe- 
ciallyto the craof Ilortcnsius and Cicero— andihose who 
clung to modern fashion, maintaining that it was better 
suited to their more polished age. The Ciceronian man- 
ner, the former argued, attained to the highest perfec- 
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tion of a natural style. They applauded the graceful 
and often the dignified character of his sentences, the 
richness of his diction, his art in opening a speech, 
his felicity in shaping it, and the force or splendour 
of his perorations. Yet these virtues, it Avas main- 
tained by the latter, would he accounted tedious 
by a generation of jurors and hearers less patient 
than their forefathers were of long sentences and 
artistically - constructed periods. The champions of 
the new fashion had some ground for their opinion. 
Not only are the races of men like leaves on trees, but 
their tastes also. The pulpit eloquence of Isaac Bar- 
row might perplex rather than edify a modern congre- 
gation ; the speeches of Chesterfield or Burke would 
more astonish than persuade a House of Commons 
at the present day. Sensational speeches were, in 
the earlier years of Tacitus, as much in vogue as sensa- 
tional plays and novels are now in Britain. The 
fashion in style set in great measure by Seneca, and 
against which Quintilian, while admitting tliat author’s 
great gifts, so warmly protested, affected the language 
of the bar as well as that of philosophy or literature. 
In Nero’s time, when this half - prosaic, half- poetic 
diction reachcil its height, nothing Avould go down 
witli those Avho frequented laAV courts or lecture- rooms 
except short, sharp,' epigrammatically-turned sentences. 
Commonplace thoughts, in order to make them appear 
neAV, rare, or ingenious, were twisted into innumerable 
forms, for the construction of which professors of 
rhetoric drew up rules and supplied examples. The 
Controversial and Suasorian essays of the oldest of the 
Senecas, Avho might have listened to Cicero himself, are 
a sort of recipe-books for a culinary process of dealing 
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with eloquence. A better day, however, was at hand. 
Tacitus marks as the period of the greatest sensual 
excesses in Eomo that whicli separates the battle of 
Actium from the accession of Nerva ; and ho speaks of 
Vespasian’s reign as the beginning of an epoch of im- 
provement in morals and of amended taste in litera- 
ture. The ^ Dialogue on the Orators,’ composed, if not 
made public, in the fifth year of tliat emperor’s reign, 
displays the leading features of the controversy between 
the reformers and the corrupters of the Latin lan- 
guage. The advocates of a simpler and less artificial 
manner did not gain a complete victory, nor their 
opponents suffer an entire defeat. Even Quintilian, 
who, as lie himself tells us, was tlie first to uplift his 
voice against a depraved fashion in writing and speak- 
ing, docs not recommend a complete return to the 
theory or practice of the Ciceronian time. And he 
judged wisely and well. No sensible critic of the 
present moment would advise a recurrence to the 
language of Bacon or Addison. In his own writings 
Quintilian obeyed the laws wliich he prescribed to his 
pupils and readers. But although he set the example 
of a better form, he could not rcLindle the spirit and 
passionate heat of the Catilinarian and Philippic ora- 
tions. Some of the vices of the Neronian period were 
abandoned ; yet even Tacitus himself is not quite free 
from the blemish of epigrammatic sentences, wliile in the 
verse of the time the reaction was even less complete. 

Besides its proper subject, tlie decline and the pos- 
sible revival of Boman oratory, the ‘Dialogue’ contains 
much information on literature generally. This will 
appear from a short sketch of its plot and dminatis 
persoYKje. Like many of Cicero’s treatises on oratory 
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and philosophy, it professes to he a reminiscence of 
a conversation heard by the author himself, and 
reported by liini afterwards to a friend. “ You 
have often inquired of me, my good friend Justus 
labiiis,” says Tacitus, “ how and whence it comes that, 
while former times display a series of orators con- 
spicuous for ability and their renown, the present age, 
devoid of them, and without any claim to the praise of 
eloquence', has scarcely retained even the name of an 
orator. J>y that appellation Ave understand only men 
of a bygone time ; whereas in these days eloquent 
men are entitled speakers, pleaders, advocates, patrons ; 
in short, evciything else except — orators.” 

The dispute, like so many controversies, polemical 
or political, before and since, began upon a (piestion 
not very nearly related to it. Cains Curiatius ^latcrnus, 
a promising young barrister, w'as giving much anxiety 
to his friend Marcus Aper, a pleader then in high 
reput(}, by Ids passion for writing i;>lays and by his 
neglect of the weightier matters of the law. In the 
first place, ]\Iateriius could not serve two masters. Tf 
ho went on at his present rate in such unprofitable 
stutlics, he must lose many good clients. “ Your 
friends,” said Aper to him, “ expect your patronage ; 
the colonies invoke your aid ; and municipal cities call 
for you in the courts. Such practice as you could 
command would soon make you rich. Think, I be- 
seech you, what lu’ctty i)ickings Eprius Marccllus and 
Vibius CrispTis have already made by their profession, 
and nd’ one knows who their hithcrs Averc ; though 
everybody is aware that they were as poor as rats a few 
years ago; But neglect of your business is not the 
worst of it. Those blessed tragedies of yours will, by 
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Hercules ! get you into a serious scrape. Yesterday 
you read to an audience your last tragedy, ‘ Cato.’ You 
must liavo heard already, for all the town is talking 
of it, that this piece is not relished in higli (quarters. 
Folks are saying tliat you have thought much more 
of your hero than of yourself. Him, a grumbling old 
commonwealth man, you have drawn in the brightest 
colours. And what is Cato to you, or you to Cato, 
that you should run the risk of being sent on his ac- 
count into exile, to starve on some barren island 
A})or was accompanied on this visit by another 
ornament of the Forum, and a common Iricnd of 
Matenius and himself — Julius Seciindus, an orator, 
of whom Quintilian enbudained great expectations. 
They w(U‘e not fulHlled, for Julius died young, ihe 
remonstrances of Aper were heard with equanimity 
by IMatei'iius. “I was (piite prepared for this,” ho 
says; “to differ on this subject is grown familiar to 
us both. You wage incessant war against poetry : I 
couvsider it a client whom I am bound to defend. Ihit 
it happens, luckily, tluit on tliis occasion a compedent 
arbiter of our standing feud is present. Cur Iricnd 
Secundus, after hearing what wo have each to say, 
will either enjoin me to give up writing verses, or, as 
I hope, will encourage me to al)andon a profession I 
am weary of, and to pursue one in which I delight.” 
Secundus doubts wliether Aper Avill accept him as an 
umpire. “ To tell you the truth,” he says, “ though I 
cannot myself make ver.ses, I feel a partiality for those 
who can, especially for that excellent man affd no less 
excellent poet, Baleius Bassus.” 

“ Hang Saleius Bassus,” retorts Aper, “ and all his 
generation ! Let him and all of his sort spin verses 
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as they list without interruption. His is not a case 
in point. lie could not make tenj)enc0 a-day at the 
bar. But Maternus is something more and far better 
than a verse-monger. Why should ho waste precious 
hours on his ‘ Cato ’ or ‘ Tliyestes/ his ‘ Agamemiiuii* 
or VDomitiusC — he who is formed by nature to 
reach the lieights of manly eloquence. As for your 
Saleius Bassus, it was very kind in Vespasian to 
give him lately fifty pounds ; nay, the more so be- 
cause our Cicsar is not usually so free of his money. 
But why should 3"ou, IMaternus, who can earn thrice 
that sum when the courts are sitting, desire to put 
yourself on a level with an imperial pensioner ? At 
the best, poets are very slenderly paid.’’ And Aper 
then goes on pointing out ^the privations and diffi- 
culties of the Avorshippers of the Muses, much in the 
strain of Johnson’s lines : — 

“ Deign on the passing world to turn thine eyes, 

And pause awliile from letters to be wise ; 

There mark what ills the scholar’s life assail — 

Toil, envy, want, the j)atron, and the jail.’’ 

The vehement attack on poets by Aper is rebutted 
with great energy by Maternus ] but their combat is 
but a skirmisli preparatory to the main battle that fol- 
lows, on the comparative merits of the old and the 
new schools of oratory. And now a fourtli speaker 
is introduced in tlio ‘Dialogue’ — Vipstanus Messala, 
a soldier, and a pleader of groat reputation, to whom 
Tacitus in his ‘ History ’ pays this singular tribute, 
that ho Avas the only man of note Avho Avent over from 
Yitellius to ’Vespasian from honest motives. It is noAv 
seen that the ‘ Dialogue on Oratory ’ is constructed on 
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the plan often ado])ted by Cicero in similar treatises. 
In the first place, the subject of the conversation is 
said to luive been heard in his youth by the author of 
it — and in that respect Cicero follows the example set 
him by Idato ; next, there is a little preliminary dis- 
cussion tliat soon branches out into the imiin argu- 
ment ; thirdly, a friend joins the company after the 
debate has made some j)rogre.ss ; and lastly, Aper in 
Tacitus, and Antonins in Cicero, are nearly counterparts 
of each other in the character of their eloquence. It 
was said of Aper at the .time that he owed his fame, 
not to art or literature, but to the natural powers of a 
vigorous understanding; and Antouius is made to 
say that “his fame wouhl be the greater if he were 
regarded as a man wholly illiterate and void of edu- 
cation.” In the chapter on his ‘Life,’ it was only possible 
to coujeciurc what was the training of Tacitus at the 
bar ; but the dialogue now under examination may help 
ns to jierccive that he was a student of the oratorical 
works of the Ciceronian age, while his ‘ Annals ’ ailbrd 
many tokens of his having been well versed in the 
poetry of Virgil, and pinbaps also in that of many 
other writers of the Augustan period, Livy included. 

“ English Eeaders ” cannot be expected to take any 
lively interest in the respective merits of the old or 
new Homan orators. But they niay not object to 
a brief sketch of what was thought to constitute a 
liberal education in Tacitus’s day. The future historian 
may often be traced in the opinions of the juvenile 
author of this ‘ Dialogue.’ His allusions to th^ bygone 
time are frequently a covert satire on the ago in which 
he wrote. Some of the following extracts will show 
that even if Juvenal and Tacitus never met each other 



.174 


TA Cl TVS. 


amid the vast population of Eome — wliero tlio one 
probably rented a liftli-stoiy chamber, and the other 
a wclbappointcd liouse — yet tha,t their viewis of the 
general corruption of literature, as well as of morals, 
coincided as closelj^ as if they liad sat at the same 
table, or exchanged opinions in a library or a lecture- 
room. 

]\[essala tabes tlie side of the older orators against 
Aper, the advocate of the mnv eloquence. Tie says : 

Jlefore entering on the subject of tlie decay of elo- 
quence, it will not be useless to look back to tlie sys- 
tem of education that tirevailed in former times, and 
to tlie strict discipline of our ancestors, in a point of 
so much moment as the foi'ination of youth. In the 
tiiiKis to which I now refer, tlie son of every family was 
the legitimate olfspring of a virtuous mother.^’ This 
not very charitalde, yet pe!‘ha])s not untrue, statement, 
is in the veay spirit of Juvenal and ]\Iartial, who 
^‘knew the town” as well as the Higgins of Pope did. 
“The infant, as soon as born, was not consigned to the 
mean dwelling of a hinding nurse, but was reared and 
cherished in the bosom of a lender parent. To regu- 
late all household affairs and attend to her children 
was, at that time, the liighcst commendation of women. 
Some kinswoman of mature years, and disiinguislied 
by the purity of her life, was chosen for the guardian 
of the child. In lier jiresenco no imU'cent word or act 
was permitted. To her was intrusted the direction of 
the studies of her charge; nay more, his sports and 
recreations also, so that all might be conducte<l with 
modesty and respect for virtue. The tendency of this 
strict discipline was, that the nature of the young 
being trained up in purity and honesty, and not being 
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warped by evil dcsircSj they with tlieir whole heart 
embraced sound instruction, and were fitted for their 
future calling, whether their inclination led them to a 
military career, to the knowledge of law, or the pur- 
suits of clo(pience.” 

“Whereas, nowadays,” Mcssala continues, “anin- 
tant, as soon as it is born, is liandcd over to some 
p:iltry (treek maid-servant, wlio has for lier assistants 
one or more of the most rascally of the slaves, utterly un- 
fit for any grave business. Ity their i<lle talcs and 1)1 un- 
ders the tender and uninstrueded minds of the children 
are stained, and not a soul in tlie house cares what he 
docs or says before his young master. Nay, the 
parents tlicmselvcs do not accustom them to honesty 
or modesty, but make them familiar with riliahlry and 
(diatteriiig, so tliat in time they grow shameless and 
void of respect for themselves or others. Vices that 
may be said to be proper and peculiar to this city, it 
scorns to me, tliey catch before their hii tli • such as 
a passion fi.)r stage-plays, gladiators, and liorse-raccs. 
What I'oom for lionest pursuits is loft for minds so 
oecii[)ied, or rather blockaded?” 

This was a ^vr)rs]npful system of education to begin 
with, and it did not improve Avith the removal of the 
children from the nursery to school. No jiaiiis Avero 
taken to cultivate taste by reading the best authors ; 
histoi’v and every hrancli of useful knowledge were 
neglected ; even the study of men and manners Avas 
ignored, rrcceptors Avere chosen at hnp-hazard, and 
all educational duties supposed to be fulfilled, j^’ovided 
only there Avas a decent form of instruction, in Avhicli 
the tutor Avas often incompetent to give, and the pupil 
reluctant to gain, any useful knowledge. After such a 
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scholastic programme as this, we are prepared for 
Messala’s saying — “It is notorious that eloquence, 
with tlie rest of tlie polite arts, has lost its former 
lustre, yet these evil effects are not owing to a dearth 
of men or decay of ability. The true causes of this 
decadence are the apathy of parents, the ignorance of 
instructors, the total neglect of sound discipline. Tlie 
miscliief began at Eome, it has overrun Italy, and is 
now rapidly pervading the provinces.” 

Messala proceeds to contrast tlie education of the 
young orator in his time with that which had prevailed 
in a bettor ago. Ho describes the toil, the discipline, the 
exercises by which the aspirant to jiublic liononrs was 
trained for Ids profession. Ilis home-education had 
been sound. When arrived at the proper age for higher 
instruction, he was taken by his fatlicr, or some near 
relative, his guardian, to some eminent orator of the 
day. He attended his instructor on all occasions. 
With ' him he visited the Forum, listened to his 
pleadings in the courts of justice, noted in his 
books or his memory his public harangues, marked 
him when moved by passion, or when calmly stating 
his case, and admired his art or facility Avhon the 
subject required a prompt and unstudied reply. Thus 
on the hold of battle he learned the rudiments of 
rhetorical AvarfarO. Kor did he confine liis attention 
to his patron alone; he Avatched diligently the methods 
and the habits of other speakers, and so Avas the better 
able to distinguish between excellences and defects, or 
at least to select the species of eloipience most adapted 
to his own powers or temperament. This practical 
education was in strict conformity with the general 
character of the Homan mind. The greatest of Latin 
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poets had told liis countrymen that to other nations had 
heen granted, in a ineasiire denied to them, the arts of 
the sculptor and the ]}ainter, of the natural philo- 
soplicr, nay, even of eloquence itself, lint the lot as- 
signed by the poet to the lloniaii peo]>le 'was to govern 
the human race, to lower the liaughty, to spare the 
liiimhle, to promote and cherish peace ; and among the 
instruments by wliicli tlieir destiiiy -would bo accom- 
plished, a li1)eral eloquence was not the least elTectivo. 

The discipline of the orator, indeed, was scarcely 
less severe in the good bid times than that which 
(pialifiod the soldier for his duties in war. “jMiUtary 
(‘xerciscs were the important and nnremitted object of 
th(i discipline of the legions. The recruits and young 
soldiei's were constantly trained, ])oth in tlie morning 
and in tlie evening, nor was age or knowledge allowed 
to excuse tlie veterans from the daily repetition of 
w'hat they had C(unpletely learnt.” * Even (hcero, 
when at the zenitli of his fame, di<l not ])ormit him- 
S(!lt to forego the exiuviscs of his assiduous youth \ and 
the wary Augustus ])repar<!d foi' Ijis sj)oec]ies to the 
senate hy declamation in his closet. “The orator,” 
proceeds INfessala., “ was a real comhatant matched and 
mated witli an earnest antagonist, not a gladiator in a 
mock contest, lighting for a prize. His was a stvugghi 
for victory, hefore an audience always changing, yet 
always ‘ frequent and full.’ ” He addressed enemies as 
well as admirers, and Loth were severe eiitic.s of his 
merits or deh'cts. In this clash of ojhnions the true 
orator flourished. He did not depend on the ^audits 
of the honches occupied by his friends oidy, hut on the 
cheers extorteU Ijy him trom those on which his oppo- 
* Gibbon, ‘Decline and Fall/ oh. i. 

A. c. vol. xvii. 
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ncnt?, and perhaps his personal or political foes, were 
seated ; and tlio best of suffrages is reluctant applause. 

Messala then goes on to describe tlie luoilern system 
of oratorical training. ‘‘ Our young nie!i,” he says, 
with palpable indignation, arc taken to the scliools 
of professors, who call themselves rhetoricians, whereas 
a more fitting name for them would be ‘ impostors.’ 
Sucli gentry as now educato our youth were, in better 
times than ours, silenced by the censors, and ordercil, 
as Cicero tells us, ‘ to slnit up their schools of impu- 
dence.’ But no such wholesome disci[>line exists 
now, and our students are put in charge of oratorical 
mountebanks.” Ifo cannot decide whether the lecture- 
room itself, the compaiiy frerpicntiiig it, or the course 
of instruction employed, were the more [)rojudicial to 
the pupils, at least to such of them as liave any true 
vocation for the art and mystery of clorpicnce. Boy- 
novices were set to declaim to boys, young men to 
young men. Ignorant s])eakers addressed lu'arers as 
ignorant as thems(dvcs. The very sulyccts on Avhicli 
they wrangled were useless. “ They are of t\ro kinds — 
persuasive or controversial. The former, supposed to bo 
the easier, is usually assigned to the younger scholars ; 
the latter is reserved for the more advanced. But for 
the real hnsiiiess of the bar, and for the objects of the 
advocate, both sorts arc equally idle. Ko judge, de- 
serving the name, would be no opponent 

confuted, by these windy declamations. The topics 
chosen for exercise are alike remote from truth or even 
probal?uity. ‘ Is it lawful to slay a tyrant ? if not, what 
should be the punishment of the tyrannicide 1 ‘ What 

rites and ceremonies are proper to be used during a 
raging pestilence V ‘If married women break their 
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nuptial vows, or if maidens aro wronged, iiow ouglit 
the adulterer or the seducer to be dealt with ? ’ Such 
is tlie skimhlc-scamhle stulF with which our budding 
orators are now crammed ! Even in the lecture-room 
these tliemes aro liackueyed, while in the courts of 
justice tliey are never debated. Tlie language in 
wliich such frivolous exercises are written is on a par 
with tlie emptiness of tlie questions. It is unnatural, 
gaudy, bombastic. The su])erstructuro is answerable 
to the foundation. In such ^sch()o]s of impudence' 
our lads may be taught to chatter, but not to speak 
either in the senate or at the bar.”"^ 

The close of ^Ii'ssala s portion in the ^ Dialogue,' 
and the earlier sections of that of iMatcriius, aro un- 
fortunately lost. He is made to discourse at the end, 
as ho is re[)ortcd to have done at first, with a h.'rvour 
that seemed to lift him above himself, lie evidently 
in part agreed with the defender of the moderns, 
klarcus Aper, and partly with the defender of the 
ancients, VTpstaniis Messala. That wo no longer pro- 
duce such orators as adorned the conimonweidtli, as 
well in its decline as in its ‘Diiost high and palmy 

* Juvenal, often tlio lie.st commentator on his contemporary, 
Taeitusi, notices tlie depraved fashion of these mock dis- 
courses : — 

“ But Vectius, 0 that adamantine frame ! 

Has o[)ed a Klietoric school of no mean fame, 

Where boys, in long succession, rave and storm 
At tyranny, through many a crowded form. 

The exercise he lately, sitting, read, 

Standing, distracts his miserable head, 

And every day, and every hour, aftorda 

The self-same subject, in tho self-same words,” &c. 

—Sat. vii. [Gilford]. 
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etato,” is owing to the character of the times more 
than to the men living in them. Earely docs a quiet, 
settled, and uniform government afford an opportunity 
for eloquence of the highest order. “ G reat ” — that is, 
})assionat6 clofpicnce ” — such as pervades the Verrine, 
Catilinarian, and Philippic speeches of (hccro — ‘Gike 
llame, demands nourishment.” Political commotions 
excite it; and the longer it burns the brighter its light. 
The spirit of the older speakers was fed by the turbu- 
lence of their age. He who could wield to his will a 
fierce democracy became itc idol. Then every grade 
of society took a deep interest in public eveiits and 
pu1)lic men. Then few were content to give a silent 
vote in the senate, or shrank from the turmoil of the 
hustings and the Forum. In the conflict of parties, 
laws were multiplied ; and scar(;cly a bill became law 
without a fierce opposition to it. The leading chiefs 
were the favourite demagogues. The magistrates W(n’e 
often engaged entire days in debate ; and sometimes it 
was midnight before the assemldy broke up. The 
people and the senatt'. Avere generally at war with each 
other : the nobles themselves were divided by constant 
factions : even members of the same bouse Avere 
at variance ; and no citizen Avas so revered as to b(i 
exempt from impeachment. Hence that llame of elo- 
quence Avliicli l)lazed continually under the republican 
government ; and lienee tlie fuel that kept it alive. 

‘‘And remember,” continues iMaternns, “the position 
of the orator at that time.” His imjiortance and influ- 
ence A^^ve not confined to tlie senate or the jieople. 
Foreign nations courted bis friendslii]). Praetors and 
proconsuls going out to their provinces, or returning 
from them, did him liomagc. He could not stir from 
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liis house without obseiTation and an obsequious 
crowd following him to tlio rostrum or tlio senate- 
house, or to the city gates if lie were going to his 
country seat. Even if ho were not entitled to lictors 
or fasces at tlie nioment, yet as a j)rivatc citizen his 
opinion inlluonced gowned senators ; and his fame was 
well known even to the inliabitants of garrets and 
cellars, who jiicked up the crumbs from rich men’s 
tables, when the sacrifices in the temples did not 
afford them meat, or the measure of corn supplied by 
the State was exhausted, r 

Maternus admits that the forms of proceeding and 
the rules of practice in liis time were more conducive 
than tliose observed by the ancients to the purposes of 
truth and justice. There was then more fj'ceilom for 
the orator, lie was not, as he is now, limited to a few 
hours in the delivery of a speech. If his genius 
prompted him, ho might expatiate on the case in 
hand ; if it suited his convenience, ho might adjourn 
it. Maternus descends to minute particulars, tliougli 
he thinks it not unlikely that his hearers will smile at 
them. The Greek or Roman orator was always in 
some degree an actor also. Ilortensius, Cicero’s most 
formidable antagonist, Avas very particular as to the 
plaits in bis gown and tlio arrangement of Ids hair ; 
and Gains Gracchus modulated his voice by a sort of 
pitcli-pipe sounded wlnm lie spoke in too high or too 
low a key by an attendant slave. But suck niceties,” 
says Maternus, “are no longer observed. The very 
robe now Avorn at the bar has an air of mean Kiss. It 
sits close to the person: it renders graceful gestures 
impossible. Again, the courts of judicature are un- 
favourable to the speaker in them. Causes arc now 
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heard in small narrow rooms, in which it is not neces- 
sary to raise the voice, or to display energy in pleading. 
Whereas the true orator, like a nohlo horse, requires 
liberty and space. Ecforc a few hearers his spirit 
droops : in a conrined room his genius flags.’' 

Ho winds up his argument with some timely and 
sound consolation to the men of his time. Oratory 
may he on the decline ; hut have we nothing to 
counterbalance the loss of it? Would we, if the 
choice were offered to us, return to the days when 
Koine exhibited one ])erpct;ial scene of contention? 
Could all the eloquence of the Gracchi atone for the 
laws which they im})Oscd on their country? Did the 
fame that Cicero won by eloquence compensate him 
for tli(} tragic end to which his orations against Afarcus 
Antonins l)rought him? ' Kclicvc me, my excellent 
friends, liad it boon your lot to live under iho old 
republic, you would have been as famous, and perliaps 
as much harassed by anxiety and envy, as the orators 
you so much admire ; ami liad it been Iboir lot to live 
in those piping times of ])cace, tlie heroes of the bar 
would have acquiesced in the tranquillity we enjoy. 
It may not he easy — it may he impossil)le — for us to 
attain a great and splendid re|)utation as orators; hut we 
can at haist ho content with the calmor tenor of the pre- 
sent age, and applaud, without envying, our ancestors. 

It would ho itllo to sj^ecuhitc wlioiher Tacitus 
imaged himself in the characters of Julius vSecundus, 
of Vipstaiius Messala, or of Guriatius Matenius. 
The spr.ches ho ascribes to them respectively dis])lay 
oratorical (palities of a very liigh order, especially 
when wo remember that the * Dialogue • is one of his 
earliest works. 
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THE HISTORIAN. 

There was a tiino when tlio works of Tacitus avcto for 
iiioHi fuRiiliar to Eaiglisli readers lliaii they are now, 
—when sages like llaeon, and historians like Clarendon, 
drew from tliem moral and political adages, and aj)- 
pcided to tlumi as manuals for statesmen. Tut in 
pioportioii as tlie power of the Crown in tliis country 
has diminish(‘(l, and that of Parliament increased, the 
(dironicler of ten Ca'sars has ceased to he an oracle for 
our public men. He shares tlic fate of Cicero— he 
lives almost in name alone. 

Quito otherwise is it with liis reputation in Europe, 
and especially in France. Tlierc Tacitus is still rev- 
erenced, and often consulted as a guide fo)' statists, 
historians, ami orators. If we except the work (if 
Dean M(uivalo, the merits of which arc so obvious 
that it would 1)0 almost impertimmt to praise it in 
this little volume, it would be difficult to name aiiy 
treatise on the ‘History’ or ‘Annals’ that has been 
written by an Englishman worth reading ; while, on 
the other hand, it would bo tedious to enuincratc the 
Erencli or German writers who, in the present cen- 
tury alone, Jiave either built on the foundations of 
Tacitus, or thrown new liglit on his Avorks. 
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Tile different tone of the ‘ History ’ and ‘ Annals ’ 
has already been hinted at; probably had the reign 
of Domitian come down to ns, it would be found that 
the later books of the ‘ History ’ were a preparation, 
at least in the spirit pervading them, for the records 
of the Julian and Claudian Cmsars. That the 
^ Annals ’ place the emperors in a most unfavourable 
light lias often been noted. Voltaire, who was by no 
means a partisan of kings in general, and IN'apoleon the 
I'irst, who may have had a fellow-feeling with military 
despots, have both pointed out the bias of Tacitus, and 
maintained that in the ‘Annals ’ at least wo have a poli- 
tical satire, rather than a lair or trustworthy narrative. 

Could we read some of the authors whom Tacitus 
had before him while engaged on his latest work, — 
still more, could we peep into some of the himily 
journals of the time — for the ujipcr classes in Home at 
all times kept journals of jiublic events or piivate 
feuds, — wo might very probably obtain a clue to the 
sjiirit which guided him in the selection and structure 
of the ‘Aiimda.' Vanity, or the desire for sympathy 
from an audience, led the keepers of such journals or 
memoirs to read them occasionally to a few particular 
friends, and these • friends appear to have been not 
always discreet, and even occasionally faithless, and so 
the contents of these private papers got wind, and 
reached the ears of some vigilant informer, and the 
journalist had every reason to repent of having been 
so communicative. “ 1 remember,” writes Seneca the 
rhetorician, “hearing Labienus recite portions of a 
manuscript which ho entitled ‘ History ; ’ now and 
then ho would over many pages of the scroll in 
his hand, saying, this must not be read until after my 
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decease." Apparently there Avas some very treasonable 
matter in Labieniis’s ‘History/ since be avoided the 
trouble of being put to death by burying himself alive 
in the tomb of his ancestors ; and his book, after his 
death, was ordered by the senate to bo publicly burnt. 

Nor did Tacitus coiihne his attention to private 
memoirs. Ho plumes himself on ]iot excluding tales, 
resting on common rumour only, from his ‘Annals.’ 
Drusus Caesar, the son of Tiberius, was ])oisoncd by 
Sejanus, and his partner in guilt, Livia. Lut there was 
another version of the story, Avhich Tacitus tlisl>elieveil, 
yet whicli he cannot refrain from repeating. The 
story Avas this : that Sejanus contrived to poison the 
cup which Drusus Avas about to present to his lather, 
and Avarned Tiberius not to drink out of it. Drusus, 
having no suspicion of the fraud, drained the poisoned 
chalice, and Tiberius was persuaded that his son 
committed suicide through dread of being discovered. 
Tacitus says — “ In my account of the death of Drusus, 
the best and most authentic of historians have been 
my guides. A report, hoAvever, Avdiich found credit 
at the time, and has not yet died out, ought not to be 
omitted." He admits tliat “ the report cannot stand 
the test of examination." He gives excellent reasons 
for disbelieving it. Ho says, in another ])ortion of the 
‘ Annals,’ that Koine Avas the most credulous and 
scandalous of cities ; and yet he cannot refrain, scepti- 
cal as he Avas, from telling and commenting upon this 
monstrous story. The true reason peeps out at the 
last. The story famished him Avith an arro^ against 
the Cicsar. “ The truth is," he writes, “ Sejanus was 
capable of eA^ery species of villainy, however atrocious : 
the emperor’s partiality for him increased tlie number 
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of liis enemies ; and, both the sovereign and the fav- 
orite being objects of public detestation, malignity 
itself could coin no tale so black, and even iiuprobable, 
that men were not willing to believe.” 

The drift of the ‘Annals ’ can hardly be mistaken ; 
it is an elaborate j'U'otest against Ctcsarianism : it is 
also, what Idiny’s ‘ Panegyric ’ was directly, an i]i- 
direct encomium on Trajan. Kuthing is more agree- 
able to the cars of a nev/ dynasty than a picture of a 
former one drawn with the darkest colours. A golden 
age has come : an iron age has i)assed away. 

“Tacitus,” observes Dean IMerivale, “constructs the 
history of the empire with reference to a dominant 
idea in his own mind.” It was such an “ idea” that, in 
his writings on the Prencli Itcvolution, misled and in- 
deed perverted the genius of Purke, and nmdered the 
veteran cViam})ioji of Ihiglish lilx*rty the advocate of a 
corrupt monarchy and a still more corrupt (diurcii. 
It was a fixed belief Avith Tacitus that liome owed ail 
her greatness to a senatorial government, or rather to 
an oligarchy. In feeling and iji tlicory he was a 
])atrician of tlic patricians; and consecpicnlly he attia- 
l)uted to Cmsarian usurpation the decline and dc(;ay of 
Home. The battle of Actiuni was foi' him the Ihgira 
from whicdi dated the beginning of evil days. Pome, 
governed lyy consuls and tribunes cliosen by a free 
people, Avas virtuous and Amliant ; governed hy despots, 
she Avas prolligatc and faint-hearted. The once noble 
and patriotic senators Avere .succeeded hy a sordid and 
servile Avho, shrinking like dogs under the liunts- 
man’s Avliip, crouched under tlicir lords in peace, and 
did not resent humiliation in Avar. Julius Cmsar had 
admitted to the benches of the senate, Gauls, Spaui- 
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aids, and Africans : upstart foreigners and enfranchised 
■boiidiueii, it was said, sat heside men wliose forefathers 
liad expelled the Tarcpiins, and Imnihled tlie pride of the 
Mai'sian and the Sainnite ; two-thirds of the conscript 
fathers might have hecn puzzled, if asked to produce 
tlieir pedigree. It was tlm policy of the last and noblest 
of dictators to extend the privileges of Iloman citizens 
to the provincials, and to recruit tlic senate with the 
l)est subjects of the empini. But this wise as well as 
generous scheme was an abomination to the historian. 

A very slight acquaintance with the annals of Borne 
in the last century of the commonwealth is sullicient 
to dispel the illusion that, as a city, having merely 
municij)al laws and functions, she was great ; but as 
the head of an empirii reaching from tlie ICuplirates to 
the Atlantic, from the Grampian mountains to the first 
cataract of the Bile, mean and inglorious. As for the 
city, in the good days envied and extolled by the 
historian, we have Cicero’s authority for describing it 
as a theatre in which ‘Glomcstic fury and lierce civil 
strife ” were almost annually the pertbrmances ; and as 
fur the provinces, until they found Ciesars for th(‘ir pro- 
tectors, they wm’e the unvarying scene of the most cruel 
and covetous tyranny that, if we except Asiatic despot- 
isms, ever alllicted the human race. Bvcii the poet Lucan, 
Avlios(i ‘ riiarsalia’ is really an indictment of Ciesar and 
the Atariau party, does not dmguise the licentiousness 
of the era which he and Tacitus profess to lament. 

]cven from translations English readers may derive 
very fair conceptions of the Satires of Juvc]jiil and the 
writings of Tacitus — at all events, so far as to perceive 
that the poet confirms many opinions on men and 
manners held by the historian. Living in the same 
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ago, tlioiigli probably moving in different circles of 
society, they both bear witness to tlic general profligacy 
of life in Eome. But there is a difference in their 
])ortraits of it. Tacitus, not concealing the depravity 
of the upper classes, ascribes it to the evil example set 
by the emperors. Juvenal, in this respect more im- 
partial, shows us that there Avas, in many a noble 
house, a Nero or a Domitian. Keeping ever in view 
his repugnance to the system of goveinmeiit framed by 
Augustus, the historian concentrates in the (Imsars 
themselves the vices that Avere common to the age. 
But long before there was an emperor there Avere ini 
perial vices in Eome. But tlie profligacy, political or 
personal, of consuls and senators, had not a Tacitus 
to brand it, and avo are left to infer from other Avriters 
the enormities of the commonAvealth in its later years. 
The speeches and letters of Cicero alone supply suf- 
ficient evidence that the crimes of the emperors had 
])een at least rehearscid by the nobles of his time : that 
the vices of tlie palace had been practised in the halls 
of conscript fathers. The exaggerations of an orator, 
hoAV(}ver, are alloAved for by hearers or readers of his 
speeches ; and Iioav often Cicero fluctuated, as his in- 
terest at the moment recjuircd, in his judgment of 
public men, is palpable in his letters. He merely used 
the common privilege of barristers and political Avriters 
in every age, to exhibit his friends in the fairest and 
his foes in the foulest light. Tacitus is a prosecutor 
of the Cccsars — those at least Avho are described in the 
‘ Annals ’ -77 c^uite as much as Marcus Tullius Avas of 
Catiline or Antonius, But his accusations and in- 
sinuations are rarely called in question : and carried 
aAvay by the force and beauty of his language, by the 
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skilful arrangement of liis facts, and liis enthusiasm 
for republican virtues, the reader of his 'works, passive 
ill his hands, often yields implicit evidence to his 
record of imperial enormities. 

Tacitus admits that the affairs of Tiberius, Cains 
(Caligula), Claudius, and bToro were misrepresented 
while they survived hy/cf/r, and aft(U’ their deaths, by 
hatml; and, as reganls Nero, tin's admission is repeated 
by Josephus. There is, indeiKl, reason for believing 
that tlie odium in which Til)eriiis was held, iiicTcased 
as time Avent on. In spite, however, of this sttitoment, 
the historian throughout the. ‘ Annals ’ a]i]>ears to lean 
to the d(da‘iie.tor’s side, and rei)resciits the Claudiaii 
and dulian Cmsars in the sjiirit of his own generation; 
the third, that is, after their respective reigns. In the 
time both of the Flavian emperors and of Nerva and 
Trajan, there Avas a strong reaction against the des- 
potism of the earlier dynasty ; — a recoil from the ex- 
travagance of the Caian, Claudiaii, and Neronian 
period. From the bondage in Avdiich the senate Avas 
held by the emperors, from the influence of women 
and freedmen, and the liberty, or more truly the 
liccncx', grant(xl to public informers, a AAoitcr con- 
temporary Avith Trajan, and one Avho had escaped from 
the caprices of Domitian, naturally looked back on a 
period of general misrule Avith aversion on a par Avith 
that Avhich the Long Parliament hit for the adminis- 
tration of Charles, >Strall'ord, Luckinghani, and Laud, 
or Avith that Avhich the statesmen, of 1789 felt for the 
Bastille, the taxes and services of the ancient regime, 
and its feudal and royal abusi'S. Towards tfio earlier 
emperors, pialiapsnot cxclmling Augustus, feelings 
of Tacitus may be aptly conveyed in the Avords Avliich 
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Sliakeepeare pnts into the mouth of Cassius, ■wlien 
denouncing the usurpation of the First Ctesar : — 

Age, thou art shamed r 

llom(‘, tliou hast lost tlie breed of noble Idoods ! 

When went there by an age, since the great flood, 

But it was faiiiM with more than one man \ 

Wlien could they say, till now, that talked of Koine, 
Tliat her wide wallcs encompassed but one man ? 

Now is it Koine indeed, and room enough, 

When there is in it but one only man. 

0 ! you aud I have Inward our fathers say, 

Kliere was a Brutus omag f^bat would Inive lirook’d 
The eternal diivil to keep his state in Itonie, 

As easily as a king.’^ 

Tn the pages of Tacitus tlicrc is often a sjiirit visildc 
akin to that of Dante. The Koman indeed had not 
tlio advantage of the Florentine in a sure and certain 
faith that there was a region of liale reserved for his 
political enemies, and accordingly could not exhibit 
Tiberius in a reddiot tomb like Farinata’s, nor im- 
prison Nero in a j^ool of ice, like the Arcbhisbop 
Euggicri. But he did all that lay in his power 
to make both of these emperors infamous for ever, 
and in the following words of the ‘ Annals,’ points 
at tlio secret tortures tliat aAvait tlie wicked even on 
earth, ddberius had addressed a letter to the senate, 
in which were the following words (the English 
reader may he reminded that wo have not the letter 
itself, and so cannot divine the context of these words, 
which maj merely have related to physical sufferings) : 
“ What to write, conscript fixthers — in what terms to 
express myself, or what to refrain from- writing — is 
a«matter of such perplexity, that if I knew how to 
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decide, may the jnst gods, and the goddesses of ven- 
geance, doom me to die in pangs, worse than those 
under which I linger every day.” ‘‘We have here,” 
preceeds the historian, “ the features of the inward man. 
ITi s crimes retaliated upon him witlr the keenest retri- 
bution ; so true is the saying of the great philosopher 
[So(irates], the oracle of ancient wisdom, that if the 
minds of tyrants were laid open to our view, we should 
SCO them gashed and mangled with tlui wldps and 
stings of horror and remorse. IJy blows and stripes 
the (Icsh is made to quiver, and, in like manner, 
criuity and inordinate passions, malicii and evil deeds, 
Ijccomc internal executioners, and with unceasing tor- 
ture goad and lacerate the heart. Of this truth 
Tiberius is a melancholy instance. Niitlier the im- 
perial dignity, nor the gloom of solitude, nor the rocks 
of Caprcoc, co\dd shield him from himself, lie lived 
on the rack of guilt, and his wounded spirit groaned 
in agony.” Such a passage as this would have har- 
monised with the gloom of the ‘Inferno.’ In the 
opening stanzas of the ‘ Purgatorio/ Dante records his 
sense of relief from the regions of sorrow, and return 
to the light of day : — 

“ O’er hettt;r waves to speed her rapid course 
d’lie liglit bark of my genius lifts the sail. 

Well pleased to leave so cruel s/ja hebind, 

And of that second region will I sing,” 

[Cary’s Translation.] 

And in the ‘Agricola,’ wo find a corresponding wel- 
come to the advent of Nerva and Trajan : “ Ajt length 
we begin to revive from our lethargy : the Emperor 
Nerva, in the beginning of this glorious era, has found 
means to reconcile two things, till now deemed incoitf- 
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patil)le, — civil li])crty and tlie prerogative of the prince : 
and his successor Trajan continues to heal our wounds, 
and, hy a just and wise administration, to diffuse the 
blessings of peace and good order tlirougli every part 
of tlie empire. Hopes are conceived of the constitution 
by all orders of men, and not conceived only, but ris- 
ing every hour into confidence and public security.^’ 
Perhaps the aflinity of his works to modern rather 
than aneiont history may account for their mutilation. 
I’heir author stro(]e boforc his time, and accordingly 
the men of the time could iwt relish his jiroductions. 
Couturies jiassed by before Tacitus attracted tln^ notice 
and attained the rank due to him among the great 
■writers of anti(]uity. Pliny the younger, indeed, and 
a narrow circle of personal friends, awaited ’wdth deep 
interest, and doubtless, when they w'ere published, 
crowned with zealous applause, each of his great 
works. Put heyoud that civile Tacitus a]>parently 
was little Icnown. At the time he was writing nearl}’ 
all narrative was assuming a biographical form; and 
hence Suetonius and liis followers, the wretched 
chronichjrs of the Cmsars from the death of Trajan to 
Constantine — the so-called “Augustan historians’^ — 
were read eagerly, while Tacitus slumhered on the 
shelf. His namesake, if not his remiotc relative, the 
emperor, directed that copies of all liis writings should 
he made aud dc])ositod in every great lifjrary of the 
empire. Put the reign of Tacitus, the Ca:‘sar, was top 
brief for Ins instructions to be carried out ; and indeed 
the tin^^ were too perturbed for literature of' the 
highest order to be mucli in recpiost. The gravity of 
the historian’s temper, his concise style, his profound 
tlibught, were not favourable to the preservation of 
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jia manuscripts in ages when shallow and superficial 
authors were in vogue ; and it is among the ironies of 
fate that we have nearly complete the works of such 
epitomists as Elorus, Eutropius, and Aurelius Victor, 
while at least thirty books of the most consummate 
of Koman chroniclers have fallen a prey to oblivion. 
A tardy compensation was indecul awarded to Tacitus, 
but far too late to atone for the injury ho received 
from the negligence or caprice of his own countrymen. 
Gradually such portions of his writings as we have 
now were rescued iiieccmeai from the worms or tho 
damp of tlieir hiding-places ; but not until tho begin- 
ning of tlie sixteentli century of our era were the first 
live books of tho ‘ Annals ’ found in the Abbey of 
Cernay, in Wcstplialia, and published for the first 
time at Eome, in 1515. From that date, with few 
dissenting voices, the historian has been the object of 
honour and applause. Baylc pronounced the ‘Annals' 
and ‘History’ one of the grandest eUbrts of human 
intellect. That consummate scholar, Justus Lipsius, 
was so deeply versed in tho books of I’acitus, that he 
offered to recite any passage with a dagger at his breast 
to he used against himself on a failure of memory. 
Politicians and philosophers, from the sixteenth cen- 
tury downwards, have regarded him as an oracle, frf 
practical and speculativo wisdom alike. That keen 
commentator on the foibles and vices of mankind, tho 
essa 3 'ist Montaigne, speaks of him with unusual enthu- 
siasm; the greatest of Italian historians, Machiavelli, 
took Tucit'us for his model ; and tho recreation.. j)f the 
great French, mathematician D’Alembert, was to read 
the ‘ Annals ’ or tho ‘ History ’ in those moments wlien 
. ho “ let Euclid rest and Archimedes pause.” 

A. c. vol. xvii. 
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It is well observed by Ilceren that, “ of all political 
characters, Demosthenes is the most sublime and 
purely tragic with which history is acquainted. When 
still stirred by tlie vehement force of his language — 
when reading his life in Plutarch — when transferring 
ourselves into his times and situation— we are carried 
away by a deeper interest than is excited by any hero 
in epic or tragic poem. What a crowd of emotions 
must have struggled through his breast amid the inter- 
change of hope and despair for Athenian freedom! 
How natural was it that the lines of melancholy and of 
indignation, such as we yet beliold in ins bust, should 
have been imprinted on his severe countenance ! ” 

We have no authentic bust of Tacitus. Yet it is 
not difficidt to imagine him to have been, like the great 
Athenian orator, a man on whoso features alternate 
hope and despair had traced deep lines. Knowing so 
little of His life, Ave cannot pronounce liim taustere. Y"et. 
it is evident from the ‘ i\gricola’ alone that he was no^ 
sanguine in expectation, Avliilc there can be no doubt, 
from the general tenor of his works, that he Avas sar- 
castic — a man of Avliom it might fairly be said, — ■. 

He rca(ls much : 

He is a great observ(;r, and he looks 
Quite through the deeds of men : 

Seldom hc' smiles ; and smiles in such a sort 
As if he mocked biinself, and scorned his spirit 
That could be moved to smile at anything,^’ 

—Julius Ctcsar, act l 


END OP TACITUS. 










